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A B S T R A C T 

The study focused on some psychological dimensions 

of voting behaviour as rPlated to Political-Apolitical group 

composition, sex and urban-rural residential background in

the socio-political context of Bangladesh. Several theore

tical approaches such as psyc�oanalytic theory, socio

political attitudinal approach, political participation 

model of voting behaviour and political socialization para

digm in voting behaviour were utilized. 

The study was conducted in the real life of social 

setting in Bangladesh in order to show empirically the·func

tional relationships existing among various.dimensions of 

voting behaviour. Socio-political attitude,authoritarianism 

and locus of Internal-External control were also studied 

for understanding the mode of political involvement and 

political activism relating with the voting behaviour of 

the people. Thus the broad objective of the study was to 

explore the patterns of voting of political arrl apolitical 

students in Bangladesh as related to partisan attitude, 

party identification,leadership image,election campaign, 

issue orientation, socio-political attitudinal preference, 

personality factors and demographic variables. More spe

cifically the objectives of the study were as follows: 
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1. To study pattern of voting behaviour as a func

tion of political activities in terms of partisan attitude, 

party identification, leadership image, election campaign 

and issue orientation. 

2. To study patterns of similarities and differrn

ces in voting behaviour as related to socio-political 

attitudes. 

3. To reflect on political and ·apolitical orienta

tion of the students as related to voting behaviour. 

4. To study male-female differences in voting beha

viour in Bangladeshi socio-political context. 

5. To study similarity and differences in voting

behaviour as related to authoritarian and non-authoritarian 

personality of the voters. 

6. To study patterns of voting behaviour as func

tion of locus of control in internally and externally con

trolled individuals. 

7. To study the differences in voting behaviour as

related to urban-rural residential background. 

The measures used in this study were as follows : 

1. Voting Attitude Scale (VAS)

2. Conservatism-Radicalism Scale (C-R)

3. Internal-External control scale (I-E)

4. Authoritarian Scale.
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The study used student sample. A total of 320 Ss 

equally divided into Political and Apolitical groups were 

used. Each group was again equally sub-divided into Male 

and Female. Each Male and Female category was again sub

divided into Urban and Rural according to their residen

tial background. Thus a 2 x 2 x 2 factorial design involv

ing 2 levels of group composition (Political/Apolitical), 

2 levels of sex (Male/Female) and 2 levels of Residential 

Background (Urban/Rural) were used. 

Analysis of results was computed in two parts. In 

the first part a factorial ANOVA using 2 x 2 x 2 design 

was used on the �ores of Voting Attitude Scale and con

servatism-radicalism scale. In the second part, t-test was 

computed on the scores of authoritarian scale and Internal

External control scale. The study made three specific hypo

theses. These were as follows : 

1. Political group of Ss would have significantly

higher scores on the voting attitude scale as compared to 

apolitical groups in Bangladesh. 

2. Ss with urban backgrrund would obtain higher

scores on voting attitude scale in comparison to the Ss 

with rural background in Bangladesh. 

3. Male Ss would exhibit significantly more voting

attitudes than the female Ss in the context of Bangladesh. 
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The findings of the results strongly supported the 

predictions. It showed that regardless of sex and residen

tial background, poli ti.cal Ss expressed significantly more 

favourable voting attitudes as compared to apolitical Ss. 
---

Again male Ss irrespective of group composition and 

residential background showed significantly higher preference 

for voting attitudes in comparisons to female Ss. Also Ss 

with urban background expressed significantly more attitudi

nal preference towards voting than rural Ss regardless of 

group canposition and sex. Furthermore,the results revealed 

that regardless of sex and residential background, Apolitical 

Ss expressed significantly more conservative attitudes than 

political Ss. Again Female Ss were found significantly more 

conservative attitude than Male Ss. Also rural Ss were found 

significantly more conservative than urban Ss. Lastly, it 

was found that in political groups, Urban Male and Rural Male 

Ss were more internally controlled followed by Urban female 

and Rural female Ss. For apolitical groups male Ss were more 

internally controlled followed by rural male, urban female 

and rural female Ss. In authoritarian dimension urban female 

Ss of political group were more authoritarian than urban 
----

male, rural male and rural female Ss. Again urban female Ss 

of apolitical group were more authoritarian than urban male, 

rural male and rural female Ss.
- -- ""'

In conclusion the findings of the present study re

vea-..led with considerable clarity that a phenomenon as complex 

as voting behaviour is intimately embedded in the matrix of 

socio-contextual factors such as social,political and econo

mic history of the people and nation.
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CHAPTER - I 

INTRODUCTION 

The classic declaration by President Abraham Lincon 

('1863) that •••• " Government of the people, by the people 

and for the people",contains man's political aspiratthons that 

he has a choice to elect a government fran the people and this 

choice is his fundamental politi·cal right recognized by the 

free nations of the world. This choice of electing a govern

ment is exercised through the system of voting in a democratic 

state. 

Beginning from the small national city states of 9:IlCient 

Greece in 300 B.C. up to our present day of large democratic 

states,voting as a political behaviour is conceived as the 

main vehicle for expressing one's inner political dispositions 

and ideological preference. Thus,in its political frame of 

reference,voting is an overt act in favour or against govern

mental policies but in its ideological preference and attitu

dinal orientation,voting falls within the domain of political 
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psychology. Hence it is possible that social psychological 

processes would underlie the voting behaviour and would play 

decisive role in determining its dynamic nature. Thus social 

psychological explanations given by various theoretical para

digms relating to voting attitudes would provide a basis for 

understanding the phenomenon of voting as a political right 

of human beings. Arguably then the present study was conducted 

to make an empirical investigation of some psychological dim

ensions of voting behaviour with reference to the political 

development in Bangladesh. 

Viewed from its historical perspectives,Bangladesh 

achieved ·-her sovereignty as an independent state through de

vastating war with the Pakistani brethren leading to great 

havoc and enormous blood-shedo Curiously enough the genesis 

of freedom fighting in Bangladesh is closely associated with 

demand of the people for establishing adult franchise and vot

ing rights in the process of democratization of the government. 

During British colonial rule, Muslims of Bengal earned the 

majority in legislative assembly in 1940 provincial election 

and it proved the importance of voting as a political right 

against colonial administration. During Pakistan Regime also 

political crisis in the country and particularly in East Pakis

tan (now Bangladesh) became acute centering round the voting 

rights of the people. The separatist germ of Pakistan was, in 

fact,supposed to be originated fran the 1970 general election 

in Pakistan conducted by the martial law government. The 
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absolute majority of the then Awa.mi League in Eastern part 

and absolute majority of people's party in Western part ini

tiated a cleavage in the national unity of Pakistan resulting 

in the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent state.These 

historical events and political activities showed that voting 

rights,voting attitudes and consequential effects of group 

play an important role for the emergence of Bangladesh as a 

sovereign state. 

Political changes in Bangladesh after her independence 

gave us the id�a that military rule and army intervention for 

the political solution of leadership and party politics leading 

to democratization cannot reach to a amicable settlement for 

establishing the rule of law in the country. On the contrary 

army dictatorship as well as political leaders are increasin

gly demanding that polls are the real solution to meet politi

cal crisis and a fair election should be arranged, ·for: facili ta

ting the· pebple to exerc·ise their voting rights properly. 

In the perspectives of above observatiqns of historical 

changes and socio-political activities in the country, the 

present study has been conducted to explore the pattern of si

milarities and differences in socio-political attitudes of 

political as as apolitical voters related to personality 

variables, sex differences and demographic factors in the 

context of socio-political development and historical changes 

in Bangladesh. However, pri¢r to outlining the specific design 

and method of the study it is necessary to have an overview of 

related theories in the area of political psychology which 

provide the theoretical frame-work for the present study. The 
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main theoretical approaches reviewed for this purpose are 

as follows : (I) Psychoanalytic approach, (II) Socio-po.liti

cal attitudinal approach, (III) Political participation model 

of voting behaviour and (IV) Political socialization paradigm 

in voting behaviour. 

PSYCHOANALYTIC APPROACH : 

Psychoanalytic explanations of voting attitudes is 

varied in its nature. Freud ( 1921 )J for example, presented a

theory of group which is based on his concept of ' Libido '

as the basis for the emotional bond among memberso According 

to him group members share an identification with the group 

leader. Group leader, on the otherhand,serves as an ideal in 

the maintainance of group stability. Thus,Freud's view about 

leadership, individuals and their reciprocal relationship in 

the society is closely determined by a given culture where 

members emphasize the impulsive and irrational elements of 

behaviour in interpersonal relationship. Thus, Freud have under 

rated man's rationality and potentialities for communication 

and cooperation. Conceived in this sense,voting attitudes in 

individuals is an emotional attachment of unconscious motives. 

It is instinctual in nature and works as impulsive behaviour 

to meet the individual impulsiveness and aspiration for gett

ing shelter in significant persons in society such as leaders. 

Freudian analysis of group behaviour finds ideal expression 

in Max Weber's (1947) concept of the leader's charisma. 
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Since the introduction of Freudian psychoanalytic view 

point, a large number of investigators ( Brodbeck, 1959 

Alexander, 1959 ; Renneker, 1959) have dealt with phenomenon 

of group behaviour,choice of leaders and members preference 

for specific type of leadership and ideological orientation 

within the theoretical paradigm of psychoanalysis. Brodbeck 

found psychiatric research findings in the direction of under

standing voting preference of the individuals.As a result,he 

tried to make an integrative approach for explaining psycho

logical processes of attitude formation with the psychiatric 

explanation of�abnormal behaviour. He argued that underlying 

psychological processes of voting behaviour and abnormal pati

ent resemble each other. He has identified the principles of 

permannence and change working in same intensity and the mech

anism for mobilizing forces within the personality of voters 

as well as neurotic persons. In the process of psycho-therapy, 

it is found that permanence and change are t-wo important perso

nality dispositions that help to accept or reject some ideas 

imposed on the individual from outside agent. Brodbeck found 

similar processes of acceptance and rejection in voters dur

ing election campaigning. According to him voting act may be 

a total act of personality or a partial involvement on the 

part of the voter. In case of total act of personality, the 

voter incorporates the candidate and his party within his 

self and there is no gap left in it. It is a total unifica

tion and it is a complete act. In such cases the voter rejects 

the competing party and its candidate with a total investment 

in the decision. 
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In case of partial involvement the voter!give emphasis 

on certain exciting issues neglecting the candidate and his 

party.Thus,the ac-ceptance of permane n.ce and change in case of 

partial involvement centres round greater clarity and concen-

sus. As Brodbeck has observed,there are certain consequential 

effects of the principle of permanance and change in total 

and partial voting acts. The act of total voting is ended with 

the marking of ballot paper and returning of the desired candi

date. But partial voting act is complete only when something 

occurs after the party has come into power. In this way Brod

beck has discovered inherent similarities between psycho-ther-
,� :found 

apy and voting acts. Struggle for powertin voters i� both the 

cases. Only difference is that in political campaigning the 

struggle for power is direct whereas in psycho-therapy it is 

symbolic. 

In elaborating his view points Brodbeck has pointed out 

that both the acts of election C8lllpa1ngning and psycho-therapy 

adopt a common strategy of selective attention. Observation of 

patients undergoing psycho-therapy has shewn that they refuse 

to profit from significant experiences present in their life 

history by not voting them. While they refuse to recognize 

the important events in :their life cycles,yet it is strangely 

noticed that they are frequently relevant about their goals 

and they make effort to achieve th?t goal.Thus the patients 

are found to have selective attention on some specific goals 

to attain. The task of the psycho-therapist is to modify the 

selective attentions of the patients. One important character

istic of this selective attention is that it is irrational and 
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as such it is incompatible with democracy. 

Accordingly Bordbeck Qrgues that while campaigning 

for voting requiring the voters to cast their votes in their 

favour ,.the caniidate and his party reinforce selective atten

tion· among his supporters. The experienced politicians use 

the technique of psycho-therapy and induce selective atten

tion among their· nonsupporters also. It is tru� that in the 

application of the psycho-analytic technique of modification 

of behaviour, it is quite natural that the phenomenon of res

istance may appear. But repeated attempt to cope with the 

modification technique would help to overcome the problem 

of resistance. Thus, the psychoanalytic theory of personality 

and behaviour modification may be profitably used by the can

didate and his party to change the incongruent attitude and to 

strengthen the congruent attitude in favour of party Identifi

cation, Leadership Image and Election Campaign. Furthermore, 

formation of partisan attitude as well as issue oriented atti

tude is largely conditioned by the various psychological pro

cesses inherent in the structure of personality conceived in 

terms of Freudian psychoanalysis. 

Alexander (1959) also has attempted to understand vot

ing behaviour frcm psycho-analytic view point. He compared the 

independent voters with the deviant and concluded that indepen

dent voters have no proper voting intention. In his analysis, 

Alexander emphasizes on unconcious and preconcious motivation 
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in voting behaviour and concludes that there is a significant 

group of voters whose decision is more influenced by emotional 

factors originating in past family experiences but the group 

members are unconcious about it. Furthermore, Alexander argues 

that since the political and economic issues overlap in elec

tion campaigning, the voter's attitude is determined chiefly 

by irrational,emotional and unconcious factors. Explained with

in the frame-work of psycho-analytic theory, the independent and 

deviant voters would decide thair issue depending on whether 

the can:iidate is identified as father image in order to fulfil 

his emotional needs and conflicts. Thus,Alexander has brought 

the concept of identification and oedipus complex of Freudian 

psychoanalysis in order to explain the voting behaviour of 

independent deviant voters. 

Renneker (1959) explores more elaborately the relation

ship between the voting behaviour of a patient and the domin

ant parent. On the baais of his observations of patients dur

ing American Presidential Elections of 1948, 1952, 1956 ; Renn

eker concludes that party fixated parents generally tend to in

fluence their children toward the same party orientation. He 

found in his patients that emotional influence of the signifi

cant parents was more important than religious influence. He 

has summarized his findings of the case study as follows 

(i) Positive father with political convictions has a

decided influence on his son's subsequent voting behaviour. 

(ii) Negative father with political convictions can

produce significantly divergent political views in his sons 

against a candidate of competing party. 
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(iii) Non-political parents seem to produce politically

conscious sons. 

(iv) New voters are deeply narcisistic in characters.

Sometimes they appear semi withdrawn and sometimes precari

ously balanced. 

(v) Women are in political agreement with their husba

nds in their preference for a candidate for voting. 

(vi)Nill-cisistic patients are found to express intense

feeling for voting behaviour. They make early decision and 

carry the decision into final vote. 

In summary, the psychoanalytic theory states that the 

disposition of man in the form of unconcious motivation,impul

sive thought and instinctive impulse accounts for the choice 

of carxiidate's voting attitudes towards certain issues and in 

making decisions for or against certain specific type of ideo

logical preference. However,it may be assumed that psychoanaly

tic theory gives emphasis on emotional and motiv.ational aspects 

of voting attitudes and enters into the depth of the persona

lity in search of some inherent predisposition hideen in the 

unconscious region of mind. So the theory is one-sided and neg

lects the socio-economic factors and the process of political 

socialization that are supposed to have greater influence and 

relatively permanent impact on the phenomenon of voting beha

viour as a whole. Thus, voting behaviour is not an individual 

act which takes place within the individual's psyche and it 

cannot be understood purely in terms of intra-individual psy

chological processes. Voting behaviour involves both emotional, 
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motivational socio-economic and political factors, and in 

political socialization, the process is a complex dialec

tical one. 

SOCIO-POLITICAL ATTITUDINAL APPROACH 

The relationship between socio-political a�titude and 

voting behaviour has been investigated by a large number of 

psychologists (Campbell et.al.,196O ; Berelson et al,1954;Mc. 

Closky, 1958, Brenden,1962 ; Lasswell,1948,196O ; Smith,et. 

al. 1956). Berelson and his associates ( 1954) ·has described 

the psychology of voting interms of S-O-R formula. According 

to this formula, changes of opinion and final decisions come 

about through the repeated chain of stimulus-Organism-response. 

Three segments of this change are (i) implementation (ii) mo

tivation and (iii) perception. When the emphasis is on the 

manifest response in relation to stimulus-organism and social 

environment, it is the psychology of implementation. When the 

emphasis is on the state of organism arrl its history, it is the 

psychology of motivation, Lastiy,if the focus is on stimulus 

in relation to the state of organism,it is the psychology of 

perception. Berelson and his associates argue that implementa

tion falls within the domain of social psychology and it re

fers to the way in which dispositions,intentions and interests 

regarding specific subject matter may lead to the performance 

of a specific act. Thu� implementation is a dynamic force from 

social psycho logical points of view and it is the mechanism 

through which the individual takes decision or performing 
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specific type of action. Hence,the act of voting for a candi

date belonging to a party involves the social psychological 

processes of implementation. The implementation segment of 

S-0-R paradigm contains all the attitudianl characteristics

such as cognitive,affective and action tendency. This forms an 

attitudinal constellation, a nucJauus and permanent disposi

tion in mind so that social and political factors are polari

zed in a specific ideological frame of reference. Thus Berel-
a 

son and his collegues make an effort to use behaviouristic exp-

lanation for understanding socio-political attitudes in rela

tion to all acts ef voting. Due to lack of laboratory experi

ments in the area of the psychology of implementation the 

S-0-R paradigm failed to give empirical findings about the

factors affecting voting behaviour. However, a group of German 

psychologists focused on S-0-R paradigm and studied the psycho

logy of implementation and called it 'will'. In fact,'will',

'desire' and 'intention' are psychological concepts and may be 

paraphrased in concept of attitude. Kurt Lewin (1951)1for exa

mple,focused on implementation and conceived it in its negative 

connotation. In fact, Lewin studied the psychology of ,action

and explained intentions as 'obstructions' by outside interrup

tion. Lewin's conception of 'Locomotion through space' is simi

lar to that of implementation and it has been understood in 

terms of realization. 

Socio-political attitudinal approach in the study of 

voting behaviour has become polularized in United States of

America. The survey research centre of Michigan University 

Raj�hahi U,,iver!-ity Li-,at�
OocumeHC 'th.HJ Sec_!io�, .D� 
Docu,ncot No .... � ......
�- 13., IJ ,C) 0 
1.111te •••••••••• l ........ .

.. 
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conducted studies on American.Presidential elections of 1952 

and found a different social psychological orientation in 

the formation of voting attitudes. The theoretical analysis 

underly.ingthe Michigan studies is that the immediate determin

ants of an individual's behaviour lie more ostensibly in his 

attitudes and perceptual organization than in his social posi

tion or other objective situational factors. To be more speci

fic1 events impinge upon an individual's attutudes -which is 

built up partly by his past experiences and partly by his con

temporary needs. Thus, individual's attitudes serve to screen 

out impinging stimuli arxi modify his mental attitude. Hence 

the theory holds that attitudes are the major determinants of 

behaviour and as such they are most useful in understanding 

and predicting voting behaviour. In this respect,three speci

fic attitudes are found to be correlated with voting behaviour. 

These are carxiidate orientation,party-orientation and Issue

Orientation. 

The most widely used research model in voting behaviour 

and socio-political attitudes is based on Ajzen and Fishbein 1 s

theory of reasoned action (1967, 1973, 1980). The theory sta

tes that people consider the implication of their actions be

fore engaging in a behaviour. The determinants of behavioural 

intentions are reflected in attitudes towards the behaviour 

and subjective norms. The determinants of subjective norms are 

the normative structures of beliefs about the expectation of 

specific forms of action. Thus the normative structures of 

belief determines the behavioural actions leading to certain 
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outcomes and evaluations of those outcomes. Ajzen and Fish

bein (1980) modified their theory in their subsequent studies 

and introduced the concept of targets such as environment,peo

ple or Institutions in explaining behavioural actions. Accord

ingly they argue that normative structure of beliefs are prece

ded by motivation and they are combined to form specific atti

tudes towards targets or objects. Thus an integral part of the 

theory is that external variables influence behaviour,and beha

vioural intentions are completely mediated by the act of exter

nal variables. Thus,the external variables represent the models 

of normative and attitudinal components (Loken,1982). 

Bagozze (1981),on the other hand, argues that if subjec

tive norm is determined by persons'normative belief and moti

vation,then it is possible that behaviour also may be affected 

by the perceptions of referent expectations. Thus, the relative 

salience of reference may affect the person's desire to comply 

with social influence. Vi·ewed from these perspectives, the theory 

seems to provide an explanation about the relationship of vot

ing attitudes with the situational factors, individual's beliefs, 

intentions and overt behaviour. 

The theoretical paradigm of socio-political attitudes 

relating to voting behaviour have been found to play decisive 

roles in explaining real situations in election affairs in 

several earlier studies. For example,Campbell et al. (1960) de

monstrated psychological involvement in politics. They found 

that the predisposition to take part in public affairs lead 
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to a higher rate of voting. Campbell,Gurin and Miller (1954) 

reported in an earlier study that the political efficacy and 

political participation have positive relationships. Thus the 

socio-political attitudinal approach.as developed by contem

porary social psychologists may trace their origin in previous 

classic studies as conducted by CaJDpbell and his associates. 

In conclusion, it can be said that the socio-political 
� 

attitudinal approach is based on certain assumption�Firstly,

the decision to vote for a given party rests immediately on 

some psychological forces. Secondly,the dimensions of socio

political attitudes appear to have the character of political 

orientations. Thirdly,the psychological forces acting on the 

present decision are influenced by ideological frame of refer

ence. Fourthly,people's participation in voting is determined 

-by constellations of attitudes towards political life,Lastly,

political orientations help people in the acquisition and

processing of in�ormation about political matters.

POUTICAL PARTICJPATION MODEL OF VOTING BEHAVIOUR

The theoretical interpretation of voting has been att

empted from various perspectives. A large number of investi

gation (Lazar.sfeld,et.al. 1944, Ihapola,1979; Harun,_1986) 

focused on political participationfor providing a theoretical 

model of psychology of voting. The political participation 

model may be viewed on the following dimensions. These are 

(i) Partisanship (ii) Party Identification (i.ti) Issue Orien

tation and (iv) Election campaign. 



- 15 -

Voting behaviour may be said to emerge from political 

participation. Stokes,Campbell and Miller (1958) have provi

ded a theoretical interpretation of voting act as a result of 

partisanship. According to them,the elements of partisanship 

may be identified in the attitudinal preference of the voters 

reflecting group interest, domestic and foreign policy,perfor

mance of party members etc. The vote� is suppo sed to perceive 

and evaluate all these factors positively or negatively before 

making a choice !or a candidate in an election. The primary 

importance of voting act lies in the identification of relevant 

factors relating to partisanship. Most of the voters carry out 

the partisan decision at polls rut the decisions of many vot

ers are influenced by some additional forces such as the per

ceived preference of primary group associates. For example, 

the spouse or parents have some bearing on the voting prefer

ences of their vives., husband and -children. Thua ,in addition 

to partisanship it is found th.at family,work associates and 

friends may exert influence on the decision of the voters 

toward the selection of key leaders. 

Campbell (1960) found in his theoretical analysis of 

voting behaviour that party identification constitutes an 

important field of force that determineSthe actions of the 

individual in form of positive or negative ev�luation for a 
J\ 

candidate belonging to a political party.The concept of party 

identification is characterized by the individual's affective 

orientation to an important group in his environment. Both 
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reference group theory an:i small group studies influence 

may converge upon the attractive or repelling qualities of 

the group. Thus party Identification underlies the factors 

influencing a group. In the act of voting,the political party 

serves as the group towards which the individual may develop 

a positive or a negative identification. The political party 

acts as an opinion forming agency to the individual. The 

party supplies the individual informations about important 

events of national issues. The individual learns from the 

party about the state policy and these may have great impact 

on his voting preference. Thus the party seems to raise a 

perceptual screen through which the individual tends to see 

what is favourable to his partisan orientation. Again, the 

stronger the party bond, the more the person's perceptual 

field is distorted in favour of exaggerating the process of 

election. In this way, the consistent party Identification 

produces a psychological tie and it strengthens commitment 

of the per�on towards the party ideological preference. 

The formative influ,ence of party identit'ication on 

reevaluation essentially differs from its influences on newer 

elements of politics. The influence of party identification 

extend� through time,and its working capacity can not be fully 

understood at a particular moment. Hence the voting act can 

be explained by the strength and direction of group cohesiven

ess. This forms an important aspect of partisanship and pro

vides internal consistency of attitudinal preferences in the 
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direction of favourable voting. These attitudinal preferen

ces,in turnJmay account for stable partisan identification.

However,some intervening variables may appear between 

party identification and voting behaviour. For example, if 

some one has little perception of the candidates, if he has 

little knowledge about the party records or if the individual 

raises questions about public issues and groups interests,in 

such cases these things may intervene between the decision 

making processes and formation of favourable attitudes for 

the party candidate. Presumably then party identification 

has a more direct influence on the behaviour of loyal and bli

nd supporters of group members than on the behaviours of per

sons with well-elaborated view of politics. Thus, the loyal 

members of the party have stable allegiance and accept party 

dicision in the choice of candidates without any mediating 

influence of indiyidual perception of objects, events and 

personal likings of the candidates. 

Campbell and his associates further elaborated their 

theory about voting behaviour and argued that specific issue 

may play an important role in making voting decision.Accord

ing to them issue orientations in choice of voting must ful

fil three conditions. These are :(i) The issue should get 

cognizance in the form of pragmatic as well as ideological 

value. (ii) The issue would be capable to raise minimal in

tensity of feelings.(iii) The issue must be accompanied by 

the person's perception that the party in choice would repre

sent the person's perception appropriately and in a better 
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way than other parties. On the basis of their empirical find

ings,Campbell et.al. concludes that if any of these conditions 

is not fulfilled,then it is expected that the issue will not 

be able to give any sense.· upon the partisan preference. On 

the other hand,if all the conditions are fulfilled,in that 

case also it cannot give genuine assurance that the issue would 

play a major role in determing the voter's choice. This is be

cause other forces in the psychological field may be strong, 

and dominant and these may help to neutralize the effects of 

issue orientation in the choice of a candidate. 

The political participation model of voting behaviour 

further states that �e loyal party members would feel most com

fortable in accepting the party's position on some important 

matters. There are,however,three important ways through which 

individual's issue position and the percived position of the 

party may find a converging point. Firstly,when the sequence 

of events in making·_ a choice of party expects congruence be

tween rank and file opinion and leadership policy,then the 

individual's issue position and the percived position may coi

ncide. Secondly,when the party is recognized and valued as the 

source of political attitude formation,then there would be con

gruence in issue position between party and individual. It 

would produce substantial consensus among the supporters of 

the party as to their respective policy position. Thirdly, 

when there is a cluster of attitudes forming spec ific ideology, 

then the stability of party identification passes over time. 
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In such cases, issue positions between party and individual 

becomes identical. 

Thus, ideology can provide stable existence to a 

party throughout long period of time involving consensus of 

opinion about its political activities. In fact, continuation 

of a political party over a long period of time is possible 

and practicable only when the party identification is based 

on ideology. Ideology provides a common thread running through 

various issues enabling the individual to make a common deci

sion with other party members in their voting preference for 

the choice of a ·  oo.n:iidate. 

POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION PARADIGM IN VOTING BEHAVICUR 

A social psychological account of voting behaviour has 

been attempted by Hyman (1972) in his formulation 0f political 

socialization paradigm for explaining the origin, formation 

and change of political opinion. Hyman has emphasized the po

litical socialization of children and post-adolescents and

found that socialization of democratic ideals forms an inte

gral part of political behaviour. Furthermore,political soph

istication,political information processing,voting behaviour 

and elect��al. change fall within the theoretical paradigm 

of political socialization. The potential utility of these 

dimensions of political behaviour have been reported by 

systematic empirical studies. 
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H�n (1959) reported that development of partisan

ship in childhood is,perhaps, the basic assumption for under

standing the act of voting. He observed that most Americans 

adopt a li fe long commitment to their parents' party in child

hood. Hyman (1959) and Hess and Tomey (1965) cited West's 

observation that " a man is born into his poli-tical party just 

as he is born into probable future membership in the church 

of his parents ". Thus early perceptions of differences betw

een parties give birth to political awareness in children. A 

large number o f  studies ( Campbell,Gurin and Miller,1954;Hess 

and Torney 1967 ; Greenstien,1965) reported that children make 

primary policy differences between the parties after eighth 

grade. 

According to Hyma:n, poli tfcal socialization in child

ren may be studied through the observation of child's orien

tation towards adult figures. In a series of such studies,it 

was found that the child's ego-ide�l was determined by asking 

him to express his preference about the adult figure.In most 

cases, the children was found to point out the names of those 

persons they admired most. 'lllese findtngs show that the classi

fication of adult persons as like or dislike reflects the 

children's preference for politics in terms of political par

ticipation. Thus children incorporate political ideology in 

fesembling a person cf political figure. Thus the types of 

ego-ideal preferred by the children work ,as a model. The 
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children's conduct are determined by the model of ego

ideal and it motivates them in the direction of congruent 

ideology in the environ�ent. Th.us boys are directed towards 

politics at an early age. 

Furthermore, sex differences in politics have also 

been found as the result of early socialization in politi

cal ideology. Remmers and his associates (1952) have poin-

ted out that boys are consistently superior as compared to 

girls in political knowledge such as candidate characteristics 

polling place, political party, ballot, platform, primary 

election etc. Remmers and his associates have also shown 

that the left-right ideological cleavage and ·The democratic 

Vs. Republican patterns of voting begin in childhood. They 

observed the mode of political orientations among different 

sub-groups of youth and concluded that social differentia

tions in vo±ing preference are almost complete at the pre

adult level. 

Socialization of political ideology is closely associ

ated with social stratification in terms of high,middle, and 

low.income groups. Roper (1942) provides evidence from a 

national survey of high-school students and concludes that 

the children belonging to poorer classes ani lower occupa

tional groups are more favourable to unions. Davidson (1943) 

have also concluded from his study that the poorer children 
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were significantly more liberal than wealthy �hildren. 

Again the middle income group of children were also found 

to adopt liberal position. On the basis of these findings 

it may be concluded that class differences may help to adopt 

specific type of political orientation and this phenomenon 

of political preference is found to manifest in children at 

an younger age. 

While explaining the importance of political sociali

zation paradigm in voting behaviour, Hyman has laid great 

emphasis on the formation of Authoritarian-Democratic atti

tudes in early childhood o Adorno and his associates (1950), 

for example, showed that political attitudes in the form of 

Authoritarian or Democratic personality originate in the 

experiences of early childhood. They showed that the child

ren of authoritarian parents tend to develop the symptoms of 

fascism and anti-democracy in their political attitudes. If 

the parents are rigid in rearing their children, it gives 

rise to various personality syndromes of authoritarianism. 

Thus the phenomena of superstition, stereotypy, destructive

ness or cynicism are inferred as the projection of early 

childhood experience • 

Hymen observed that parents are most important influ

encing agents for the development of party preference of the 

children. Other agents that are crucial in inducing political 

influence in children are the teachers, peer groups and the 
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mass media. Numerous studies (Greenstein,1965a ; Hess 1963; 

Hess and Torney,1967; Hym�n,1959) have reflected on the ag

ents of socialization and have concluded that the social 

environment may produce ·such parent-offspring political agr

eement and the teachers' ideological preference may provide 

a guideline for the modification of parents' political th ou

ght embedded in children. The previous effect of mass media 

has also been shown to induce modif1cation in child's poli

tical orientation. Thus Hyman argued that political sociali

zation may be manifested in children through a large number 

of external agents. The constellation of ideological prefer

ence and political orientation in children is determined 

through a compromise between conflicting ideologies and com

peting agents in the environment. 

The presentatio n of the theoretical approaches relat

ing to voting behaviour revealed that political orientation 

is necessarily closely associated with internal predisposi

tion arxi inherent capacities of the individual along with 

external conditions arxi situational factors in the environ

ment. Conceived in this sense attitudinal constellation of 

ideology, socio-economic conditions, existence of various 

political parties and various agents of socialization may 

be combined for exerting influence for the choice of a 

candidate in exercising the act of voting in the mondern 

political system of a pluralistic society. Thus in the study 

of voting behaviour, both historical, developmental and 

cultural factors merit attention. '.Ib.e theoretical approaches 
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reviewed here is an attempt to integrate all these factors 

in the study of voting behaviour. 

As stated at tile outset,the present study concerns 

it-self with the investigation of patterns of similarities 

and differences in socio-political attitudes of political 

as well as apolitical voters in the context of socio-poli

tical develop ment and historical changes in Bangladesh. It 

is,therefore,necessary to trace the background of social and 

political history of Bangladesh. In order to fully apprecia

te the design and methods employed for the study, it is also 

necessary to reflect on the cultural background of Bangladeshi 

people and economic growth and political dev elopment in the 

country. It has been presented in chapter-III. Furthermore, 

it is necessary to review the relevant literature related 

to voting behaviour involving partisan attitude,party iden

tification,leadership Image,election campaign and issue ori

entation. In order to understand voting behaviour in rela

tion to soe1o-po1itica1 attitudes,po1itica1 activism, per

sonality, and demographic variables such as gem.er differ

ences and urban-rural background,extensive review is attemp

ted for arriving at an integrative analysis of the study. 

Chapter-II,therefore�is an extension of the theoretical app

roaches outlined in this chapter. The reviews presented in 

the next chapter will be cited from the empirical studies 

supporting the theoretical approaches. 
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CHAPTER - II 

R
E

VIEW OF RELEVANI' LITERATURE 

The social.psychological study of voting behaviour 

has been attempted by a large number of investigators. Most 

of the studies have used survey method to understand the 

causal relationship between voting attitudes and political 

behaviour as related with partisan attitude,party identifica

tion,leadership image,election campaign and issue orientation. 

It is expected that a review of the recent studies in the above 

given areas would provide a use.tul background for the develop

ment of the present study. For the purpose of clarity,the revi

ews have been arronged as follows : ( 1 ) Dimensions of votin& 

behaTiour,(2) Socio-political Attitudinal preference in voting
� 

(3) Personality factors in voting attitudes,(4) Demographic

variables and voting choice,(5) Voting patterns of Ban&ladesh

election. 
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DIMENSIONS OF VOTING BEHAVIOUR 

Partisan Attitude: 

Campbell, Gurin and Miller (1954) conducted a series 

of empd:rical studies for measurin& partisan attitudes in elec

tion campaign. They made a survey o! 1952 and 1953 elections 

in U. s. A. and :found the illpact of partisan attitudes on the 

perception of voting. They identi!ied six dimen*ions of part

isan attitudes. These are (1) personal attributes of the can

didates,(2) Group involTement in politics, (3) Group interest 

(4) Issues relating to domestic policy (5) Issues relating to

!�rei&n policy and (6) Comparative records of the contesting

pbties in managing the governmental affairso They concluded 

that th� evaluatiTe orientations of the voters on these dimen

sions lead to the :formation of partisan attitude and influence 

the voting behaviour. 

Stokes, Campbell and Miller (1958) made another survey 

o! 196.5 presidential election of U.S.Ao The purpose of the 

survey was to take account o� the voter's attitudes towards 

more than a single element of politics. For this purpose they 

considered attitudes towards the presidential candidate and 

partisan feeling relating to the issues o! domestic policy 

as focal point in tb�ir survey and asked the voters to evalu

ate tb� two dimensions jointly. Tlle results showed that the 

simultaneous presentation of two dimensions increased the 

ability of the voters !or aakin& a choice favouring partisan

ship. It showed th.at measurin& a second psychological force 

may account for the act of votini. 
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Aronson, Turner and Carlsmith (1963) concluded em�iri

cal study on opinion formation in political issues,The pur

PQSe of this study was to show the impact of previously un

known or neutrally evaluated issues on opinion formation in 

the choice of a candidateo On the basis of their findinis in 

the study, Aronson and his associates concluded that source 

of information is the crucial factor in changin& the attitudes 

of the voterso When the information relatin& certain issue 

comes from an unknown source,the individual makes a neutral 

evaluation and it is hi&hly susceptible to chanie• But when 

the source of information about the issue is located in his 

own party and it comes frcm the leaders and siilllficant party 

members, it helps to form a con&ruent attitu�e in favour of 

the candidate in the election. Thus Aronson and his aeaociates 

showed that political party might exert substantial influence 

on opinion formation of the voter for making a positive eva

luation in favour of the candidate. 

Kelley and Lamb (1957) also reported similar findin&s 

in their study. They distinguished between strong opinions 

and trusted sourceso They showed that wen the G>pinions are 

intense, strong and matters of personal certainty, it is 

very difficult to changeo Again when the individual is ege

involved about scne is8ue or when the individual is commited 

to them, it is very difficult to bring a change inspite of 

persuation. Miller (1965) focused on the similar problem in 

opinion change and made an empirical study on the dimensions 

of information sources and position of such sources on poli

tical issues. He concluded that inner motivations in the 
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form of self-satisfaction and commitment have greater in

fluence on opinion change irrespective of external imposi

tion from political party. Freedman (1965) reported similar 

findings and �oncluded that high ego-involvement reduces 

opinion changes most noticiably. When the source and subjects 

of opinion are highly discrepant. Previous studies on these 

dimensions have been reported by Osgood and Tannenbaum (1955). 

They found that when a revered leader takes a position dis

agreable to his followers, then pressure to change is created. 

Again change may occur when the individual experiences least 

tense about the political issues. McGuire (1966) found in his 

study some variations in the implications of the previous 

findings. He showed tha.t opinion change is a psychological 

process and it is conditioned by both internal and external 

factors0 Hence the relative strength of these factors will 

determine the degree of change of opinion abeut some issue. 

He concluded that consensus of opinion is a deciding factor 

that may ind�ce the individual to change his opinion in order 

to maintain a consistency in the perception of �vironment. 

These findings have been supported in previous study conduc

ted by Hovland and Weiss (1951).According to them sources 

of information which are regarded as expert opinion or which 

are believed as trustworthy might appear as influencial 

factors for opinion formation and dicision making acts of 

voting attitudes. 

These studies about sources of informatian and poli

tical issues as related to opinion change are closely related 
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with partisan attitude. In !act, making a decision is an 

individual act. Both internal am external factors are con

sidered in the act of decision making. Whether the individual 

will change his opinion or will show a consistency of opinion 

in congruence with his own political party is an important 

issue in itselfo The empirical studies cited above have pro

vided various explanations but these are not conclusive in 

nature. In fact, consensus of opinion about a political issue 

has greater impact on the decision making act of a l�yal and 

devoted party member. It is suggested that partisanship can 

not alone give a satisfactory explanation of voting behaviour. 

Party Identification : 

An important dimension of voting behaviour is party 

identificationo In fact party identification and partisan 

attitude are closely related and these two dimensions are 

found to overlap in m�y studies. 

Campbell and his associates (1960) found in their 

survey of 1952 and 1956 elections several important dimen

sions as related with the voting attitudes of the individu

als. Among these dimensions,party identification were found 

to be directly related in shaping the decision of voters 

in the election. They used a party identification scale 

which revealed that party identification of the voters has 

emerged as the strong force governing voting behaviour in 
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the election. According to the findings of the survey 

they categorized voters as strong democrats, weak demo-

crats, Independents, weak Republicans and strong Republi

cans. On the basis of these findings, Campbell and his asso

ciates have foraulated a statistical model which would express 

the proDability that a given individual would vote in a given 

partisan direction. The points on party Identification scale 

ranged from most likely to vote democratic to most likely to 

vote Republicano Thus the strength and direction of attitudes 

towards the various elements �.f party identification were 

identified and the probability of voting for Republican or 

Democratic was calculated. The results showed that the effect 

of party in changing the attitudes of the voter proceeded 

from strong Democrats to s�rong Republicans. Furthermore, it 

was observed that the probabilities vary widely within each 

of the party identification groups. In sane cases persons iden

tified with one party were shown to be inclined by their 

attitudes to vote for the 0pposite party. This demonstrates 

that party allegiance is not the sole determinant of the att

itude supporting behaviour� It is thus evident that the sur

·vey results,as reported by Campbell and his associates,give

us contradictory findingso This necessitates to focus on

all the dimensions of voting behaviour in its global pers

pective.

Tarrow ( 1971) conducted a study in France on Urban

Rural cleavage in political involvement. In this study he 

found party identification as an important dimension of poli

tical involvement. He used the content analysis technique in 

the investigation. His sources of content analysis was 
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histQrical studies of the peasants in national politics publi

shed by French rural communities and evidence from French and 

comparative sample survey. These survey instruments reflected 

cross sectional differences in historical studies of France. 

The results of content analysis showed that commitment to a 

political party is a main force for partisan politics and in

terest in politics means coDmitment to a political party for 

the voter. Thus the study concluded that involvement in poli

tics in necessarily an indication of involvement in party 

system. 

The importance of party Identification in individual 

voting choice has been studied by Converse (1963). He made 

follow-up studies using 1956-1958-1960 panel 'in the U.S.A. 

and performed a reliability testo He found that party identi

fiers tend to hold the expected position on such issues having 

to do with special legislation and government intervention in 

the economy. In case of electo·ral choice, it was found that 

party identifiers have not e:8.bited a strong inclination to 

vote on the basis or issue position. On the basis 0£ these 

findings converse concluded that party identification is 

more important than issues in making a decision in the act 

of voting. These findings were based on data gathered. by 

Survey Research Centre. 

A number of political. behaviour studies (Stoke,1966 ; 

Polsby and Wildavsky,1968) have recognized that the_individ

ual� perception of political objects is often distorted by 

pre-existing partisan attitudes. In these studies data were

•
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first analysed to discover what kind of issues were salient 

to Democrats and to Republicans o '!'he purpose of this analysis 

was to identify the issues which the party identifiers men

tioned aost frequently. The results revealed. a tendency for 

Democrats to mention pro-Democratic issues and for Republi

cans to select issue on which their party has been favourably 

evaluated. These findings prove that party identification 

controls the selection of issues in order to maintain cogni

tiTe balance. 

In analysing the Survey Research Center's open ended 

questions about parties and candidates in 1964, Repass(1971) 

found that many strong party identifi�rs have more to say 

about the candidates than the independents and weak identifi

ers. This indicated that strc:m.g party identifiers have a 

power.fuJ. motiTation to seek information ab0ut their candidateo 

Wright, Erikson and Melver (1985) conducted survey ba

sed estimates of party identification and ideology in Ameri-· 

can states. The estimate was based on 76000 respondentso 

These respondents were selected fraa fifty polls taken from 

1974 through 19820 The investigator• ttsed a sampling design 

and used same question for party identification and ideology 

throughout the time periodo Three tn>es of polls were availa

ble for this type of analysis.These were (1)adult population, 

(II) Registered voters and (III) the voters who cast their

vote on primary and general election dayo The !irst two 

categories were Telephone interviewers and they were used 

as respondents 1n·the studyo However,the third category was 
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excluded from the study. The respondents were asked about 

their party affiliation in all fifty-one surveys while they 
-

were asked about their liberalism-conservatism in forty

eight surveys. The total number of respondents was 76614. 

It was found that 74667 respondent were in favour of party 

identification and 71565 respondents were in favour of ideo

logical identification. 

Fleishman (1986) used a cluster analytic approach 

for the study of party identification and preslnential choice. 

The study was based on the standard CPS sevenpoint scale,with 

0 indicating strong Democrat,4 being Idependent 6 being stro

ngly Republican. It was found that clusters differ signifi

cantly in party affiliation. Democrats score fall between 

0 - 1 and the Republicans score fall between 5 - 6. The libe

rals were found to cluster in Democrats and conservatives 

were found to cluster in Republicans. The Moderates were found 

to spread themeselves along the political spectrum. The quasi

liberals were found to identify with the Democrats less fre

quently. Thus the cluster analysis of political attitude 

structure as related with party identification show a patt

ern of voting behaviour. The results reveal that the liberals 

occupy one extreme and conservative occupy the other extreme 

and other groups tend to be in the middle. Thus the investi

gator showed that party identification and ideological pre

ference may co:!1.ncide when cluster analytic approach is adop

ted using multi-dimensional scaling procedure. 
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Several other studies have reported similar findings 

and showed that party identification and liberalism-conserva

tism ideological dimension are positively correlated. For 

example, Wattenberg (1987) showed that Republican identifica

tion in 1984 election in America raised where the plurality 

of Democrats over Republican reached to its lowest level. 

During this period both the parties had a weak image in the 

public mind and an uncertain role in the future of American 

government. It was assumed that the decline of public affec

tion for the parties was not due to any greater negative 

feelings about the Democrats and Republicans. It was rather 

caused by an intreasing sense that the parties just no lon

ger matter much in the governmental process. The investigator 

used a series of 4 open-ended questions about the political 

parties to identify the causes of apathy towards the politi

cal parties. It was found that the political apathy was cau

sed by the la�kof knowledge about the parties themselves. 

Th�s study is an indirect indication that party identification 

can stumulate the voters to adopt a definite ideological pre

ference for the choice of the carxiidate in election. 

Similar findings have been reported by Robinson and 

Fleishman (1988). The investigators collected data from elec

tion surveys of the centre for political studies (CPS). The 

data on ideological self identification revealed that self

identfied liberals and conservatives differ more meaning

fully arxi significantly on political issues than do self-
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identified Democrats and Republicans. It indicated that ideo

logy is significantly related to vote arxl party identifica

tion is controlled by the ideological preference of the voter. 

Thus the study showed that both party identification and ide

ology may �ppear as the major predictors of vote in American 

presidential elections. 

A large number of studies have shown that party iden

tification and partisanship may promote levels of political 

consciousness and may impose external and ipternal control in 

voting. Narain (1972) conducted empirical study about politi

cal parties in India. He found. that political parties in India 

tried to develop the.ir base by means of a variety of activi

ties including membership drives, education of the members, 

political meetings, publication of party literature, mass pol

i�ical activities and several other similar activities. Narain 

observed that politically interested citizens are drawn to 

these parties a:rxi continue to support them through develop

ment to partisan attitudes. On the basis of these findings 

the investigator concluded that through a series of interac

tions,people develop psychological attachment to this or that 

party leading to the formation of party ide ntification. Such 

an identification are found to be positively correlated with 

political activities including voting. 

Another study on party identification arxl the act of 

voting in Indian context was conducted by Sheth (1970, 1971 

and 1975). Sheth distinguished between party identification 

and partisanship. 

•
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Sheth (1970) conducted a study on 1969 mid-term elec

tion in four states. The study showed that 39 percent of the 

voters covered by the study reported th•ir liking for the 

party as the main consideration for voting for the party. 

Th.ere were others about 23 percent,who also showed politi

cal interest and motivation but did not feel strongly attac

hed to specific party.In another study (1971),Sheth used vot

ing and certain other behavioural criteria for study. The 

study identified 36 percent voters as strong partisan, 34 

percent v�ters as weak partisan and 30 percent voters as 

non-partisans. The partisans showed higher interest and great 

concern as to who won the election.They were consistently 

high on various items on campaign involvement as compared to 

the non-partisans. They reflected greater awareness of compe

titive politics. They had greater information about the elec-

tions. They were more able to relate and talk about political 
• 

issues than the non-partisans. The study also reported that 

nearly 82 percent of the strong partisans and 75 percent of

the weak partisan favoured observance of the norms of parli

amentary democracy. They regarded elections and parties as 

legitimate institutions of a democratic society. 

Sheth reported the findings of another study in 1975. 

In this study he found a very significant correlation between 

party identification arxl voting for congress party (ra0.6) 

and for Jansangh party (r-=0.5). 

On the basis of the findings reported in these three 

studies,Sheth concluded that party identification and parti

sanship do not always go together. In his study reported in



r: 

- 37 -

1970,Sheth found that 73 percent of the partisan supported 

the same party for which they had voted earlier. This was a 

clear indic�tion of partisanship tendency. But only one-third 

of such open pa.Etisans supported polities,pr6grammes and ideo

logies of the party and they were considered high on party 

identification. One-fourth of the open partisans, on the 

otherhand,were low on such party identificatiqn.i These find

ings indicated that favourable psychological predisposition 

towards a given party works as an important source of motiva

tion for voting for the party. 

In several studies in Indian context,personality was 

found as an important correlate of party identification.These 

studies tried to prove the hypothesis that people who seek 

affiliation with some political party have something to inter

est them in the programme and policies of thet party. Bhushan 

(1969),for example,conducted a study on the personality Qf 

the workers of po_li tical parties. He administered California 

F-scale on the workers. The results showed that the Jansang

workers scored high and the communist workers scored lowest 

on this scale. The congress (N) and PSP workers were on the 

middle. In the perspective of these findings Bhushan concluded 

that the F-scale is a measure of right authoritarianism in 

view of the polices and programrns of the Jansang. 

Sarkar and Hasan (1973) conducted a separate study with 

200 undergraduate students. The results showed that economic 

conservatism,political affiliation and authoritarianism were 

interrelated : Students showing economic conservatism in 

their attitudes were also inclined to have authoritarian 
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personality. They also showed tendency to seek affiliation 

with like-minded parties. 

In a study of school children and teachers, Mehta 

(1975) and Rao (1975) found direct evidence of a relationship 

between conservative social and politic.al author! tarianism. 

They selected those schools for study which are managed by 

social and political groups known for their conservatism and 

authoritarian attitudes and thinking. The findings revealed 

that conservatively oriented people seek such political affi

liations which tend to satisfy some of their personality needs. 

Leadership Image : 

It is important to note that Image of the candidate 

may have an impact on voters preference and may influence ele

ctoral outcomes.A few studies are available in the literature 

which show that apart fran their political party affiliations 

and issue positions,the personal qualities of the candidates 

importantly influence the choice of the voters.These include

the non-verbal aspects of the candidates presenta�on to the 

public. Evidence supporting this claim has long ·been offered 

by students of public opinion. Stokes (1966),for example, con

ducted a survey on various issues relating with presidential 

election in U.S.A. On the basis of his findings he argued 

that it is the change in candidates from one presidential ele

ction to the next which has the greatest impact on shifting 

party fortunes. Proceeding along different lines, Kelley and 
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Mirer (1974) conducted research on image of a candidate and 

the electoral outcome. The results showed that it is the 

voters evaluation of the candidate which first influences his 

or her choice. Other factors play a role only when the voter 

has no clear preference for any particular can:iidate. Markus 

and Converse (1979) also conducted survey research on voters 

perception of the candidates' personal qualities and indica

ted that people's attitude of the candidates importantly 

influence the attitudes of the voters. 

More rec�ntly political scientist have Qegan to explore 

more fully how candidates are perceived by the voters and what 

is the consequential effect of this perception. Kinder and his 

associates (1980) conducted empirical investigation on these 

aspects of elections and showed that consideration of the per

sonal qualities of candidates plays a central role in candidate 

perception. Guided by the social psychological research on per

son perception, some other investigators (Conover,1981 ; Kinder 

and Abelson, 1981 ; Miller et al. 1982 ; Lau, 1984) have exp

lored about the character and non-verbal communication of 

the candidates seeking for votes. The research suggested that 

there are several dimensions along which can::iidates are per

ceived. These dimensions have several general characteristics. 

These are as follows : (I) They focus on the performance

related qualities of the candidates,(II)They are shared by 

most members of the voting population and (III) They tend to 

remain the same fran election to election. On the basis of 
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these observations,the investigators concluded that the 

under lined assUDlption is that the perception of the candi

date's character influences how voters choose to vote. 

An enormous amount of research on non-verbal aspects 

of communication has been c:mducted by psychologists in re

cent years.For example,Mann and Wolfinger (1980) conducted 

� 

an empirical study and showed that candidates appearance and 

style are significantly related with voters decision in the 

preference for a candidate. Hinckley (1981) and Jacobson 

(1981) also conducted empirical studies reflecting on the 

} 
issue of how perception of the candidates are fonned. Their 

research has demonstrated that candidates appearance and 

style do affect voter's perceptions and preferences. 

There are Qther studies which has demonostrated that 

the non-verbal behaviour accompanying a comnunication is as 

influential as the verbal content of the massage in determin

ing how an individual is perceived. Mehrabian (1981),Dovid o 

and Ellyson (1982) and Erickson and Schultz (1982) conducted 

several empirical investigations on these dimensions. As a 

general strategy of investigation,the researchers had isola

ted different channels of communication. These are (I) eye 

contact, (II) body posture and (III) Interpersonal distance. 

The results showed that each of channels was influential in 

determining an observer's perception of such characteristics 

of the communicator as warmth,dominance,anxiety arrl respons

iveness. Thus these findings indicate that candidate's 
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appearance and style help to form an image of him and it 

determines voters preference.

Rosenberg and McCafferty (1987) examined the: role of 

non-verbal aspects of candidate presentation on image making 

and voters' preferences. In a series of three related studies 

conducted at the time of the 1984 national election in U.S.A. 

investigators assessed the impact of different photographs of 

the same candidate. In the study one,the subjects were asked 

to judge the different photographs of the same individual. 

Eighty undergraduates of California University participated in 

this study of the relationship between appearance and image. 

The average age of the subjects was 21. The study was conduc

ted during the final weeks of the 1984 U.S.A. national elec

tion campaign.Subjects were asked to evaluate the various pho

tographs of each of the 4 men.Questions were designed to evoke 

evaluations of specific personality �ai�s �ch as competence 

trustworthiness,likeableness and generalfitness for public 

office. The findings of the study suggested that different 

· presentations of the same person can yield quite different

images of that person's character.Relatively minor changes in

photographic presentation,a different camera angle or addition

of a slight smile were found to produce significant differen

ces in how a person is perceived. Such changes have been dem

onstrated to affect the degree to which an individual is per

ceived to be !it for public office as well as the degree to

which he is perceived to possess the qualities of competence,
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integrity and likeableness. Thus the investigators concluded 

that different visual presentation of the same person can pro

duce different and politically relevant images of his charac

ter and it is suggested. that these different presentations 

have great impact on voter's preference. 

The study two examined the impact of different presen

tations of the same candidate on the vote. One hundred and 

four undergraduates of California University participated in 

the study .The average age of the subjects was 19.Each subject 

was presented with pairs of campaign flyers and he was asked 

to vote for the candidate of his choice. Each flyer included 

a photograph of the candidate, his party affiliation and his 

position on three significant issues. The•results showed that 

different presentations of a candidate's appearance significan

tly affected voters preference. Furthermore, when clear and 

substantial information on a candidates' party affiliation and 

position on major campaign issues were presented, then also 

different photographs of the same carxiidates produced a strong 

and consistent difference in vote. Thus the investigators con

cluded that different photographs of the same candidate may 

provide voters with different images of that carxiidate's 

character and fitness for office. It indicates that leader

ship image may influence in animportant way the electoral 

choices of the voters. 

In study three, the investigators collected additional 

data and the study was a replication of the second study. 
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Therewere,however,two important modifications.The research 

was taken out of the laboratory and it involved participation 

of a more representative subject population. The subjects were 

one hundred adult shoppers. The average age of the shoppers 

was 41. Males and females were represented in equal proper

tions. The stimulus materials were the same as those used in 

study two. The results of the study supported the findings 

reported in earlier studies. It was found that different pre

sentation of a candidate's appearance yielded differences in 

the vote that candidate receives. Again, photographs of the 

,candidates were found to �ercise a strong and consistent in

fluence on electoral choices. It was found that a positive 

image provided the candid-ate with more voters than a negative 

image. On the basis of the results of these three studies, 

Rosenberg and McCafferty suggested that a candidate's image 

can be shaped in such a way as to manipulate voter's pre

ferences. 

The relationship between leadership image and voting 

attitudes have been extensively studied in laboratory settings 

in terms of interaction rate and liking ratings. Stang (1973) 

concluded such an investigation in laboratory in order to find 

out the empirical evidence concerning the causal direction of 

these relationships. In this study interaction rate was mani

pulated arxi then leadership and liking ratings were obtained. 
measures 

Three scripts were used as 'in this study. Each script had three 

parts such as "gives suggestions","asks for suggestion" and 

"integrates". These instructions were used to affect the 



- 44 -

leadership ratings. The subjects in the study were 30 under-

graduate women in an introductory psychology course 

at the University of Toronto. These subjects were run in 

three grounps. Thus each group was composed of 10 subjects and 

they were required to hear one reading of each of the three 

scripts. Thus each subject heard all 9 speakers. 

The results of the above experiment showed that the 

speakers were liked better when reading the medium length 

part than when reading the long or short parts. Again, speak

ers were rated as exerting more leadership when reading the 

long part than when reading the short part. On the basis of 

these findings the investigator concluded that paralexical 

speech qualities are influential in interpersonal perception. 

The study also demonostrated that the quality of speech can 

influence liking and leadership ratings. Thus the experiment 

seems to indicate that in the act of speaking, one momentarily 

exerts leadership. The overall leadership ratings would be 

proportional t0 overall interaction rate. The interaction 

rate and liking may be explained in terms of social norms. 

The present investigation demonostrated that interactions 

rate can influence liking and leadership ratings and suggested 

that this may be the case in small groups. 

Wattenberg (1987) conducted a survey from 1956 to 

1984 presidential elections in America. The purpose of this 

survey was to reflect on growing predominance of candidates 

over parties. For this purpose he canpared the images of the 
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parties and candidates in 1984 with those of 1956. He used 

open-end questions and examined the responses of the subjects 

by various content dimensions. The survey revealed a variety 

of images that are becoming more candidate oriented and less 

party oriented. The analysis of data showed that the most sa

lient images of the parties in past elections were the percep

tion for or against socio-economic or ethnic groups. By con

trast, the figure,s for the candidate questions on these dimen

sions were 29.4% for 1984 compared to 16.2% in 1956.Examining 

the entire 1952-1984 time series,the invest"igator concluded 

that the salience of group benefits in candidate evaluations 

reached an all time high in 1984 and party evaluations were 

found to be dimnished at the lowest level. The party revitali

zation did not occur in 1984 elections. This indicated that 

leadership image in American preside ntial election is gaining 

momentum simply because candidates'' characteristic personal 

qualities, appearance, style fitness for office have been 

positively evaluated by the peDple • 

Election Campaign: 
• 

Election campaiging has been conceived as a determining 

factor that influences voting behaviour. Many politicians ,pc.1-i 

tical scientists and communication researchers have tried to 

demonstrate that election evening news have an effect for 

under standing whether people vote and how they vote. There 

are essentially two procedures that ar.e used to measure media 

effects on voting.One is macro approach and the other is micro 
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approach. A macro approach compares total voter turnouts in 

different areas of elections. A micro approach uses surveys 

of individual voters and non-voters. A good number of stu

dies have focused on this issue of election campaigf}_ng and 

media effects in the act of voting. Epstein and Strom (1981) 

conducted a survey on these political issues. He compared 

voting behaviour and other human behaviours and concluded 

that in both the cases benefits and cost are determinin g fac

tors for guiding the individuals to take decision for or aga

inst an issue. The study revealed that citizens decide to 

vote in the election when they perceive that the benefits of 

voting are clearly qutweighs the cost. 

Tanne1'aum and Kosterich (1983) have also focused on 

macro analysis of voting behaviour and found that the bene

fits of voting are related to the perceived importance of the 

election,the perceived closeness of the election and more gen

eral ideas about the importance of voting in democracy. The 

study revealed that some people vote regardless of the char

acteristics of the election.But many people try to make a 

balance between value of voting and perceived costs of voting. 

They consider the distance arxi convenience of the polling 

place,time required to reach there and the waiting time requi

red to vote. Interference with other personal activities and 

discomfort like getting wet while standing in line were also 

considered as deciding factors as to whether or not the ind

ividual would attend the polls.On the basis of these find

ings,the investigator concluded that election campaign
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through mass media and persuasive communication may influence 

these potential voters in the direction of attending the 

polls and casting the votes in the election. 

Jackson (1985) have discussed this issue in greater 

details citing various cases of 1940, 1960, 1968, 1976,1980 

and 1984 elections in America. On the basis of the observa

tions of these elections, Jackson had pointed out that the 

turnout and perceived closeness of the election. are the con

sequences of mass media.effects. The investigator concluded 

that election campaig11.ng may help to induce such an effect 

in the audie.nce that every voter: behaves in the same way. 

Mass media effect may encourage some voters to vote in order 

to be identified as sure winners in the election. Simulteneo

usly mass media effect may discour�e some voters to cast 

their votes in favour of some candidates in order to avoid 

the loss of election. Some other voters however,m�vote to 

reduce the magnitude of the anticipated winning margin. 

Furthermore,Jackson (1983) used data from the Univer

sity of Michigan presidential election sutdy 1980 and attem

pted a micro level analysis of voting behaviour. He used a 

sample of 1814 respondents. They were interviewed before the 

election for determing their likelthood of voting. They were 

reinlerviewed 2 months after the election. They were asked

to report about their exposure to different kinds of news 

coverage. The actual voting behaviour of respondents was 

obtained by checking voting registers. The results of this 

study showed that 12% of voters were affected by the early 

•
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news of voting results of the election. It showed that mass 

media can affect voting behaviour in a substantial way. 

Delli Carpini (1984) also reported an interesting 

survey research using the method of aggregate analysis in 

understanding the effects of the .ne�s of exit polls and 

other election night news of 1980 election. The data used 

by Carpini were simply aggregate voting data by congressional 

district. The source of data was a statistics summarized by 

the congressional Quarterly. The researcher compared the 

percentage of registered voters of 1980 with 1968, 1972 and 

1976 elections for the states. In these places the polls 

were open after 8 P.M. when NBC announced the results of 

their exit survey. On the basis of these results Della Car

pini concluded that republicans were unaffected,but the Demo

crats were affected by hearing the early results. Thus the 

study indicated that the voters who had early voted Democra

tic exibited a tendency of decline in postpoll districts 

election. Thus it was obvious that knowledge of outcome of 

election provided by mass media may deter supporters of 

winners more than supporters of loosers. 

Sudman (1986) have summarised the findings of this 

study about the effects of exit polls on voting behaviour. 

He used both macro and micro methods for the analysis of 

data. It was found that exit polls appear to cause small 

declines in total voting in areas where the polls close 

late. This decline was found in those elections where the 

•
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exit polls predict a clear winner. These survey reports 

cited here from the study of different investigators show 

that vQting behayiour has its own peculiarity depending on 

a large number of intervening variables. In fact influence 

of exit polls may be considered as an intervening variable 

closely associated with election campaigning ani having rela

tively lesser i�luence on the act of voting in comparison 

to other correlates of voting. 

Garramone and Atkin (1986) conducted a survey investi

gation for observing the effects of mass communication of 

pol.:Ltical socialization that might determine the act of vot

ing. They administered a questionnaire on seventh-grade 

(N•149) and Ten th-Grade (N•139) student• or a public school. 

The questionnaire contained items measuring the !our type o:t 

media exposure. Political knowledge and behaviour,age,schol-

arly orientation,political interest,gender and socio-economic 

stat�s. Four types of media exposure were Television news, 

radio news, News paper news and News magazine. The results 

were reported on three headings. These were (I) relationship 

between media exposure and political knowledge,(II) relation

ship between media exposure and political behaviour and (III) 

the contingent analysis, Zero-order correlations and regre

ssion analysis were computed for the analysis of data. The 

results of both correlation and regression analysi s revealed 

that broadcast news exposure is more strongly related to 
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overall political knowledge than print news exposure.Again 

broadcast exposure was found as a better predictor of curr

ent event knowledge than of fundamental knowledge.Further

more, boradcast news exposure was found more closely related 

to interpersonal discussions than to anticipated participa

tion. Lastly,print news exposure was found more strongly re

lated to participation than to discussion. These findings in

dicate that exposure of political news and current events 

through mass media is a fora of election campaigning that 

appears as powerful force to influence the act of voting. 

There are some important studies in Indian context 

that have reflected election campaign and political issues 

together. In fact political issues are projected through di-

fferent techniques of election campaigning. Hence it is con

venient to review some studies that have dealt with election 

campaign and issue orientation jointly. 

Election campaigns have been found to play an import

ant role in competitive politics. The various politi·cal par

ties try to influence the thinking of the electorate by var

ious means at their disposal.In fact, the awareness, cons

ciousness and preference about the act of voting are done 

through election campaigns. A large number o� survey atudies 

are available on election campaigns in Indian context. These 

studies cover a large area of dimensions that are generally 

used by the political parties to influence the choice of can

didates in the act of voting. For example,1971 elections in 
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India produced soae kind o! revolution in voting�behaviour. 

Ray (1974) fGWld that the strength of erganizational offen

sive and effective projection of party progruaes probably 

played an important, role in motivating the people te 

accept a cam.id.ate in election. 

Heginbotham (1971) provided an analytical presentation 

of 1971 election in India. He concluded that the electorate 

was actually sized with an issue of great national illporta

nce and the congress party waa capable to provide an answer 

to auch a queation through election campaign uaing varioua 

effective techr.lique• such as arranging meetings at different 

important places of the country. As an effective technique 

of election campaigning, Mehta ( 1975) found that both congress 

and Jansang parties devoted one-fourth Qf their election 

meeting theme to projecting their respective view points on 

national issues. Mehta observed that the Jansang continued 

to project on local issues and local achievements and they 

devoted nearly 13.3� of all their themes to such small issues. 

Congress party,on i;he otherhand, continuously prepared the 

electorate for the major issues of national leadership azxi 

those concerning radical economic policies. 

Shesadhari and Jain (1972) also conducted a survey on 

1971 Indian elections and reflected on the regional issues 

as major dimension of election campaign in certain regions 

of the country. They found that the emotionally and cultura

lly leaded regional issues of Telengana in And�a.·Pradesh 
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emerged as dominating force to sway over the mind of the 

electorate. As a result about 30% shift in voting choice in 

rural areas of Andhra Pradesh was noticed. 

In a study of civic elections in Bombay, Badhe and

Rao (1970) found that illiterate voters belonging to commu-

nist party switched their support to the Shiv Shena. The 

researcher explained this shifting as a result of election camp

aigning. It was concluded that parochial and divisive forces 

were trying to capitalize on emotionally and culturally chan

ged regional tendencies. The study pointed out the salience 

of such regional issues for the electorate. 

Hardgrave and Neidhard (1975) found the effectiveness 

of mass media to �nfluence the voting preference of the citi

zens of Tamilnadu politics. They found a close relationship 

between attraction for MGR and the support fQr IMK party. 

After the differences within the IMK party, the investigators 

thought that the poj>ulari ty of MGR was partly due tCD his 

posij;ion in Tamil fillls·. 'lhe investigators also reported that 

the involvement CDf both Karunanidhi and Annandurai with Tamil 

films was a vital factor in IMK's rise to power. 

Mehta (1975) showed in his analysis Gf 1971 election 

in India that socio-economically weaker sections of the elec

torate tend to be influenced more by election campaigns. It 

was found that the audience tended to give a positive res

ponse tG themes based on hope oriented positive appeal and 

negative responses to fear-oriented negative appeal. .Further-



----

- 53 -

more,Mehta observed that citizens exposed more to newspapers 

radio and other means of communication were found to show 

greater political awareness,greater sense of political effi

cacy and greater issue consciousnesa. It waa alao foWld that 

exposure to COlllBunication promoted awareness and increased 

consciousness with positive appeals evo·king better response 

than the negative fear arousing appeal•. 

Issue Orientation: 

One traditional view about the operation of democracy 

is that parties should offer certain vital issues related 

with current events or economic policy of the country. In 

fact electoral change of voting depends on the issues sele

cted for conte•ting election. A large number of studies have 

reflected on political issues as the vital factors for in

fluencing the choice of the voters. Agger (1959) and Con

verse (1964) reported empirical findings about American 

Presidential election. They were able to identify some highly 

issue-oriented independent votera. Cony,erse, Cl�usen and Mil

ler (1965) have also used data frem American Presidential 

election and found that senator Goldwater'• l\lOOefa J.a;:'t,he 
. 

. 

South in 1964 election was due to his popular racial stand. 

In this election voters were found to ignoretheir party

identification and emphasized issue orientatien like racial 

problems for selecting a candidate in the election. Ross, 

Craw!ord and Pettig�ew(1966) also focused on political issues 

•
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1in contrast to party identification and found that Louise 

Day Hick's successes in Boston may be at1.ributed in part to

the fear of neighbourhood desei ;gregation on the part of 

white Bostonians. The illpact of issue orient�tion on voting 

behaviour has also been reported by Campbell (1966). In this 

analysis of data of survey study of presidential election in 

America, he focused 8ll electoral. change and found that alter

native policy o! the party toward the political issues have 

a critical role in changing voter's attitudes towards the 

carxlidate. 

Miller ( 1967) have cited .two examples from the 19.56-

1960 period about the change• 1n issue s\.nda. Miller observed 

that when the voter's positions change between tlections to

ward pGsitions favoured by the party, it illlprovea ita vote 

over the same period. The analysis of el ection resul ta from 

1956-1960 period showe_d that voters' partisan atti iudes on 

foreign policy favoured the democrats increasiriJ.y from 1952 

to 1960. This iaaue orientation towards foreign policy was 

accounted for increasing democratic vote. 

A more direct approach to corelate voters' issue

stands with the president.i,al pre.:ferences was reported by 

Campbell,Gurin and Miller (1954). They analysed the "issue 

partisanship " aspect of American Presidential election 

and found that 1952 election r.a.ised the issue o! Korean war.,

The study revealed that 92.6% Democrats showed their voting 

preference in accord, with o-wn issue position and 76.8% Repub

ltcan favoured their own issue position. The total respondents 
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in this study was 2239. In this connection th� eKample of 

1964 California senatorial race is relevant. The defeat of 

the Democratic can:iidate in this election was blamed by 

some of his stand against a referendum opposing fair-hous

ing. The vote clearly was correlated with attitudes from the 

referendwa. This study was conducted by Anderson and Lee 

(1965). 

Anderson and Lee observed that the critical voters in 

the senatorial race were pro-referendua Deaocrats. Thia -study 

showed that issue position and can:iidate prreference are very 

highly correlated. The 1964 California Presidential votin� 

revealed that senatorial voting was positively correlated 

with the !air-housing referendUJI. 

Key (1966) attempted to esta�lish that issue positions

are correlated with changes in voter's· presidential preferen

ces. In his analysis,he presented the policy position of 

those who de!acted fr011 their preaidential vote and who did 

not vote µi the previous election. A substantial correlations 

were found between a wide variety of policy positions and 

vote changes during the period 1936-1960. According to Key's 

analysis,in 1940 the important issues concerned the domestic 

progrB.IIIDleS of the New Deal. Similarly the c�p:Jiign of 1948 

shaped antagonisms along New Deal and Anti-New Deal lines. 

Defaction to Eishenhower 1952 were attributed to the concern 

about the Korean situation. Thus Key concluded that issue 

stan:is may introduce substantial changes in voting pattern 

of the citizens. 
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I Miller (1967) also conducted empirical study using 

survey method and ecplored to find out correlations between

issue position and voting changes. He showed that the app-

ropriate pGlicy opinion based on vital issuea preceded the 

voting change. Miller took a first step in this direction 

by relating policy opinion changes to vote changes over a 

four-year period. He found that the direction of change ia 

the same .and the changes occur in moat cases but Miller did 

not find any significant correlation between them. So Miller 

concluded that the issue positions often_repreaent a post
1

hoc rationale for a vote �ecision reached on SOile other 

grounds. 

Grof�an (1985) have provided a model of status quo 

and issue voting and attempted to show their relationship in 

American Presidential election. This model was silllilar to 

that of Downsian (1957) model of voting behaviour. Tradition

ally it was believed that party differential in issue-voting 

model is based on a ccmparison of party and candidate plat

forms am the voters were supposed to choose the platform 

to which he is closest. This spatial model of voting was 

rejected by Anthony Downson (1956). According to him shifts 

in the location of status quo may account !or longrun dynamics

of electoral policy. Foll owing this principle,Grofman attemp

ted special modeling of voters choice in terms of issue 

-voting. On the basis of the survey analysis, Grofman conclu

ded that vo ter's choice and subsequent change in electo rate

' 
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is based on the directionality and magnitude of expected 

shifts from the status quo. Thus he observed that citizens 

do not look merely at the positions ef party or candidate 

platforms but also they evaluate how successful potential 

office holders are likely to be in implementing changes from 

the present status quo in the expected direction. 

An additional issue in the current investigation of 

·voting behaviour relates to the statistical analytical pro

ceq.ures used to explore relationship among variables •. Lamp

ert (1981) demonstrated a simple scaling device to provide

the researcher with attitude measures on continuous numeri-

.cal scales. Using Lampert's scaling proc7dure, Lampert and

Tziner (1985) designed to investigate the voting behaviour

in.a multi party political system of Isaraeli general elec

tion held in 1977. 'lhe investigation was cond.ucted in order

to contrast between the Isaraeli pattern of voting which is

a multiparty sptem ar:d American pattern of voting which is

predominantly a two party system. According to Isaraeli

system, the more votes a political entity receives, the more

seats are allocated to it in the Isaraeli parliament which

is composed of 120 seats. In this study VQting intention
J 

was operationalized as an intervening variable which medi

ates the relationship between voter attitude• and voting

behaviour in the general election.

Participants in this study were 186 eligible 

voters randomly selected from the metropolitan area of 
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Jerusalem. This area approximates the who�e Isaraeli popu

lation in terms of socio-demographic char acteristics auch 

a• level of education and ethnic origin and alao aocio

economic characteristics such as income level, Hence it was

assumed that this populations was the representative of 

Isaraeli population and will show Isaraeli typical voting 

patterns. The 186 voters were approached twice such as ten 

day's prior to the election day am the next day of election. 

Each participant was asked to state the extent to which he 

would like to see in power each of the political entities 

standing for election. The responses constituted the voter 

attitudes. In addition, the voters were asked for their 

voting intentions using the question that if the election 

were held _to day,for which political entity you would vote. 

In the second time, the voters were asked to state how he 

had actually voted. The responses to these questions const� 

tuted vQt ing behaviour. 

The analysis o:f results indicated that 81� of the vot

ers who expressed thair voting intention earlier participa

ted 1n actual voting. While 47� voters who expressed their 

intention of not to vote 1n earlier study were actually 

found not to cast their vote in the election.Thus the study 

explored the potential contribution of certain variable to 

voting behaviour. These are prior voting behaviour in pre

vious election and the extent to which the parties or candi

dates run for election. On the basis of these findings the 
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investigators concluded that voting experience and election 

campaigning may be conceived to be instrumental in brin\ng 

about variable outcomes in the election. This study seeas 

to irnicate that ideology in terms of democracy and libera

lism can influence voting intention as well as actual vot

ing of the voters. Also individuai"s perception aa to the can

didates' image may appear important to him for making a dec

isien in actual voting. In the perspective• o! these observa

tions, Lampert and Tziner reached to the conclusion. that 

intention to vote is a closer approximation of actual vote 

and intention may be regarded aa the voice of commitment. 

So accurate prediotion of voting behaviour can be made on the 

basis of voting intention. 

An empirical investigation of psycho-social !actors 

relating to voting attitudes was conducted by Ara, Huq ar.d 

Ziauddin (1986). In this study voting atticudea were corre

lated_ with partisan attitudes, party identification, leader 

ship image, election compaign and issue oriented attitudes.

A total number of 100 students :from Rajshahi University be

tween 20-25 years of age constituded the sample of the study. 

The subjects were equally divided into male and female. The 

results indicated that male and female did not differ signi

ficantly on five dimensions of voting attitudes. However, 

partisan attitudes was found to be positively correlated 

with all the dimensions. However, partisan attitude was 

found to be positively correlated with all the diaen•iona ,

But leadership image was found to be significantly correlated 
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with election campaign and issue oriented attitude in 

positive direction. On the basis of these findings the 

investigaton concluded that voting attitudes of the stu

dents may reflect the political activities of the people 

in the country. 

SOCIO-POLITICAL ATTITUDINAL PREFERENCE IN VOTING B£H� Yioul{

The atte�pts to determine the relationship between

political ideology and voting behaviour has been made by a 

large number of investigators.Stotsky and Lachman (1956), 

for example, found California F-Scale scores among people

favouring different potential presidential nominees. They 

conducted a study.in order to find out the differences in 

political and social attitudes of Pro-Eishenhower and Pro

Stevenson students. The sample of the study constituted 

102 college students. A questionnaire containing 11 personal 

data items an:i 10 items from Conservatism-Radicalism ques

tionnaire, 7 items from E-Scale and 30 items :from F-Scale���usul.

It was found that thofe favouring Eishenhower and Stevenson 

had the lowest F-Scale scores. No relationships appeared to 

exist between candidate preference of the respondents and 

party preference of parents. Candidate preference was not 

related to income or occupational group of parents. These 

findings suggest that voting preference is significantly 

related with poli tical attitudes and social orientations 

of the people. 
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Sherman and Ross (1971) conducted an investigation 

reflecting on the dimensional salience in the perception of 

political figures and its relationshp with liberalism

conservatism ideological preference. The study used 56 

subjects and they were asked to make judgement of similarity 

between 20 politicians. The results were analyzed by the me

thod of multidimensional scaling. 'Ihe results revealed a seven· 

dimensional st�ulus conf'iguration and the subjects' salience 

was found to correlate with their scores on measures of poli

tical, social and economic liberalism-conservatism. It was

found that higher political conservatism of su�jects was sig

nificantly related to lower salience of a power-within-party 

stimulus dimension and a greater salience of a liberalism

conservatism-wi�in-party stf.Jllulus dimensions. Thus the re

sults showed that power within party was mGre salient for 

political liberals and liberalism-conservatism within party 

was more salient for political conservatives. It was thus 

evident that specific ideological factors have greater in

�luence in political activities of �e parties that may in-

fluence voters'attitudinal preference for the choice of a 

can:iidate in the lection. 

Fishkin,Keniston and McKinnon (1973) attempted to 

test the relationship between level of moral reasoning,poli

tical behaviour and political ideology. 'lhey used Moral 

Development Ratings and Measure of Ideology for the collec

tion of data.In applying Measures of Ideology,each subject 

was asked to respond to a list of -31 political slogans by 
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indicating on a 5-point scale the extent Qf his liking or 

disliking for each slogan. '!hen subjects were classified in

to preconventional,conventional and post-conventional groups 

am analysis of variance on political ideology was computed. 

Responses to the 31 slogans were also factor analysed using 

the Thurstone principal components method. 5 factors were ex

tracted which together accounted for 5% of the total variance. 

The first factor in the principal-components analysis was 

clearly identifiable as a radical versus conservative fac tor. 

It accounted for 45% of the c011D1on variance. 'lhe reaulta in

dicated a striking and highly significant association between 

conventional level of moral reasoning and conservatism. On

the basis of these findings, the investigators concluded that 

the results of this study underline the theoretical importance 

and empirical fruitfulness of adopting a developmental pers

pective in the study of socio-political ideology and action. 

Haan and his associates (1968) conducted an empirical 
a>i.d 

study on student activitismffound that level 0£ 1110ral reasan-

ing was intimately related to participation in the Free-Speach 

Movement sit-in at Berkely in 1966. Haan and others used Kohl

berg Moral Judgement Interview in this study. 'Ihe study revea

led that the students with extremely high and extremely low 

levels of moral development were massively over-represented -

among the Free Speech Movement arrestees. But the students 

with modal conventional stages of moral reasoning did not part

icipate in Free Speach Movement. 1hus the study showed close 

relationship between single personality measure and observed 
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student activism. 'lhus the study reflects on the development 

�f socio- political attitudes,moral reasoning arxl political 

action and showed that activism 1a a fucntion of ideolGgical 

preference. 

Eysenck and Coulter (1972) designed a study for empiri

cal investigation regarding certain structUre of attitudes 

posited to the political beliefs and voting pattern• of the 

major and minor parties in Great Britain. The subjects were

collected frea working class British colDDlunista and facists. 

The subjects were classified into thFee groups. These were

communist party member ( N•43 ), Facist party member (N•46) 

and a control group consisted of 86 · sqldi·ers •. :All ;the ·su__bjects 
.

ah-d. 

were male persons�their mean age was 23. The results _showed that

the communists expressed radical attitudes but the facists 

expressed conservative attitudes. Both communists and facists 

were identified as tough minded. Liberals, on the otherhand, 

were identified as Tender minded but they were neither radi-

cal nor conservative in aocio�politica1 attitudes. Thus the 

study attempted to analyse the political beliefs and voting 

pattern and reported a positive relationship among them. 

Leventhal, Jacobs and Kurdirka (1964) conducted two 

experiments on tile relationship between F-Scale scores and 

preference for the candidates of a par�icular party for 

ideology. 'lhe first experiment was designed to study poli

tical choices and opinions. 'lhe sample was composed of 66 

undergraduate students. A six item,F-Scale was administrated 

. 
. 
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to all subjects. The questionnaire was administered 1-2 

weeks before the election. A total of 29 statements were

repeated twice to measure attitudes on a nwnber of current 

issues _of national and international importance. A symme

trical 11-point scale was used to measure candidate choice. 

The results of this experiment showed that subjects with 
I 

high scores on the F-Scale showed their preference f�r Re-
, 

publican party and voted for Nixon . Subjects with low 

scores of F-Scale showed their preference for Democratic 

party and voted for Kennedy. 'Ihe opinion data suggested that 

an ideological factor is involved in the choices of candi

dates. '.Ihus the �indinga showed that the relationship o� 

.voting preference to F-Scale is .�3fdiated by ideology. 

The second experiment was conducted to explore the 

way in which manipulations of candidates' ideology affe.._cted 

the relationship between F-scores and voting preference.The 

study was conducted at the time of the 1962 congressional 

election. The sample constituted o� 230 students. '!hey were

asked to describe three pairs of candidates contesting for 

election. The description was based on a variety of politi

cal issues. Two pairs served to contrast each party with li-

beral and conservative ideology. 'lhe third pair served as a

control group and equated the candidates for ideology. The 

groups were (1) Congruent choice (conservative republic 

versus liberal democrat), (2) Incongruent choice (liberal 

republic versus conservative democrat ) and (3) mixed

-
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choice ( candidates equated on ideology). Additional measures 

were administered to rate the candidate choice and party pre

ference by asking questions whether the subject felt that the 

candidate presented �ifferent views on the issue. The find

ings of this experiment revealed that when ideology was taken 

into account, high scorers voted for conservative candidate 

and low scorers voted for the liberal caniidate regardless of 

party level. But no relationship between F-scores and choice 

was observed when the stimulus figure were equated ideologi

cally. 

On the basis of the findings of these two experiments� 

the investigators concluded that socio-political attitudinal 

preference in terms of ideology may influence the voter's 

choice farthe candidate. 

Barker ( 1963) also made empirical study which revealed 

positive relationship between F-Scale and political ideology. 

In this study 26 rightists and 29 leftists were used as 

subjects. The study was known as Ohio study. The study used 

the measures of politico-economic conservatism (PEC), F

Scale and a political self lebeling scale. The results of 

the study showed that organized rightists labelled themsel

ves as conservative Republican and :ti\ley identified themselves 

as extreme rightists. The non-organized comparison eroup 

1l�·belled themeselves as Republican or Democrat. 'lhe organized 

leftists labelled themselves as socialist and identified as 

liberal democrats. Thus the findings showed that there is a 

strong relationship between F-Scale and political ideology 
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which may play a decisive role in choice of a carxiidate in 

voting behaviour. 

PERSONALITY FAC'IDR IN VOTING BEHAVIOUR 

The study of personality and political attitudes 

began with the Adorno's work on authoritarian personality 

(1950). Since then a large number of studies have attempted 

to understand the influence of personality factors on ideo

logical preference in political activities relating with 

candidate choice in the act of voting. For example, McClosky 

(1958) constructed a scale and used it to discover the perso

nality and related attributes of conservatism. He found that 

conservative beliefs are most frequently a�sociated with the 

uninformed, poorly educated and the less intelligent. The 

extreme conservatives are most hostile and suspicious. They 

are more rigid and compulsive. The investigator observed 

that conservatives tend to come from more ba'Ckward and 

frightened element of the population. 

Breden ( 1 962) used the concept of intolerence of 

ambiguity as a personality variable. In his study he used 

Likert-type of sixteen items for measuring intolerance of 

ambiguity. The results revealed that the scale correlated 

with conventionality, belief in a devine power, atten

dance at religious services and dogmatism about one's re

ligious belief. The scale was also found to be correlated 
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positively with authoritarianism, and expressed attitudes 

of idealization of and submission to parents and negatively 

with Michiavellianism. 

Elizabeth Douvan ( 1959) also investigated. the rela

tionship of a personality variable variously named as sense 

of political efficacy, feeling of personal responsibility, 

psychological competence and potency to political participa

tion and apathy. According to her, the sense of effectiveness 

is general personality characteristics and as such it bears 

relationship both to overt behavioural responses and to 

psychological attitudianl reactions. She used six measures 

of overt participation. 'lbese are voter registration,voting 

record, usual vote,participation in compaign, contact with 

ofricials and index of political action. All the meaaure•

were found to be significantly related with the sense of 

political efficacy. Thus the study was a true measure of per

sonality variable and its relationship to political partici

pation in the form of' voting behaviour. 

Mussen and Wyszynski (1952) conducted an empirical 

study on the relationship between personality and political 

participation. They used ten projective questions for the 

collection of data. The subjects of this study were 156 

undergraduates between the ages of 17.·arxl 27. Among them 

148 were volunteers and 8 were leaders in campus political 

organizations. These organizations were,Young Republicans, 

Young Democrats arxi Young Progressives. The study revealed 
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two patterns of ideal types such as politically active and 

politically apthetic individual. On the basis of the find

ings, the investigatcas concluded that both political apa

thy and activity are specific manifestation of more deep

lying and pervasive passive and active orientations. Thus 

one of the ·:outstanding characteristi-�s of the poll tically 

active individual is the attempt to understand himself and 

to accept his own emotions, conflicts and feelings. These 

include feelings of inadequacy and inferiority also. He is 

concerned with ego satisfying personal experiences and 

emotional and intellectual expression rather than with con

ventional values arxl general social standards. The politi

cally apathetic individuals were found as passive dissa

tisfied and generally threatened. He is fundamentally

hostile and he cannot accept his hostile impulses. As the 

results indicated, politically apathetic individuals were 

completely submissive and unchallenging to authority.'.rhey 

were found rigid and incapable of enjoying deep emotional 

experiences. '.rhus the study was the empirical explanation 

of personality variables as correlates of political partici

pation and decision making action. 

The works of Lasswell ( 1930, 1948) provided a theore

tical basis for the study of personality and political part

icipation. He pointed out that complete understanding of 

political involvement can be achieved by our knowledge of 

social,cultUialand historical factors involved in the 
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personality characteristics of politically apathetic and 

active individuals. Reisman and Glazer (1950) also.found 

that psychological correlates of political interest and dis-

,ll�Cre;\ 1; ij,w;c,y re•lw;i w�vn pY���.v�� �vv•9n,�pevit1-
cally he pointed out that personality differences between 

politically active and apathetic individuals have different 

impact on the action of the individual. They suggested that 

politically interested individuals are more self-aware, and 

energetic and courageous and more able to criticize authority 

than politically apathetic individual who feel important, 

dependent and submissive. 

Weima (1965) carried out an investigatio» to exhibit 

the relationship of authoritarianism with religio·s1 ty, _ anti

semitism, anti-communism, religious conservatism, anti-pro

testanism and anti-ethnocentrism. A group test �eflecting 

these variables was administered on five groups of student 

sample. Group one wa_s interested in the field of religion and 

remaining groups was consisted or catno11c students. The re

sults of the study showed significant positive correlation 

between authoritarianism am personality syndromes. Thus 

personality factors were found as relatively permanent dis

position in the individual that directs him fQr supporting 

specific ideological stance in the preference of a specific 

issue in the election. 

Meade and Wh1 ttaker ( 1967) showed that authoritarianism 
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culturally divergent groups of college students. They were 

Americans, Arabs, Rhodesian, Chinese, Indian and Brazillians. 

California F-Scale was administtJed· an all the subjects. 

The results showeq that Americans were significantly lowest 

in authoritarianism in comparison to other groups.Rhodesians 

and Indians were highest in authoritarianism. On the basis 

of these findings, the investigator concluded that cultural 

diversity relating to personality as causative factors have 

enormous impact in the development of authoritarian attitude. 

Thus attitude formation in favour of some political issue in 

the act of voting may be determined by the personality syndro

me of the individual. 

Kerpelman (1968) conducted a study to investigate the 

relationship of political behaviour to personality and 

attitude dimensions. The study was based on 1964 U.S. presi

dential election. The sample was composed of 253 subjects 

Among them 172 were in the 15-24 age group, 63 were 25-34 age 

group, 20 were 35-44 age groups and 3 were 45 years old. Each 

age group was equally divided by six. A sixty item question

naire was used to measure the three personality variables and 

the one political attitude variable. Analysis of variance was 

computed to determine the nature of differences in the sub

scale scores of the two presidential preference groups. The 

results indicated that Goldwater group scored significantly 

more toward the 

results of this 

n; h 
authoritariasm end than the Jonson group. The

.'\. 

study indicated a relationship between con-
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conservative voting and authoritarianism in several areas of 

personality and attitude func7ioning. 

Gore and Rotter (1963) conducted an empirical study 

which focused on the locus of I-E control as perso�ality co

rrelates of so.cp..ailacti,on. Sixty two males and 54 females 

constituted subjects in this study. The subjects were collec

ted from Southern Negro College students who prominently 

participated in social protest movements. I-E control of re

inforcement scale and the Maslow-Crowney social Desirability 

scale were administered. Data concerning socio-economic 

status and religious preferences of the subjects were also 

collected. The subjects were divided into groups �ccording 
½f..e5L-

to the category of social action,such as,from the�commitment

to the lowest. The results showed a significant relationship 

between the scores on I-E scale an:i social action taking be

haviour. It was found that individuals who see themeselves 

as the determiner of their own fate tended to commit them

selves to more personal and decisive social action. 'Ille same 

trend was observed in both males and females. On the basis 

of these findings, Gore and Rotter concluded that individuals 

are conceived to vary along a locus of control dimension with

two end points,internal and external. Thus internally contro

lled persons will show greater personal choices in the act of 

voting. 

Strickland (1965) also investigated the phenomenon of 

I-E control using two personality inventories such as I-E

scale and Maslow Crowney Social Desirability scale. The sample
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g,l:J 
was a group of 53 Negros who activ� participated in civil 

rights movements in the South. A control group of 105 Negros 

who were not active was also used in the study. It was found 

that active group members were more internally controlled than 

the non-active group members. lhus the study showed that per

sonality characteristics in terms of internally control may 

lead the individual to take part in political and social 

action. This may influence individuals decisions in the pre

ference for a candidate in the election. 

Sanger and Alker (1972) tried to show the relationship 

of I-E control and attitudes towards women's liberation move

ment. The sample of this study was composed of 50 women who 

participated in liberation movement and another 50 women who 

did not participated in this movement. Rotter's I-E Scale 

were used. The data were factor analyzed and three dimensions 

emerged. These were personal control, protestant ethic ideo

logy am feminist ideology. The results showed that the parti

cipants of the wome n's liberation movements were more inter

nally controlled in the sense of personal control and more 

external and protestant ethic ideologr and feminist ideology 

Thus the study indicated. that personality of the individual 

may play a vital role in determining the direction of politi

cal action. 

Abramomitz (1973) also conducted useful investigation 

on internal-external control in the context of ;. socio-poli ti

cal activism. 'llle sample was 160 coll�·ge students. More than 

one third of them were the members of campus social action 

- --�--------
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groups. Rotter's I-E scale and Kerpelman's political Activ

ity scales were administered on the subjects. The results 

showed that political items were the predictor of political 

commitment but non-political items were not able to make any 

prediction about political commiunent. On basis of these 

findings,the investigator concluded socio-political actions 

are externally controlled. 

Seshadhari and Jain (1972) reflected on external and 

internal control in voting. He found that voters are influen

ced by election campaigns arxi the propaganda of the competing 

political parties. He reported that 35� of the rwal respon

dents and 58% of the urban respondents in India use to advice 

£rom some body else in or.der to make their choice for voting. 

In such cases persons with external control personality are 

more vulnerable to political pressures for taking decisions 

in the act of voting. 

Thus the studies on personality factors and voting 

attitudes ere based on the assumption that people may per

ceive the availability of certain advantages and take their 

own dicisions. So the process of decision ma.king regarding 

the voting and voting intention is directly connected with 

the personality of the individual. It is because any deci

sion about voting has a personal factor. The influences of 

external agents or the internal forces within the individuals 

is positively correlated with personality syndromes interms 

of I-E control or interms of ideological preferences. It is 
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therefore important to note that the structural component 

in decision making is the unique personality make up of the 

individual. 

DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES AND VOTING CHOICE 

The urban rural cleavage in political involvement is an 

important dimension of the study of voting behaviour. In every 

country the gap between Urban arxi Rural society is very clear. 

In urban areas,the effect of industrialization has provided 

a specific type of culture which is very much different from 

rural culture. Rural culture is mostly tradition oriented. 

Again industrial workers in urban area follow the time-clock 

and they work for specific hours. But peasants in rural area 

work throughout the day and they maintain time clock with the 

monsoon and season. These di fferences between urban and rural 

population have led them to respond differently to political 

activities. 'lhus in respect of political actions and voting 

behaviour,the peasants appear simply as a qualitatively diff

erent citizens then their urban compatriots. Inspite of these 

realizations,it is observed that urban-rural differences is 

the best understood dimension in the study of voting behaviour. 

There are very few studies that have been designed specifi

cally to explain urban-rural variable in the understanding of 

political participation. The studies relating to demographic 

factors available in the literature have appeared casually 

associated with various dimensions of voting behaviour. Hence, 

the review in this area would be limited within those studies 
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which are reported prominantly in explaining the other vari

ables related with political action and voting. 

Campbell and his associates (1960) made classic study 

on the pattern of rural involvement in the national political 

community in the United States and found that the rural world 

is apathetic towards national politics. The rural people are 

found to mediate their participation in national election 

through effective interest-group leaders. Henry Valen and 

Daniel Katz (1964) ccnducted empirical study on farmer's par

ticipation in national polices in Scandinavia and found that 

the farmers participate in national elections more actively 

through a rural party that defends their interests in national 

politics. Sidney Tarrow (1967) als���ch empirical study on 

the pattern of political involvements of rural people in 

Southern Italy, and concluded that urban-based political par

ties in Italy attempt to penetrate the rural world and thus 

the adaptation takes place in the structures of national 

politics. 

Henry Ehrmann (1968) made an extensive study on the 

political activities in France and observed that the rural 

voter in France showed greater personal intensity as it was 

evident during the campaign. It was found that during the 

election campaign the personal conf.�9ntations of the candi

dates and their mutual accusations in the electoral materials 

bec�me more fascinating in smaller districts. Thus the inves

tigator concluded that the more personal quality of politics 

in rural France is characteriszed by its greater interest of 

rural people. 
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Greenstein and Tarrow (1971) showed that party identi

fications in France have several implications. They found 

that party identification involves commitment to a political 

party. fut the act of voting in the polls as a neutral mea

sure is a social system of political participation. Hence 

rural involvement in politics in France is associated with 

personal interest am as such it is a perticipation in poli

tical system. So the investigators concluded that interest 

in politics of rural France does not involve comm1--·.tment to 

a political party and the voters in rural areas are more 

concerned about their personal benefit. 

Robert E.Lane (1959) made a comparative study between 

France and United States and found that rural Frenchmen show 

less interest in politics and they are identified as non

partisans but they are not low in political involvement. fut 

survey results in United States and elsewhere show that the 

non-party identifiers are less likely to participate in 

elections than the party identifiers. 

Stein Rokkan (1970) conducted a study about rural-urban 

voting pattern in France. He observed that rural France is 

full of people whose psy�hological attachment to the party 
of 

system is weak. Inspite that voting turnout is higher in 

rural population than in urban population. He administered 

standard measures of participation and found that the F'rench 

peasant scores higher than most of the urban compatriots. 

This finding indicates that voting ternout is higher for less 
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uneducated people than those of more educated people. A 

1966 IFOP survey showed that 32% of the peasants interviewed 

had participated in demonstrations that brokeout in Brittany 

in 1961. Similarly 24% of the peasants interviewed were very 

interested in peasant movements in the rest of France. It 

showed that the peasants have an anormous capacity for par

ticipation when the situation does not divide one from. 

another. 

Alain Lancelot (1968) reported that the France polls 

show a much stonger picture of rural turnout am a weaker 

one of urban voting in 1962 national election. The investi

gator observed that this high voting participation of rural 

France is due to the fact that elections in rural France are 

merely occassions on which social conformity requires one to 

vote. 

Sidney Tarrow (1971) made a vivid description and ana

lytical presentation of an empirical study conducted in Fra

nce on urban-rural differentiation in pol1t1ca1 action. His 

investigation was based on the reports of some survey find

ings of national election in France. He also conducted some 

community studies. He tried to findput the causes of inconsis

tency between survey evidence and community studies ewidence 

and concluded that political involvement may be conceptua

lized into two aspects such as citizen involvement and part

isan involvement. He concluded that the modal form of vote 

involvement in rural France is a combination of high citizen 
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involvement, low partisan involvement. Thus the average voter

in rural France is not simply non-partisan but actively 

anti-partisan. 

Kim, et al (1976) conducted a survey on voter tu�n-

out and the meaning of election in South Korea. 'Ihe survey 

was made on the basis of data collected from 1963 presiden

tial election. The survey was conducted approximately one 

month after the election. The sample was composed of 004 res

pondents. A systamatic analy sis of elections of voting beha

viour showed that urbanization and the mobilization of votes 
e

are inversly related. Urban voters were found more consistent 

than rural voters in partisan support. The major source of 

urban opposition was a stronger democratic commitments of the 

urban residents. The study also reported sane informations 

about sex differentiation in voting. It was found that female 

voted less than males. Generally speaking,the male voters 

showed a greater degree of interest in elections in both urban 

and rural residents. 'Ihe data showed that sex difference in 

the election is much greater for the rural than for the urban 

voters. 

Sex differences in voting behaviour have been repor

ted by a large number of investigators. Hayes (1937) conduc

ted a study on American voters of 1932 election. 'lhe sample 

cons tituted 8419 voters. It was found that women expressed 

more socialistic and internationalistic attitudes in compa

rison to male. Lentz et al (1935) conducted another study on 

j 
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male-female participation in voting. He used a sample of 409 

adults. 'lhe manual for C-R opinionaire was administered on 

the subjects for measuring their ideological preference on 

radicalism-conservatism continuum. The results showed that 

mal es expressed significantly higher proportion of extreme 

radicalism than females. Females, on the otherhand, expressed 

extreme conservative attitudes. Due to these differences 

between male and female in their ideological preference, the 

voting behaviour of males arxi females were also found to 

differ. 

Stanger (1940) used cross-out technique as a method 

in public opinion analysis and atte�\ed to find out male-
o female differences in politico-econo!llc steretype. He coll-

ected his sample from the Uni versity of Akron. So it was 

student sample. '!he findings of the s�ud.y showed that women

were significantly more conservative than man. Fay am 

Middleton (1939) conducted a study using a sample of college 

students. 1he study was conducted for identifying certain 

factors relating to liberal and conservative attitudes. The 

specific £actors were sex, social class, faternity member

ship as major subject. The findings revealed that male 

college students were more liberal than fema les. 

Harris, Remmers and Ellison (1932) also conducted 

empirical study to find out the relationships between liberal 

and conservative attitudes in college students. 'lhe investi

gators reported that male students were more liberal than 

female students. Similar study was reported by Nelson (1938) 
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He used a student sample composed of 3758 respondents. The 

sample was collected from Mid-Western,Eastern and Southern 

colleges. He found that male were highly liberal in their 

attitudes than women. Similar findings have been reported by 

Wrightstone (1934),Vetter (1930),Whisler and Remmers (1938). 

These studies also used student sample to find out the diff

erences in male and female on radical-conservative dime�sions. 

The results of these students were in the same direction. It 

was found that high school boys were considerably more libe

ral than girls and college women emerged as conservative 

reactionary group. However, men and women were found average 

liberal among the Purdue University Students. These find-

ings se·em to indicate -fi.hat conservatism in females gradually 

diminishes as,they enter into a University life. 

A few studies have been reported on Indian elections 

about the political behaviour among women. Chandidas (1975), 

for axample, found female voters giving significantly more 

support to the congress party than other parties.The studies 

reported by Goyal (1959) and Goel (1970) sho wed that vote 

turnout among f'emales was 15?6 less than males. 'lhey also .found 

that men were fourtimes more interested in politics than wo

men. Sanwal and Sanwal (1971) conducted a study in an assem

bly constitency in Kumaon. They found that the females were 

either kept away from voting or voted only when the males in 

the family.wished them to vote. Kini(1969) reported that fe

males showed lower sense of political efficacy than males. 

Females also showed much less political effectiveness in 
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politics. These studies show that politics is a male affair 

in Indian context. 

VOTING PATTERNS OF BANGLADESH ELECTION 

For the purpose of broader perspectives of political 

activity and voting behaviour relating to elections con duc

ted in Ba.ngladesh,some election reports have been summarized 

here. 'lhese are merely descriptive analysis of voting beha

viour in terms of partisan attitudes, party identification , 

leadership image, election campaign and issue orientation 

as has been revealed in election. 

The general elect.ion 1n 1970 was the culmination of 

national liberation movement in erstwhile East Paki stan. 

Chak ravarty ( 1986) reported that the 1970 general election 

was a challenge to martial law government of Pak.is tan. He 

observed the various incidences that led to the arrangement 

of general election based on adult franchise. -The results 

of this election showed that Awami League emerged as majority 

group in the parliament of Pakistan. But Pakistan People's 

Party emerged as majority group in West Pakistan. '!his indi

cates that both Awami League and Pakistan People's Party 

failed to include the national issues in their election cam-
, 

paigning. In fact ,Awa.mi Leag ues election campaigning inclu-

ded the six-point prog ramme as the political issue.This issue 

was the demand for provincial autonomy for East Pakistan. In 

the preparation for this election of 1970, Awami League arr

anged meetings in the remote corner of the country. Awami 
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League leaders and party supporters convinced the people 

that the election would be the mandate for autonomy and they 

will save the people of Bengal from exploitation of Pakistani 

Army rulers.On the observation of these events, Chakravarty 

showed that 1970 general election under martial law govern

ment was based on issue orientation. Election campaiging of 

Awami League was effective to induce their political pro

grammes into the minds of citzens for making a positive deci

sion favouring Awami league candidates. Thus the election 

also reflected the partisan attitude of the people. Most im

portant an:i dominating factor in this election was the leader

ship image of Awami League leader Sheik Mujih�· Rahman. Hence 

the 1970 general election may be said to reflect all the di

mensionsof voting behaviour such as partisan attitude,party 

identification,leadership image
J

election ca•paign and issue 

orientation in Awami League as a political party.As a result 

other political parties lost the election with a big margin 

with Awami League. 

Harun (1986) gave a descriptive analysis of nation's 

first parliament election after independence on the 7th 

March 1973. About 55.62% voters exercised their franchise 

in this election. Fourteen political parties contested the 

election. There were also indepemdent candidates. The elec

tion result was that Awami League won 282 seats, JSD, 1 

seat, BJL, 1 and Independent candicates 5. 

The 1973 general election in Bangladesh was the 

first step of democratization. Harun reported that the image 
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of Sheik Mujibur Rahman had a great impact on the electo

rate. The world public media called Sheik Mujibur Rahman as 

Bango Bandhu and this helped to exercise enomous influence 

in the voters to support Awami League candidate,'lhe investi

gator found that the election campaigning focused on this 

aspect of leadership image and the election,infact1capitali

zed the emotion of people. Party symbol of Awa.mi League was 

another important factor of voting· attitudes in this election • 

Boat was th e party symbol of Awami league. People voted for 

this symbol in 1970 election and won independence. So the 

symbol of boat was the symbol of salvasion and pe.Ople was 

emotionally attached to it. Thus the investigator concluded 

that leadership image of " Banga Bandhu II and emotionality 

of the people played decisive role in choice of the carxlidate 

in the election. As a result Awami League got overhelming 

majority. 

Khan and Zafarullah (1986) made a review of 1978 pre

sidential election in Ba ngladesh. The election was held on 

third June 1978. Two political fronts contested the election. 

One was the Jatiotabadi front (JF) and the other was Gano

tantrik Oikya �ote (GOJ). The JF was a combination of groups 

with heterogeneous conflicting and divergent interest and 

ideologies. The GOJ, on the otherhand, was composed of 

homogeneous groups. The JF contested the election on 19-

point programme given by Ziaur Rahman. Its main issues were 

the establishment of presidential form of government,resto-
of 

ration civil and political rights of the people,lifting of 
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martial law, repeal of the fourth amendment of the 1972 cons

titution and to annihilate politically Awami-Baksallit es. 

The GOJ emphasized on such political issues in contes

ting election as the restoration of parliamentary form ·of 

government, upholding fundamental rights of citizen, with

drawal of martial law, repeal of the political parties regu

lation ordi�ance, unconditional release of political priso

ners, independence of judiciary, restoration of the image of 

Sheik Mujib and trial of all political killings. The results 

of the election showed that Ziaur Rahman (JF) polled 15,733,807 

votes which is 76.83 percent of the total votes cast, M.A.G. 

Osmany (GOJ) could bag only 4,455,200 or 21.70 percent of the 

votes cast. The remaining candidates could gather only 1.67� 

votes. So Zia was returned to the presidency with landside 

victory. The verdict was thus clear and unequivocal. 

The reviewers of 1978 presidential election found 

that leadership image of Ziaur Rahman was the important fac

tor for voters to make decisions in voting infavour of Jati

otabadi front (JF). The opponents of Ziaur Rah.man had no 

leadership image. Only general Osmani had some familiarity 

with the people. So public opinion in favour of these can-

didates was obscure. In fact the miss rule,corruption and 

irregularities of the Awa.mi League administration were very 

much in the minds of the people. Hence general Osmani 
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as a presidential candidate of nominee of GOJ soughsupport 

from Awami League supporters. This went against Osmani and 

he lost the election. Thus the reviewers concluded that 

leadership image of Zia as well as miss deeds of Awami League 

administration were the main cause of victory of JF in the 

presidential election of 1978.

Rashiduzzaman (1979) also made a survey on 1978 presi

dential election in Bangladesh. Accord.j.ng to him the massive 

presidential victory of Ziaur Rahman was possible because 

opposition political parties were not organized. But the 

election provided the opportunity of the political parties 

to begin their political activities and to gain strength 

gradually. He observed that the JF was backed by pro-peking 

redicals as well as the Muslim League. The support of Muslim 

League provided Islamic orientation in politics. Thus religi

ous elements as ideology motivated the people to provide .. 

their supports to Ziaur Ra hman as a presidential candidate 

in the election. 'lhus the descriptive analysis of 1978 pre

sidential election by Rashiduzzaman have added another ele

ment such as religious sentiment as an important factor that 

may influence voters decis�on in the choice of a carxiidate 

in the election • 

Harun (1986) also reflected on 1978 presidential 

election and found that significant development of political 

activities during the election was characterized by the ele-

ction campaign of religion-based parties. 'lhus the galvanizing
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force of Bengaljnationalism which was responsible for Bangla

desh independence would no longer become a rallying point 

and religious forces become predominant and occupied the 

mind of the people instead of Bengali Nationalism. These obs-

ervations of 1978 presidential election in Bangladesh as re-

ported by Harun have introduced the Islamic elements in Ban-

gladesh politics. 

The presidential election that held on 15th November 

1981 was also an important event in the political arena of 

Bangladesh. After the ass$cination of president Zia, Justice 

Sattar was -� the nominee of BNP as a condidate for presi-

dency. Dr. Kamal Hossain from Awami League was the second 

important carrlidate for presidency. Harun (1986) has evalu

ated this presidential election in details and observed that 

the triumph of Justice Sattar was almost certain. It was be

cause bengalis wanted to give homage beyond the tomb to pre

sident Zia. In his evaluation of this presidential election, 

Harun found that people were ti red of political manouvering 

and bloody turbulences and voted for relative peace,stability 

and continuity in a given situation. Moreover,the poor pea

sants experienced benevolence in Zia's authoritarianism. '!he 

rural voters were, no drubt,made to feel appeased with the

status quo. In addition,the rightist parties with Islamic 

banners ensured that tradition votes for Justice Sattar. As 

a result BNP carxiidate emerged as an important personality 

in the election arrl w.on the. election as a matter of sure-

success. 
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Z.R.Khan (1982) has made a short review of the presi

dential election of November 15th,1981. According to him 

this presidential election was fought on the basis of issues 

left behind by the two dead charismatic leaders, Zia and 

Mujib. Justice Sattar campaigned on Zia's successes in brin

ging about constructive change through the 19-point progra

mme. Thus election campaigning by BNP gave emphasis on admin

istrative decentralization, increase in agricultural produc

tivity. These two issues arrested the attention of village 
voters and they cast their vote in favour of BNP candidate. 

Moreover, as Z.R. Khan observed, Satte�'s reputation as an 

astitute political negotiator and a sensible adminstrator 

also influenced the educated voter's decision in voting. 

Thus leadership image was also an important factor of 1981 

presidential election of Bangladesh. 

As a cause of failure in the election of Awami League 

nominated candidate Dr. Kamal Hossain, Khan pointed out that 

people was ti red 0£ Awami League administration. The closer 

tie of Awami League with New Delhi was another cause for 

people's resentment against Awami League. Khan observed that 

Hossain failed to confront the reali.ties of the changing 

values of the Bangladeshi� regard to their feelings for non

secular nationalism which is a blend of love for Bangladesh 

and faith in Islam. Sheik Mujib had understood this new trend 

but failed to capitalize on it for fear of alienating the 

Hindu min ority. Hindus constitute 18% of total population in 
Bangladesh. Mujib and Awami League leadership did not wish to 



,· 

.. 

• 

- 88 -

displease this portion of the people and d�d not want to 

make Indian leadership feel uneasy by overtly accepting the 

new trend in Bangladeshi nationalism. So Khan concluded that 

one major national issue in the 1981 presidential election 

was secular nationalism versus Bangladeshi nationalism. This 

issue has great impact on the -foreign policy of Bangladesh. 

BNP was able to realize the sentiment of the people and 

advocated for Bangladeshi nationalism and influenced voter's 

choice in favour of them� 

Molla (1986) reviewed the 1981 p�esidential election. 

He focused on the nature an:l process. ,df polarization, selec

t.ion of can:iidates, and nature o� ithe manifesto containing 

various issues in election programme. He found that three 

polarized fo rces such as Bangladesh National Party,Ten party 

alliance and 18 party alliance were very active in the poli

tical arena of Bangladesh. These alliances broke down on the 

eve of,presidential election as they could not agree on a 

commonly acceptable candidate for the presidency. During the 

election period Awami League (Hasina), the largest opposi

tion party, had to face criticisms for their past miss deeds 

and miss rule. Moreover,Dr. Kamal Hossain, the nominated can

didate of Awami League, was considered to be of pro-American 

loby. So Pro-Soviet loby could not support the can:iidature 

of Dr. Kamal Hossain. Awami League (Mizan) an:i Bangladesh 

Muktijodda Sangsad, on the otherhand�suported BNP candidate

Abd usSattar. Thus according to Molla political polarization -· - -

and selection of camidates were important factors for in

fluencing the voter's decision in the election. 
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Molla also observed that 1981 presidential election 

was marked by the absence of any popular issue which could 

create E¥:lthusiasm among the electorate. '.Ihe election mani

festos of the political parties were si�ply the reiteration 

of their old programmes. Hence according to Molla. it was 

the image of Zia that worked as main driving force for the 

victory of BNP. On the otherhand.JAwami League (H) failed 

to convince the people about its fut�e policies. The party 

of Awaai League could no� reconcile its adherece to the 

BAKSAL programme with its advocacy of reintroducing parli

amentary system in the country. 'Ihere'was apprehension in 

some sectian that the Awami League,if return to power would 

reintroduce one party rule with all the consequences. More

over,Dr. Kamal Hossain had lived most of the time abroad 

and was not well known politically. Lastly inner conflicts 

and factional troubles within the Awami League (H) damaged 

the party's electoral prospects. On the basis of these obs

ervations, Molla concluded that, 1981 presidential election 

was the people's verdict for late president Zia's political 

programme. Moreover, Awami League lost people's support for 

its pro-Indian stance. Religion played a significant role 

and the people generally voted for those who mixed Islam 

with politics. 'lhe socialist ideology occupied a back seat 

and proved to be of no effect in the election. 

Thus the unpredictable nature of Bangladeshi voters 

had been well demonstrated in the presidential election of 

1981. They had been increasingly independent in their 
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electoral choices. Neither of the political factors such 

as candidate orientation,Issue orientation,and party iden

tification were singularly decisive in determining voting 

behaviour of the electorate. Different issues were mingled 

together cumulatively in determining voter's political 

preferences ( Molla,1986). 

Syed Sirajul Islam reviewed 1986 parliamentary and 

presidential election of Bangladesh. He found that 1986 

parliamentary election failed to generate mass public enth

usiasm. During the six-week election ca?,lpaign the Jatiya 

Party (JP) high-lighted Er sad' s development activities and 

his scheme for decentralization. 'Ille party reminded the 

· public of the likely consequance of the Awami-Baksalities

return to power. '.Ihe Awami League,the main opposition in

the election,on the contrar� criticized Ersad's regime as

a military dictatorship and pledged the restoration of par

liamentary democracy. In particular Awami League used the

image of She-ik Mujib in election campaign. '!he BNP was the

anti-election party and urged the people not be participate

in the election.

In this third parliamentary election,no party attained 

an absolute majority, S.S.Islam observed that there was no 

election excitement, Instead of interaction between the can

didates am voters,polling day was marked by wide spread in

teraction between candidates and muscleman in andaround the 

polling ar�as, unprecedented violence arrl high-jacking of 

. r 
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ballot boxes from the polling stations. So the election 

was supposed to be unfair and Sheik Hasina accused the 

Government of vote piracy. 

The third presidential election was held on October., 

15,1986. Islam observed that a unique feature of election 

campaign was that noneof the candidates spoke against one 

another. 'Ibis was because no major opposition political party 

leaders contested the election. '.the BNP described the elec

tion as an attempt to legitimise an illegal regime and deman

ded Ershad's resignation. Ershad won a landslide victory 

securing 83.57% of votes cast (turn out was 54%). Ershad's 

victory had been massive but it was a foregone conclusion 

since there was no competent opposition candidate; .• Viewed 

from this perspectives,Islam concluded that 1986 presiden

tial election in Bangladesh was a necessary consequence of 

martial law regime. 

In conclusion it can be said that a direct relation

ship between demographic factors and vo ting behaviour has 

not been attempted in the studies reviewed here, There is 

however an effort to establish slight correlation between

demographic factors' and other correlates of voting. '!bus 

the studies have reflected on demographic factors like 

Urban-Rural origin and male-female differentiation as moder

ating variables effecting much influence in the choice of 

candidates in election • 
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The preceding review of literature are found relevant 

to voting behaviour. These studies have been conducted main

ly in western countries. Some studies of Indian and Bangla

deshi elections have also been reviewed. The distinctive 

feature of these two types of studies lies in the fact that 

the western studies have grown up,on survey methods mediated 

by theoretical supports. Indian and Bangladeshi studies�on 

the otherhand�are discrete and isolated informations in the

form of descriptive analysis. Hence the present study have 

utilized the theoretical paradigm provided by the western 

studies about voting behavi our. Nonetheless, all the studies 

reviewed in this section have focused on different aspects 

of voting behaviour and have showed that partisan attitude, 

party identification, leadership image, election campaign, 

issue orientation, ideology personality syndrome, Urban

Rural origin and male-female differentiation are closely 

related with voting. In the next chapter an attempt would be 

made _ to utilize the theoretical and empirical statements 

given here for the outling of developments and formulation 

of objectives of the present study. 
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CHAPTER - III 

DEVELOPMENT AND OBJECTIVE OF THE S'IUDY 

The present study aims at an empirical investigation 

oli aome psychological dimensions of voting behaviour with 

special reference to Bangladesh. The review of literature 

have revealed that voting behaviour stems from the politi

cal activities of the citizens and various multi-di.Jpensional 

approaches have been adopted by the investigators for under

standing and explaining the internal as well as external 

factors of voting. In view of these empirical findings rep

orted in chapter - II, an effort would be made in this chap

ter to point out the specific theoretical framework am 

relevant socio-economic, political and cultural background 

for the guidance of the research investigation,its needs, 

objectives design and hypothesis • 
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND ISSUES QJIDING THE S'IUDY 

Investigation of determinants of voting behaviour 

appears to be a subject of major interest to the political 

thinkers (DeCotiis and Lelouran,1981 ; Strom,1982). In a 

democratic state, it has become more imperative for political 

psychologist,who attempt to understand and predict voting 

behaviour. Campbell arrl his associates (1960) might be ·credi

ted for providing us empirical findings of voting behaviour 

leading to the development of theoretical models. Many in

vestigators ( Fisher, 1980 ; Near et.al. 1980) have found 

that voter attitude towards the carrlidates or parties may 

appear as main factor accounting for the prediction of act

ual vote. Inspite of these observations, it is felt that the 

available models of voting attitudes can not describe preci

sely and accurately the underlying processes operating to 

affect voting behaviour in varying socio-political and cul

tural systems. 

It has been typically maintained to be logical and

consistent that a person holds a positive attitude towards 

some election candidate. This contention is based on 

Festinger's (1957) theory of cognitive dissonance. '!his 

theory implies that people terrl to behave consistently 

with their attitudes. &npirically, however, the relation

ship between attitude towards the candidate alone and vot

ing behaviour has gained inconsistent support. This type of 
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inconsistent findings may be weak linkages between attitu-

des and behavio,ur in gene:tal. In !act, the most fundamental 

problem of attitude research is the fact that stating an 

opinion is different from taking action. As Weinstein (1972) 

observed that having a favourable opinion about an object 

will not necessarily lead to take action in support of it. 

It·•has been further asserted by Weinstein that the attitude 

behaviour linkage will not occur unless behaviour is perce

ived to be functionally related to the attitude. This indicates 

that there is an additional element into the attitude-beha

viour linkage that may be called intention to behave. In the 

study of voting behaviour, it is nec�•e·ary to f"ocus on the 

psychological aspects of" attitude-behaviour linkage so that 

it may be conceived congruently with attitude. Fishbein's 

theory (Ajzen and Fishbein,1977, Fishbein and Ajzen,1975) 

have attempted to provide a reply that the power for predic

tion of an attitude is functionally related between attitude 

and behaviour. 'Ihe application of Fishbein's concept is p.oss

ible to the present context of the study in the sense that 

(

voting behaviour is expected to be more accurately predic

/ table via aff"ective responses towards w�OID he has the most 

favourable attitudes. 

Furthermore, the accuracy of predicting voting behavi

our may be substantially improved with data on intention of 

voting. In this sense attitud�nal data is.expected to ref

lect voting behavmour. Following these arguments, it is 
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possible to give two-fold reason !or measuring voting att

itudes in the study of voting behaviour. The !irat reason 

is that an expressed intent to vote iij a closer approxima

tion of actual vote. The secog reason is that the intention 

expressed by the voter also conveys an implication of voice 

comi"bnent. Hence it can be argued that if voting intention 

is expected to prove more predictive of actual vote am to 

mediate the voter attitude-voting behaviour relationship, 

then it is possible that voter's attitudes would be related 

to voting behaviour only in the presence of voting intention. 

These theoretical statements clearly demonstrate that any 

study of voting behaviour is necessarily a voting attitude 

on some theoretical paradigm. The present study have utilized 

these theoretical explanations in the study of psychological 

dimensions of voting behaviour. 

The review of literature in chapter II and various 

approaches of understan:ling voting behaviour presented in 

chapter I suggests that an attempt to understand. voting beha

viour can not be sepQrated from socio-economic, political and 

cultural contexts with which the study is to be carried out. 

It is, there�ore, necessary to give a brief account of social 

atmosphere, economic development, cultural orientation and 

political involvement of the people of Bangladesh, which 

would provide some background informations of understanding 

voting behaviour of the citizens. 'lhese ini'ormations also 
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would be appropriate to formulate objectives, design and 

hypotheses of the present study. 

SOCIO-POLITICAL CULTURE IN BANGLADESH 

Bangladesh have been facing with a dileDDDa regarding 

the cultural identity of her people. When we look at the 

prepartition Bengal, we found that most of the Bengal cul

ure was dominanted by the caste Hindus. The Muslims consti-

tuted the b.llk of the population of Bengal. But they were mos

tly peasants class and have little influence in the formation 

/ of cult� identify based on Muslim tradition and heritage.

So there was an increasing demand on the part of Bengali 

Muslims to have opportunities to fulfil their aspiration of 

cultural identity based on Islamic religious beliefs and 

customs. The partition of Bengal in 1905 by Lord Curzon gave 

the muslims an opportunity to develop their own identity. / 

This gave them an insight as to their own capability for 
/

cultural and social distinctiveness (Ahmed,1977). 

The caste Hindus opposed the partition of the then 

Bengal. 'lh� argued that the mo:ve to devide Bengal was an att

empt to a split of the politically articulted Benga]jjspeak-

ing people. 'lhe partition thus greatly intensified the natio� 

list feeling and gave rise to Sawdeshi and Terr .. orist moveT 

ments (Chakravarty,1986). But yery few Muslims provided sup

ports to these movements and they happily accepted the 
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division of Bengal as a social reality. In fact this deci-

sion created the new opportunities for the growing muslim 

middle class. The failure of the Muslims to support the 

anti-partition movement seemed to burn Hindu feelings and

sharpen communal antagonism, /- - -
- -

Thus a sharp contrast between Hindus and Muslims was 

evident on cultural lines. 'lhe Muslims made utmost effort 

to free themselves from the Hindua dominating Aryan culture 

of Bengal .  One positive step in this direction was the est

ablishment of Dhaka University in 1921. As a result1modern

higher education began to spread rather rapidly among the 

Muslims. This widened the vision of the generation and a pro

gressive attitude began spreading slowly but surely among 

the young intel4igentsia of Bengali Muslim (Joarder,1977). 

Thus the dilemma of cultural identi.ty faced by Ben

gali Muslims found a liberal solution leading through the 

acquisition of secular knowledge of western origin. It was 

too late and by this time the British imperialism had crea

ted atmosphere conducive to the rise of Hindu militancy and 

aggressive nationalism. 'lhis dismayed the spirit of univer

salism and openmindedness of Bengali Renaissance. 'lhus a 

perpetual cleavage was created among Bengali Muslims and 

Bengali Hindus impossible to bridge over (Joarder,1977, 

Khan, 1977 J Huq, 1985 ). 

As a result Bengali Hindus created a modern Bengali 

literature after the model of English literature but the 

/ 
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modern Bengali literature developed by the Hindu elite 

was not sympathetic to the feelings of Muslims. This anti

muslim biasness was reflected in the curricula of the mod-

ern Anglo-Bengali Schools and it proved a stumbling block 

for the Muslims for assimilation (Khan,1977),Consequently 

Muslims tried to 11Ditate,fDr carrying out a modern Bengali 

literature with an emphasis on Muslim culture which, the.y 

thought,might be representative of the common masses of 

Bengali Muslim. Thus Muslims became psychologically aware

that their cultural identity is bound to be threatened by 

Hindu neighbours and they would be non-representative 

in the face of heavy influx of Indo-Aryan culture. J 

'Ihus Bengali Muslims tried to develop positive social 

identity on linguistic differentiation (Huq,1984). Bengali 

Muslims began to con sider their own style of language as an 

important factor for introducing Muslim elements in Bengali 

culture . In fact, Bengali writers emphasized Arabicised 

Bengali language and tried to maintain their group distinc

tiveness on cultural elements. The present day Bengali cul

ture in Bangladesh is characterized in this new direction 

and ultimately have come to dominate the thoughts and aspi

rations of the people in all aspects of social, economic, 

cultural and political fields ( Karim,1956 ; Talukder, 1971 

Ara, 1983 ). 

Political culture in Bangladesh is an extension of 

Bengali culture as developed during British period and culmi

nated in the creation of Pakistan.· It has been observed that 
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political culture is not sharply differentiated from 

socio-cultural spheres in newly independent nations (Pye, 

1962). Hence it is argued that Bangladesh political cul

ture is closely associated with social and political deve

lopment of history. Thus Bangladesh as a part of Pakistan 

experienced two political cultures. These were masspoliti

cal culture and elite political culture. The mass politi�al 

culture is permeated with traditional elements. The elite 

political culture is personified by English speaking inte

lligentsia. It includes national planners, political leaders, 

administrative cadres and military person n�1.The culture is 

expressed in modern language and is mixed with elements of 

. modern thoughts. 

The political culture of Ba ngladesh is an offshoot 

of political culture of Pakistan. It is to be noted that po

litical culture o:f newly independent countries have similar 

type of poll tical culture in the IndiS'l subcontinent. So 

Bangladesh, Pakistan and India share some distinctiTe featu

res of political culture in common. This distinctiveness may 

be summarized as follows : (1) Society is organized more

around its culture than around its politics, (2) Politics 

is marginal to the self-image of people am traditional cul

ture provides national identity, (3) The concept of religion 

gives rise to the concept of ethics in society, (4) Tradi

tional culture takes an authoritative centre in society. As 

a result of these characteristics of social frame-work in 

Indian sub-continent,politics in these countries seems to 
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underwrite the tradition bound culture and social devision. 

This has promoted different types a functional relationship 

between politics and certain special groups. 

The po·li:tic. al culture of BangJadesh may be conceived 

in similar fashion. Hence, the fusion of cultural forces and 

politics is very much conspicuous in Bangladesh. It is, the

refore, arguable that political development in Bangladesh 

is determined by the dominant Muslim culture. Consciously or 

unconsc.-iously Bangladeshi political culture is reorganizing 

the different facets of a people's culture. The nation bri

: .ngs a particular part in its consciousness depending on the 

needs of its ages. In this aspect Bangladeshi cultural his

tory is a projection in which present day needs are reflec

ted. It incorporates within its fold adequate modalities of

reaching, changing or rejecting some of the : self.-

defined political values. Ea.ch of them has ensured the 

fleXibility of nation's political culture (Ara,1988; Bargen 

and Rosenberg, 1981 ; Almond and Verba, 1963 and Bion,1961). 

'!he political culture of Bangladesh may be rightly 

understood in its historical perspectives. Prepartition 

Bengal was dominanted by the elites am most of them were

caste Hindus. Th.e then culture of political Bengal was dom

inated by Brahminic trational culture. In contrast,Bengali 

Muslims introduced Islamic elements in Bengali culture. It 

is woDth mentioning that East Bengal as a part of Pakistan 

faced a paradoxical polit ical culture. The Pakistani rulers 
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used to say that the Bengali lack initiative
j

intellegence 

and efficiency. Hence Bengalis at that time realized that 

religion for them was an escape from the reality. As a 

result there was increasing demand for social identity as a 

seperate nation based on language and culture. These attitu

des were culminated in Bengali language movement in 1952. 

Thus ultimately the concept of Bengali political culture 

incorporated within its fold language, culture and tradition 

over-powering the sentimen ts ·of religion ( Murshed,1978). 

In conclusion it can be said that Bangladesh is predo

minantly a culture society and not a political society. The 

social values and religious dogmas are more important to the 

masses than political values. In fact political culture is 

highly concerned with rights and pri¥11�ges between differ

ent classes of people. It is characterized by co-operative 

interae�ndenceat the inter-class level. In the absence of 

democratization of power, political culture can not flourish. 

In Bangladesh there is clearly a vacuum of political teaching 

in absence of democratic system of government. In a word, it 

can be said that Bengali history and tradition, Bengali life 

and customs and Islamic religion have tremendous impact on 

the development of political culture in Bangladesh. Moreover, 

culture is a dynamic process and political culture of Bangla

desh, as it were in formative stage, contigent upon social 

change and development. 
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POLITICAL DEVEIDPMENT IN BANGLADESH 

Ba ngladesh has a long and chequered political history. 

It was the defeat of Nawab Sirajuddqlah in the battle of 

Palassey in 1757,which gave the British to enter in Indian 

sub-continent as a ruler. Since then Bengali has experienced 

various ups and downs of political life in her attempt to 

regain lost freedom. During British ·! reign, it was Bengal 

in the sub-continent where anti-British movement started and 

reached at its zenith through the establishment of Muslim 

League at Dhaka in 1906 - the only Muslim Organization in 

India for political settlement with the Indian Congress. 

In fact, political activities 1n Bengal· between two

world wars (1920- 1939) was marked by sharing of political 

powers between Bengali Hindus and Bengali Muslims. For this 

purpose, A.K.Fazlul Huq, Suhrawardi and other Muslim lea-

ders of Bengal entered in to a pact with C.R. Das in 1923 

which was kno'Wil as Bengal pact. The main terms of the pact 

were to have equal representation in all elective bodies in 

Bengal including legislative council and to appoint Muslims 

in public bodies till they reached parity with the Hindus. 

C.R. Das was the believer in liberal democracy wt majority

of the congress leaders did not support this liberal democra

tic philosophy. So he left the congress and organized his own 

party known as Shawraj ya party. He decided to enter the 

•
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Bengal Legislative Assembly to use that forum for struggle 

for the independence of the country. 

C.R. Das conceived the idea of II Bengalinationalism 11 

and entered into an understanding with Muslim leaders of 

Bengal. His party captured a majority of seat in the Calcutta 

Municipality and in accordance with the terms of the Bengal 

pact. Muslims had an equal share with the Hindus in all 

matters. The party fought the Bengal Council election and 

captured about 50 seats. The number of Hindu.- and Muslim 

members were almost equal. There was thus a successful team. 

work in the assembly and Calcutta Corporation between C.R. 

Das and Suhrawardi. fut this te·am work and unity of the two 

communities of Hindus am Muslims �id not continue long.There 

was a great�vacuum in political arena of Bengal when c. R. 

Das died in 1925. There arose soon conflicts of interest 

between Muslim and Hindu leaders. The issue was Benga.1 Ten-

ancy Act. The Muslim leaders of Bengal were more interested 

in the rights of the tennantso But.most of the Hindu 1eaders 

were Zamindars and as such they were reluctant to do any

thing for the te· ·nan ts. However in 1928 the Bengal te: ·nancy 

Act was passed. But the Muslim leaders were disappointed at 

the attitude of the Hindu leaders. Thus the political acti

vities of Bengal between two world wars could not bring 

unity between Bengali Muslims and Bengali Hindus on the con-

cept of Bengali nationalism • 
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Gradually the political activities of Bengal were

devided into two aspects. One group supported Indian Con

gress and hoped to share independence with India. They were 

Hindu leaders. Another group of political leaders was the 

representative of Bengali Muslims and they fo�ght for a free 

and undivided Bengal. The outline of sovereign Bengal scheme 

was forwarded to Gandhi by Sar at Chandra Bose and to Jinnah 
as 

by Suhrawardi. These were follows : 

(I) The Muslim League government of Bengal shall

continue to hold office. 

(II) Bengal shall not join Pakistan and Hindustan

and shall remain united and free. The question whether Bengal 

shall join Pakistan or Hindustan or remain Independent shall 

be finally decided by Bengal constituent Ass:eIJlbly which shall 

be elected on universal adult franchise and joint electorates. 

The seats for the Muslims, for the Hindus arxi the scheduled 

castes and other minorities shall be fixed according to the 

population ratios. 

Thus the proposal of greater Bengal was given for the 

estahlishment of an independent state for Bengali speaking 

pee in Eastern India but Shyama Prasad Mukharjee, the 

leader of  the Hindu Mahasava opposed this scheme strongly. 

He gave a statement demanding partition of Bengal if India 

had to be partitioned. Jinnah also strongly condemned the 

move of independent Bengal. By the middle of March 1947, 
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the partition of Bengal became an important political 

question. On April 22, 1947 Sir Nazimuddin said : 

11 It is my considered opinion that an independent 

soverign Bengal is in the best interest of its people, 

whether Muslim or non-Muslim, and I am equally certain that 

the partition of Bengal is fatal to the Bengalis as such 11• 

Jinnah also realized the danger of partitioning Bengal but 

he found it futile to convince the leaders of congress reg

arding united Bengal. Mount Batten announced on 3rd June, 

1947 that the British government had accepted the prin-

cip l,e of partition but it would not be done on two-nation 

theory. He proposed a scheme which would allow the parti

tion of India without accepting two-nation theory (Ahmed, 

1967). Accordingly he told Jinnah that II either he could 

have a united India with an unpartitioned Punjab and Bengal 

or a divided India with partitioned Punjab and Bengal 11•

Mount Batten made �t clear that British authority has appr

oved this solution. This solution had also been accepted 

by the leaders of the congress. The congress emphasized 

that Jinnah had to accept undivided India or divided India 

with partitioning of Punjab and Bengal. Finding no other 

alternatives, Jinnah was compelled to accept the proposal 

of partitioning Bengal and divided India. 

The partitioning of Bengal was thus finalized. A joint 

session of both the Houses of the Legislature of Bengal meet 
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to decide whether they would join India or Pakistan. 

Since the Muslim League commanded majority in both the 

Houses,the majority members in the joint session decided 

to join Pakistan. After that the members of the Legislatures 

representing East Bengal districts meet separately to decide 

whether they would want a united Bengal or Partition of the 

province. The East Bengal group. of Muslim League voted 

against the partition of Bengal in accordance with the 

mandate of Muslim League. However, the West Bengal group of 

Legislators met separately. As the majority of them were 

/\Hindus, they decided to partition Bengal.

Thus the political development in Bengal during 

British regime was unique and different from other parts of 

India. The above presentation of the different perspectives 

of political activities in Bengal showed that Bengal played 

a vital role in making decision on the part of British ru

lers about the undivided or divided India. In this respect 

partitioning of Bengal played a decisive role. Bengal was 

divided into East Bengal and West Bengal. East Bengal joined 

Pakistan and West Bengal remained as the part of India. A 

political development in the new state of Pakistan was based 

on national integration between Eastern zone and western 

zone. This integration was attempted to·maintain by develop-

/ 

ing a cluster of shared attitudes, beliefs and political 

orientations. In this process, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) 

faced some contradictions.They shared a common religion but 
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they differentiated themselves from West Pakistan in cul

ture and language. Soon they realized that Pakistan Adminis

tration was against the interests of the people of the Eas
r
t 

Bengal� They felt that they are being exploited by the In-
a 

dustrialists and administrative bur·ea-crats of West Pakistan 

origin. 

However, as a part of political development in East 

Bengal, a general election was held in March 1954.-0ne im

portant event in this election was the formation of united 

front for contesting the election. Awami League and Krishak 

Sramik Party were the two forces of this front who organized 

the opposition forces agains� Muslim League. The election 

was fought on the 21-point programme. Theunited front dem

anded complete autonomy of East Pakistan and adoption of 

Bengali as one of the state languages. These demands also 

included repeal of safety laws and to allow workers to bar

gain collectively. The Muslim League was utterly defea_ted in 

the general election and out 0£ 309 seats in the assembly

Muslim League received only 9. The main causes of victory 

of united front were as follows : 

(I) Introduction of adult franchise gave a wide

choice to eliminate reactionary elements in society. (2) 

Thepeople expressed their resentment against Punjabi domina

- tion in the bureaucracy. (3) Slogan of complete autonomy was 

the another cause that motivated the people of East Bengal 

to cast their vote in favour of united front. (4) the demand 
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of Bengali as national language was another important 

cause that aroused the people emotionally. The united 

front ministry was dismissed in May, 1954 for its pro

communist leanings and demand for autonomy. This was the 

first blow of capitalism in East Pakistan to feudal demo

cracy. Military coup in 1958 was the last and final blow 

to feudal democracy. 

The younger generation organized strong opposition 

against West Pakistani domination. Ahmed (1977) observed 

that a large number, among the younger generation under 

25,had separatist tendencies. They were determined to ach

ieve economic and political control over their destiny.How

ever the leftist intellectual of Bengal were of the view

that separation would be a retrograde step because small 

countries have. a tendency to become authoritarian. Retro

gressive nationalism was no solution for the problem of an 

increasingly modernizing nation. 

Thus political development 1n East Bengal faced 

several contradictions. As an opposition political party, 

Awami League believed that the constitution had to be con

federate for a stable and strong Pakistan. They cited the 

example of Switzerland which was a standing example of the 

vitalizing power of confederating peoples with more than 

one language and culture. So Suhrawardy maintained that if 

the Be ngalis could show understanding and the West Pakistan1s 

could see reason,then the future of Pakistan would be more 
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stable. He also argued that religion should not be brought 

into politics and that integration could be·. acheived only 

p 
by stoping various forms of exploitation of the peoples of 

different regions. 

When Muslim League was thrown out in 195 4, the Awami 

League emerged as a strongest component in the united front. 

As in all political parties of the newly independent states 

of Asia and Africa, the Awami League represented a strongly 

nationalistic impulse. The Awami League tried to formulate 

I 

better economic structure for an underdeveloped country. 

Three kinds of economic structures have been tried in East 

/ 

Bengal. These are the free enterprise, the socialist plann

ing am mixed economy. The political thinkers believe that 

mixed economy is worst because it is bound to corrupt the 

administration. ·Free enterprise, according to them
.J

is the

best for the country who have some hold over world markets. 

So it is suggested that socialistic planning is the only 

way for economic development in the developing countries. 

The leaders of East Bengal accepted these theoretical in

terpretations of political thinkers and made concerted 

effort to implement a new economic system on socialistic / 

line. But the attempt was unsuccessful due to the conspi-

racy of West Pakistani bureaucrats am martial law adminis

tration. 

Thus Bengal appeared as the vanguard of all political 

movements from the beginning of the present century. During 
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Pakistan also eastern Bengal was accepted as the most poli

tically conscious region of.Pakistan. But this conscious

ness was limited to middle class. Peasantry was not properly 

conscious about their rights but they were led by leaders 

who belong to middle class. The students were in forefront 

in political struggle. It is said that the coup in October, 

1958 was directed against the middle class agitational 

politics and the influence of socialism on the politicians 

o:f East Bengal. 

The creation of Bangladesh is the result of political 

development in East Pakistan during Pakistan regime. The re-

senment found ideal expression in the emergence of Bangladesh 

as an independent state. The idea of independent Bangladesh 

was embedded in the political activities o:f Bengali leaders 

during British _rule. It was strengthened during Pakistan 

regime. The dream became reality through the liberation war 

between Bengalis and West Pakistani military forces in 1971. 

The political development in Bangladesh did not find an ea�y 

expression of the people's voice. The conflicts faced by the 

political parties after independence did not find easy solu-

tion. '.!'here was obviously a vacuum in political arena of 

Bangladesh after liberation war ended. The conflicting dem

ands of religious, ethnic, urban, rural, traditional and 

modernizing groups of people posed great hindrances for the 

smooth development of politics. Awami League as the chief 

sharer of independence of Bangladesh dramatically declared 
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a one party rule. This was a shocking experience for the 

people of Bangladesh. They never expected such a declaration 

of one party rule from a party like Awami League who fought 

for democracy and rule of law during Pakistan period. This 
• 

declaration was a dictatorial command and the different 

political parties opposed it vehemently. 

The consequence of one party rule in Bangladesh was 

very sad. There was repeated army coups. The father of the 

nation Banga Bandhu Sheik Mujib was assassinated. Most of 

his family members were killed. President Zia came in power. 

Army was involved in politics. Under Martial banner,attempts 

were made to democratize the country. President Zia was also 

assassinated. There was again martial law. President Ershad 

came in power. He revitalized the army by accepting the de

mand that the army has a due share in domestic politics along 

with national defense. Thus national defense ani national po

litics were mingled together. There was again various attempts 

or democratization by ho1ding general elections. At present 

there are a good number of political parties in Bangladesh 

with their own political programmes. Among them Awami League 

(H) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) are two strong

democratic forces against the army bureaucrats. 

In conclusion, the political development in Bangladesh 

in its present form is characterized by a struggle between 

imperialist forces in the one hand and the socialist forces 

on the other. fut direction of political activities of the 

people are very difficult to ascertain. In a word,Bangladesh 
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is passing through a transitional period and it will take 

a long way to have definite direction of the political 

forces in the country. 

NEED OF THE S'IUDY 

The act of voting is characteristic feature 0£ 

political life. nie interest in empirical study about vot

ing behaviour is embedded in the idea that Man's .fundamental 

rights should be protected from dictatorial subjugation. 

Hence,the study on voting behaviour was attempted to \mder

stand the political processes that are responsibile for 

decision making attitudes in the choice of a candidate. 

It is felt that voting behaviour may be predicted by 

examining the voting attitudes of the citizen. Thus inten

tion of voting and actual voting are closely related. While 

voting behaviour is a political process, voting attitudes 

involve psychological processes. Attitude. formation and 

attitude change have been extensively studied in social 

psychology. Hence,it is· hoped that an empirical knowledge 

of voting behaviour through the study of voting attitudes 

can provide some social psychological explanation about 

voting behaviour. 

The present study is purely based on the theoreti

cal models formulated by social psychologists. Voting 

behaviour, in fact, is a political behaviour controlled 
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by the principles of psychological theories. It indicates 

that proper understanding of voting behaviour requires 

inter-disciplinary explorations. Thus political phenomena 

can be understood in its full connetation only when psy

chological theories come forward in its help. The present 
d study has been attempte with this intention that it will pro-

vide psychological explanations to the political behaviour 

in the form of voting attitudes. 

The study has been conducted in the socio-political 

context of Bangladesh. One important reason for this type 

of study is to provide knowledge about the act of voting 

in �angladeshi context. It is found that voting behaviour 

takes different forms depending on cultural,religious an:l 

political development to which the individuals are exposed. 

In case of Bangladesh, it is found that political develop

ment is in its formative stage. Hence it is supposed that 

Bangladesh will provide a unique opportunity for the appli

cation of various theories about voting behaviour an:l to 

observe their consequences. 

Moreover, the findings of the present study would 

provide insights about the future course of action that 

would be appropriate for the democratization of political 

syst�m. The political leaders as well as political scienti

sts would be immensely benefited by the findings provided 

by the study. The study has both its theoretical and applied 

implications. It is hoped that the study would broaden the 

theoreticalhori21£ln of social psychology about voting 

/ 
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behaviour. Again the empirical findings would provide know

ledge and guideline for political behaviour to the citizens. 

Different components of voting behaviour would get unified 

by the findings commonly found in various components of vot

ing. Thus a common thread running through the factors of vot

ing behaviour would be unveiled by the empirical findings of 

the study. 

In addition, there are certain specific reasons for 

conducting this study. Firstly, the study is a purely sci

entific curiosity for exploring the phenomenon of voting 

behaviour in Bangladeshi students. Secondly, it is a scien

tific study empirically carried out in real life situations 

and as such its findings would provide verification to exper

imentally manipulated variables conducted in laboratory set

tings. Thirdly, the study would give new knowledge to the 

existing literature. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

The broad objective of the study was to conduct an 

empirical investigation on some psychologiqal dimensions of 

voting behaviour with special reference to Bangladesh. More 

specifically, the main focus of the study was to explore the 

patterns of voting behaviour of political and apolitical 

students in Bangladesh as related to partisan attitude, 

par�y identification,leadership image, election campaign, 
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campaign, issue orientation, socio-po1itical attitudinal 

preference, personality factors and demographic variabl�s. 

Thus the objective of the study may be stated as follows: 

1. To study patterns of voting behaviour as a funqtion

of political activities in terms of partisan attitude,party 

identification, leadership image, election campaign and issue 

orientation. 

2. To study patterns of similarities and differences

in voting behaviour as related to socio-political attitudes. 

3. To reflect on political and apolitical orientation

of the students as related to voting behaviour. 

4. ,To study male-female differences in voting behavi

our. in Bangladeshi socio-political context. 

5. To study similarities arrl differences in voting

behaviour as related to authoritarian and non-authoritarian 

personality of the voter. 

6. To study pattern of political behaviour as func

tion of locus of control in internally and externally con

trolled individuals. 

7. To study the differences in voting behaviour as

related to urban-rural residential background • 
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DESIGN OF THE S'IUDY 

A perusal of the aims of the present study stated 

above shows that it emerges from the interplay of certain 

wider socio-political variables (namely political orienta

tions, socio-political attitudinal preferences, male-female 

categorization and personality syndromes ) with socio

psychological processes of voting behaviour. It is, there

fore,necessary to note that as the study constitutes a some• 

what pioneering effort to integrate specific socio-political 

variables to voting behaviour patterns in a real life sett

ing, there are few guidelines in the literature for precise 

experimental predictions . Moreover, there is a few empirical 

study available in Bangladesh for providing empirical evi

dence about the act of voting. 

Hence for the purpose of integration among the varia

bles a 2 x 2 x 2 fac torial analysis was computed on each of 

the specific variables. Thus a 2 x 2 x 2 factoral design con

sisting of two levels of group composition (political/apoliti

cal),two levels of sex (male/female) and two levels of resi

dential background (urban/rural) was utilized. In addition, 

mean differences were computed on each variable separately. 

InterdiJneruJ·ionaborrelations were also reported to Bee the 

strength of relations among the variables used in the study. 

While the general purpose of the design was to study the 

joint effect of dimensions of voting behaviour,socio-political 
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attitudes and personality factors on the patterns of vot

ing behaviour, a few specific predictions may be offered on 

the basis of existing empirical studies and theories stated 

earlier. 

FORMULATION AND JUSTIFICATION OF HYPOTHESES 

A broad hypothesis of the study was that the v9ting 

attitude of the subject would be a function of political 

involvement,residential background and male-female differ

entiation in socio-political context of Bangladesh. However, 

the specific hypotheses and their justification for formu

lation have been given below. 

H Political group Ss would ·have significantly higher 
store on the voting attitude scale as compared to apolitical 
group Ss in Bangladesh. 

This hypothesis has been formulated under the theore

tical construct of political participation model. of voting 

behaviour. According to this theoretical model, voting be

haviour may be said to emerge from political participation 

( Campbell and Miller, 1958 ). Political participation may 

be conceived in terms of partisanship, party 1dent1fication 

and issue orientation. Findings of the empirical studies 

have reported that voting behaviour is positively correla

ted with the degree of political involvement of the indivi

duals. Hence, in a democratic country, power politics is 

centred round the activities of the citizens in the formation 

of political parties. Belonging to a party indicates that 
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the individual is exposed to certain political norms and 

ideology. It is the duty of the party members to carry 

out these party norms arrl ideological issues from one in

dividual to another. In this process of persuasive commu

nications, members of the party express partisan attitude 

'as well as party identification. These people are identified 

as political people. Tilere are, however, some people who 

do not like to express their opinions in the direction of 

party identification. Tileir choices in the election are 

individualistic decisions. They observe the political deve

lopment in the country and examine the political issues pro-

posed by different parties. It is possible that these people 

-have their own thinking about political matters but they do

not like to be persuaded by the election campaigning and

propaganda of party politics in the country. They are, to

a greater extent, passive participants in the election.

These people are conceived as apolitical people. Obviously,

then political people may be termed as activist,depending

on the degree of their involvement in political affairs. On

the basis of these arguments and empirical findings of vot

ing behaviour, it is thought that political people would be

more politically oriented in their exercise of voting. Apo

litical people, on the_ other hand, would be comparatively

less involved about the results of election and they would

not try to foresee about the consequences of their voting

and results of the election. In the perspectives of these
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observations it has been hypothesized in the present study 

that political-group subjects would have significantly 

higher score on the voting attitudes scale as compared to 

apolitical group subjects. 

H
0

? 
Ss with urban background would obtain higher scores 

n Voting attitude Scale in comparison to the Ss with rural 
background in Bangladesh. 

This hypothesis is based on the principles of politi

cal socialization (Searing and Schwartz,1974 ). 'Ille central 

premise of political socialization research is that pre-adult 

political socialization affects adult political attitudes and 

behaviour. 'Ihis reflects on the world of politics that can 

yield useful insights into adult political orientations 

(Beck and Zennings,1982). The world of politics may be un

derstood in its varying aspects. Urban-rural dimension may 

represent such varying condition for the socialization of 

individuals about political ideology. The difference between 

urban and rural life is conditioned by the differences in 

social, economic and political activities. In every country 

urbanization is characteristically linked with industriali

zation. It gives birth to a type of cultural development 

which is qualitatively different from the cultural.orienta

tions found in rural people. Political, economic and social 

activities are flourished in urban areas. Rural people,on 

the otherhand, nurture a different type of culture appro

priate to their agricultural background. They are supposed 
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to lead their life in a way which is marked by traditional

ism. Hence the political socialization of urban people is 

qualitatively and quantitatively different from the rural 

people. Urban people are more frequently exposed to politi

cal forces and they are, some times, born in the social en

vironment of political activities. So the children in urban 

population get more opportunities for acquiring knowledge 

of political life. Children in rural population, on the 

otherhand, get few chances to mix-up with the adult politi

cal persons and as such they are likely to acquire knowledge 

about political issues in later period of their life cycle. 

As a result ,a cleavage is created between urban and rural 

population in respect of political activities and voting 

attitudes. 

On the basis of these theoretical explanations and 

empirical observations, it has been hypothesized that Ss 

with urban background would obtain higher scores on Voting 

Attitude Scale in comparison to the Ss with rural background 

in Bangladesh. 

H Male Ss would exhibit significantl y more voting 
a�titudes than the female Ss in the context of Bangladesh. 

This hypothesis has been framed in the social con

text of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is a country where tradition 
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in forms of religion and culture dominates political ideo

logy (Ara,1988). Thus, tradition overpowers politics. It 

is observed that religion is an integral part of politi-

cal thinking in Bangladeshi people. The majority people in 

Bangladesh are Muslims. Their ways of living are directed 

by the Islamic principles. People's customs and habits are 

also defined by Islamic religious thought. Accordingly male

female intergroup relations are tradition oriented. Male's 

role behaviour is different from female's role behaviour. 

In such circumstances females in Bangladesh have a subordi

nate status and males enjo y a dominating status (Ara, Huq 

and Jahan,1985). This subordinate status is more prominant 

in the exercise of political rights. Particularly in the act 

of decision making for a candidate, it is generally the chQtce 

of elderly male persons in the family that are carried out by 

the other female members in the family without raising any 

question about it. In such circumstances,it is almost clear 

that voting attitudes in male and female are substantially 

different. 

So far as Islamic religion is concerned, females are 

not allowed to participate in overt activities of political 

in nature. Party organization, partisan attitudes of poli

tical activit 1iesare done by the male persons. As a result, 

men are found to engage in political activities more frequen

tly as compared to women. 
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There are other causes that are responsible for 

creating a gap in political orientations between male and 

female. Illiteracy is one of such causes. In Bangladesh, 

females are subjected to illiteracy in greater number than 

the male. Because of early marriage in Musl_im society, a 

large number of bright girls have to drop their education 

and engage in the work of family maintaining and child 

rearing in the houses. Hence, they have little scope to show 

interest in the political affairs of the country. Males, on 

the otherhand, spend a good amount of time out side family. 

So they get more facilities and opportunities for group 

·interaction involving political activities. Hence,they deve

lop interest in politics.

There are also some theoretical grounds for male

female differentiation in voting attitudes. Ajzen and Fish

bein (1980) have provided a research model for understanding 

voting behaviour in relation to socio-political attitudes, 

knownas the theory of reasoned action. This theory states 

that people consider implications of their actions before 

engaging in a behaviour. This is called subjective norm,

people express their behaviour according to their subject-

ive norms. The determinats of subjective norms are the nor-

mative structures of beliefs about the expectation of spe

cific forms of action. The voting attitudes of male and 

female are formed as a function of their subjective norms. 
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So female's subjective norms and action are different 

from male's subjective norms and action as they belong to 

two different types of political -world. 

On the basis of above arguments from theoretical 

analysis and empirical observations, it has been hypothe

sized that male Ss would exhibit significantly more vot

ing attitudes than the female Ss in the context of 

Bangladesh. 
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CHAPTER - IV 

METHOD AND PROCEDURE 

The present study was designed to conduct an empiri

cal investigation of voting behaviour as related to parti

san attitude, party identification, leadership image, ele

ction campaign, issue orientation, socio-political attitu

dinal preference, per�onality factors and demographic 

variable with special reference to Bangladesh. Hence, spe

cial care was required to develop a scale which could be 

applied for measuring the voting behaviour of the subjects. 

It is to be pointed out that most of the studies 

about voting have utilized survey method. A few studies 

have used content analysis for explaining the pattern of 

voting behaviour. These studies have dealt with macro ana

lysis of political activities, party identification and 

partisanship covering the broader field of political 



- 126 -

psychology and sociology. But truely social psychological 

approach in the study of voting behaviour is confined with

in the micro apalysis of socio-political attitudes within 

the praraciilgmof persuasive communication relating to forma

tion, development and change of attitudes. 

Hence a study a voting behaviour necessarily involves 

the voting attitudes. As Lampert and Tziner ( 1985) has obs.er

ved that a voting behaviour model hypothesizes voting inten

tion as an intervening variable which mediates the relation

ship between voter's attitude and voting behaviour. Accord

ing to them the determinants of voting behaviour may be pro

vided by measuring the voting attitudes. It is, however,very

difficult to describe precisely the model outlining the pro

cess which voter attitude and intention operate to affect 

voting behaviour, Inspite of that,it is argued that if vot

ing intention is expected to prove more predictive of actual 

vote and to mectiate the voter attitude-voting behaviour rela

tionship, then possibly voter attitude could be related to 

voting behaviour only in the presence of voting intention. 

Thus attitudinal variable transmits its effect to voting 

behaviour only in the presence of voting 1ntention(Decotiis 

and Lelouran, 1981 ; Ekehammar, 1978 ). 

The mPthod.ological �omplexity in the study of voting 

behaviour poses difficulties in statistical analysis.Hence 

the present study focused on voting behaviour that might be 
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predicted by measuring voting attitudes. The primary nove

lty of the present study would be that it was designed to 

corroborate the voting behaviour in the framework of inten

tion and attitudes of the individuals. Hence it was thought 

appropriate to develop a methodology based on Likert tech

nique for the measurement of voting attitudes. Thus the 

choice of the variables and the scales deve·lopErl and used 

kept into account the appropriateness for the sample uti

lized. The present chapter, therefore, describes firstly 

the sample and characteristics, sample setting; secondly 

development and description of the measures used and 

finally the procedure for data collection. 

SAMPLE 

Background and characteristics of the sample settings 

Two students samples,political and apolitical,were

utilized for the collection of data in the present inves

tigation. Political group of Ss belonged to different po

litical organizations in the campus. At present, there 

are about ten prominent student organizations who are act

ively engaged in student activism belonging to competing 

ideological groups. But they may be broadly classified in

to rightist group of student organization and leftist group 

of student organization. Students supporting rightist view

points on political issue differ among thempelves on degree 

only. Thus there are extreme rightist ( conservative) and 
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moderate rightist (liberal). Similarly, there are extreme 

leftist (communist) and moderate leftist (socialist). One 

important characteristic of these student origanizations in 

Bangladesh context is that all of them speak of very highly 

about democracy, peoples fundamental rights and believe 

that act of voting is the only way for transfer of politi

cal power in the state. Many of these political organiza

tions have their origin in Pakistani period. Some of them 

ane Islamic Chattra Shibi?', Bangladesh Chattra League and 

Bangladesh Chattra Union. The most important student orga

nizations that were found after the emergence of Bangladesh 

are Bangladesh Jatyotabadi Chattra Dal, Samajtantrik Chattra 

Front, Jatiya Chattra League ( BAKSAL) Biploby Chattra 

Union and Biploby Chattra Moitry. 

A second characteristics of these student organiza

tions is that rightist groups are identified in most cases 

as pro-Pakistani and anti-Indian. The leftist groups, on 
and 

the other hand, are invariably found as pro-Indian anti-

Pakistani. Thus political activities in the campus are 

closely related with the sensitive issue of identity pro

blem. In this attempt the debate is centred round secularism 

and non-secularism, Benga]jjnationalism and Bangladeshi 

nationalism. In other words, the socialist and leftist groups 

are inspired by the nationalistic sentiment based on Bengali 

language and culture. The rightist student organizations, on 

the other hand, believe in Bangladeshi nationalism based 
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on the sentiment of Islamic religion and muslim culture. 

Because of these ideological differences,the students are 

dichotomized into two groups regardless of their ideological 

orientation.Loosely speaking,one may be called pro-Indian, 

and pro-Moscow and the other is pro-Pakistani and pro-American. 

Hence,the composition of political group of students 

are in a state of constant change 1- .-: between two ideological 

blocks of world politics. As a results the political issues 

and students'reactions to these issues are determined by 

the parent political organization in the country. 

Since the emergence of Bangladesh,Rajshahi University 

experienced two students elections. In these elections,ideo

logical preference, student problems and regional issues were 

the vital points in campaigning for election and consequent 

choice of the candidates in the election. It was found that 

in both the elections,the socialist group of students occu

pied almost all seats in RUCSU. The same tendency was ref

lected in the hall unions also. However, in recent years, 

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Chattra Dal, a rightist organization 

have emerged as a political power camparable to that of 

socialist group. Hence the political group sample in the 

present study is.a reflection of the different competing 

student organization in the campus. 

Apolitical group of subjects were also selected from 

the different faculties of Rajshahi University. They were 

identified as apolitical students on the basis of their 
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responses to a questionnaire constructed for that purpose. 

They were students who did not identified themselves as 

members of any student organization. They did not contest 

in student elections in any form. They did not participate 

in the political demonstration. However, they were voters 

in the university student elections by dint of their student

ship. It is thus clear that apolitical students are identi

fied on the criteria of student activism. 

Both political group of subjects and apolitical 

group of subjects were collected from post-graduate classes. 

They were randomly selected from science, Arts, Commerce and 

Law faculties. The educational levels of these two groups of 

Ss were comparable. They were also equally divided between 

male and female and urban origin and rural origin. Thus the 

political and apolitical samples were comparable in respect 

of sex and residential background also. The subjects were 

between 21 - 25 years of age. It indicated that the two 

groups of political and apolitical subjects were also com

parable in respect of age. A total of 320_subjects were 

used in the study equally divided into political and apoli

tical groups. The sample was selected using activism cri

teria questionnaire developed for this purpose. 

Adaptation of Ara's Activism Criteria Questionnaire 

Selection of sample is an important step in any 

scientific study. Representative character of sample depends 



- 131 -

on the criteria by which the sample is selected. This is 

because sample should be representative of the entire popu

lation. If the sample does not possess all the characteris

tics of the population, it shall not be able to fulfil the 
ive 

object of -the study. With this end in view of selecting

the representative sample, the investigator thought it 

appropriate to develop a criteria questionnaire which would 

contain the salient �haracteristics of political and apoli

tical students. 

Political students have been conceptualized for the 

present study as these students who are politically active 
I 

usually termed as student activism. The aim of the student 

.activism is to bring about a change in the existing social 

framework. Student activism is mainly associated with 

political ideology. Apolitical students, on the otherhand, 

have been conceptualized in terms of student non-activism. 

They are not actively associated with political activities 

leading to group action. They are passive observers and non 

participants in the political activism in the society. 

Keeping in view of these characteristics of political 

and apolitical students, the investigator found it appropri

ate to use Ara's activism critera questionnaire (1983) in 

the present study. 

The ACQ contains 20 items relating to activism and 

non-activism. These items were presented in question forms. 

The subjects were required to make responses in terms of 
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' yes ' or ' no '• The items were randomly arranged.Sixteen 

items w�re relating to political activism of the students. 

These items reflected direct political involvements of the 

students. These were regarding political party organization, 

participation in strikes and demonstration and interest in 

national and international political affairs, events and news. 

Respondents expressing their political interest were consi

dered as activists and as such political persons. The res

pondents who expressed that political apathy were considered 

non-activist and as such apolitical persons. 

The investigators found 1 - 16 items of Ara's ACQ 

relevent for the present study. But the items from 17 - 20 

were used for distinguishing rightist from leftist and this 

division of political persons were not used in the present 

investigation. So these items were irrelevent and were ex

cluded. Hence the investigator u s:e.ct· ·. the abridged form 

of Ara's Activism Criteria Questionnaire (ACQ). This abrid

ged form of ACQ is given in the appendix A. 

A scoring of the responses of the subjects ' yes ' 

was given the credit of one and ' no '  was given a credit 

of zero. Thus total score for sixteen i terns ranged from o-16, 

indicating the lower and higher scores for political persons 

and lower: scores for the apolitical persons. 
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Along with ACQ, the subjects were asked to fill up 

a bio-data form. This bio-data form was used to meet the 

criteria of male-female division and urban-rural origin. 

The bio-data form is given in appendix B. 

Final Sample Selection 

Before application of Activism Criteria Questionnaire , 

the bio-data form was administered on 200 political and 200 

apolitical students of postgraduate classes in Rajshahi 

University. In selecting the students, the investigator 

interviewed each student separately. A structured interview 

method was used. The students were interviewed on the basis 

of following questions. These are as follows : 

\
(1) Are you a political person?

(2) Identify your-self as urban origin or rural origin?

Thus students were identified as political and apoli-

tical as well as urban and rural origin on the basis of 

self-assessment of the students. Following this procedure, 

200 political students were selected among them 110 students 

were male and 100 students were female. In the male category, 

50 were identified themselves as urban origin and 50 as 

rural origin. In female category also, half of them were ide

ntified themselves as urban origin and the rest as rural 

origin. Similar procedure of structured interview method was 

followed for the selection of 200 apolitical students. Stu

dents who identified themselves as non - political were 
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included in apolitical group of subjects. Among them 100· 

was male and 100 was female. In both the categories, half 

of them were urban origin and the rest were rural origin. 

Activism Criteria Questionnaire 
l. 

was 

administered on these pre-selected respondents. The students 

were contacted individually in their Halls of residence. 

The investigator requested them to fill up the questionnaire 

as accurately as possible. The instruction and items to the 

questionnaire was in Bengali. The English version oif the ins

truction is given below. 

" Here you will find some questions about your per

sonal choice in political activities. You are requested to 

make anaccurate and sincere response to each question.Ple�se 

attempt each question. Thank you for your co-operation ". 

As soon as the questionnaire was collected from the students, 

coding was done for each subject separately. The subjects 

scoring between 13-16 were considered as political persons 

and between 0-4 as apolitical persons. Following this method 

of elimination 160 subjects were selected as political group. 

Among them 00 were males and 00 were females. In each cate

gory 40 were urban origin and 40 were rural origin. Simi

larly, 160 subjects were selected as an apolitical group. 00 

of them were males and 80 were females. Again in each cate

gory 40 were urban origin 40 were rural origin. Thus the 

stratified random procedure was used for theselection of 

subjects in the present study. The break-up of sample of the 

present study is given in the following table. 
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Table - 1 : Showing break-up of sample in each cell. 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

40 

40 

80 

group 
Female 

40 

40 

80 

political group ! TotalMale Female x

40 

80 

40 

40 

80 

160 

160 

320 

Thus the study utilized two samples. One sample was 

composed of political students an::i the other was composed 

of apolitical students. Student samples were preferred for 

the following reasons : 

(I) Bangladesh is a developing country. In her

attempt for industrialization, Bangladesh is importing tec

nical know-how from the W·est. As a result western culture 

and ideology are being imported in our country. Students 

of Bangladesh are well acquainted with this western know

ledge of ideology and political processes. On the otherhand, 

students inherit a traditional culture, belief system and 

value orientation from their parents. In this sense students 

may be regarded as the "marginal man" in the society. They 

represent traditionalism as well as modernism. Because of 

this marginality in the process of development, students 

are found as consciousness-raising group in the society. 

It is, therefore, thought it appropri�te to use student 
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C 
sample in the study so the voting vehaviour can be acura-

tely predicted in the future development of political acti

vities in the country. 

(2) Students represent the educated portion of our

society. So they are dynamic groups in the country. Hence 

student sample was selected because they are politically 

conscious and capable to express their experience more 

C 
acurately. 

(3) Students in Bangladesh have a glorious history

in the past. Dating from British India students of Bengal 

are closely related with political activities. During Pak

istan regime, students .of East Bengal raised voices against 

the injustice done to them by Pakistani rulers. They forced 

the government of Pakistan to accept Bengali as one of the 

national languages. The agitation in the then East.Pakistan 

was shown by student community. Even in Bangladesh libera

tion movement students appeared as a strong political force 

and was capable to change the course of history with the emer

gence of sovereign Bangladesh. Thus the students of Bangladesh 

have emerged as a political force to curb the corruptions 

from the society. They are the super-ego of the society and 

are capable to introduce new system by changing the political 

process in the country. Hence it is thought ·legitimate to 

use student sample in the study of voting behaviour in 

Bangladesh. 
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Selection of Instruments 

'lhe investigator constructed voting attitude scale 

as measure for using i� the study. In oodition,three scales 

such as Ara's Conservatism-Radicalism Scale, Bengali adapta

tion of Rotter's Internal-External control scale and Bengali 

adaption of Kool's authoritarian scale were also used. 

These measuring instruments were selected on the 

basis of the objectives of the present study. The main obj

ective of the study was to conduct an empirical investiga

tion on some psychological dimensions of voting behaviour 

with special reference to Bangladesh. The review of litera

ture have shown that voting behaviour is predictable from 

voting attitudes (Lampert and Tziner,1985). In view of these 

findings, the present study was designed to measure voting 

attitudes of the subjects about partisan attitude, party 

identification, leadership image, election campaign, issue 

oriented attitude, and it was thought that subjects'inten

tion on these dimensions would reveal their voting behaviour. 

Accordingly the items on these dimensions were selected for 

the construction of Voting Attitude Scale. Another objective 

of this study was to explore socio-political attitudinal 

preferences of political and apolitical subj ects. The test 

available for measuring socio-political attitudes in Bangla

desh context was Ara's Conservatism-Radicalism Scale and as 

such the investigator used C-R scale to measure the degree of 
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Conservatism/ Radicalism of political and apolitical 

students. The study had also focused on personality fac

tors of the subjects. So Bengali adaptation of Authorita

rian and Internal-External control Scale were also choosen 

by the investigator for using in the study. 

The Bengali adaptation of the measures of personality 

and C-R Scale were used for several r:ea.sons' • First, the 

amount of time at the investigators disposal for develop

ing these scales were very short. Secondly these scales 

were easy in administration and scoring • Thirdly these 

scales were developed in Bangladesh using student sample. 

On the basis of these arguments, investigator selected the 

scales stated above. 

Construction of Voting Attitude Scale 

Investigation of voting behaviour appears to be a 

subject of major interest for the social psycholosists. 

Campbell and his associates (196o) reported that voter's 

attitudes towards candidates or parties standing for elec

tion are the main factors that account for the prediction 

of the actual vote. The studies available in the literature 

are mainly based on survey reports of actual election. The 

measures based in these studies are the direct questionnaire. 

Accordingly the voters were asked to report about voting 

before and after election. So the reporting of the voters 

were subject to memory failure or intentional distortion 

of the facts about election . Social psychological approach 



,' 

- 139 -

for understanding voting behaviour and voting intention 

were not attempted in these s:tudies. There are, however, 

some studies conducted in Western culture using various 

psychological techniques of voting behaviour. Sharman and 

Ross, 1972 ; Lampert and Tziner, 1985 ; Erikson et al. 

1987). These studies provided some methodological devices 

for interdisciplinary study between social psychology and 

other related social sciences. The act of voting is 
an dit 

closely associated with intention of voting falls within

the domain of social psychology. Viewed from these pers

pectives of measurement of voting attitudes and prediction 

of voting behaviour, the investigator attempted to develop 

a measure of voting attitudes using the salient dimensions 

of voting bebehaviour such as partisan atti1udes, party 

identification, leadership image, election campaign and 

issue oriented attitude in the socio-political context of 

Bangladesh. Due to non-availability of such a psychological 

test in Bangladesh, the need for the construction of vot

ing attitudes scale arose. 

Numerous issues relating to voting behaviour in 

Bangladesh were studied �or this purpose (Hussain, 1976 , 

Rashiduzzaman, 1979 ; Bateman, 1979; Khan, 1982 ; Islam, 

1987 ; Islam, 1988 ). These studies have reported about 

socio-political context of Bangladesh and the resulting eff

ect in voting behaviour shown in different elections in 

Bangladesh. These studies have also reported data on various 
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issues of election that were visible during election cam

paigning. The nature of partisan attitude, party identifi

cation and leadership image have also been dealt with. But 

these were merely descriptive analysis of elections and vot

ing behaviour and no psychological tests were used ·so that 

data can be subjected to standard statistical analysis. 

Hence the findings reported in these studies are not relia

ble for prediction and as such lack the accuracy and objec

tivity of a scientific enquiry. To avoid these problems of 

analysis and to provide the reliability and validity to the 

data for predicting voting behaviour, the construction of 

voting attitude scale in the context of Bangladesh was attemp

ted. The major dimensions covering the voting Attitude scale 

were (1) Partisan attitude (2) Party identification(]) Lea

dership image (4) Election campaign (5) Issue oriented atti

tude. It is, therefore, necessary to give short difinitions 

of these dimensions in order to conceptualize voting attitu

des as has been used in the present study. 

Partisan Attitude 

The term partisan attitude has been conceptualized 

in this study as a set of favourable attitudes towards a 

political party, its members and functioning, having keen 

interest on party positions to different political activi

ties, and belief on the role of a political party as an 

agent of mass mobilization and social change. 
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Party Identification 

The term party identification has been conceptuali

zed as a set of attitudes which admits to one's adherence 

to or keeping allegiance with a political party where favo

urable attitudes towards its leaders and members provides 

material and moral supports to the cause of actions making 

himself responsible for its success and failure. 

Leadership Image 

The term leadership image has been conceptualized in 

this study as an extreme positive evaluation in one's own 

party leader who is sincerely admi�ed for and perceived by 

others as a saviour- of the down-trodden, symbol of justice 

and protector of faith and ideal. 

Election Campaign 

The term election campaign has been conceptualized 
of 

for the present purpose as a set attitudes that approves 

propaganda as an effective tool in acheiving political goals 

of winning eiection where mass media like radio, television 

and news papers are positively evaluated as tools of persua

sive communication. 

Issue Oriented Attitudes 

The term issue oriented attitudes has been conceptua

lized as a set of attitudes in the individual rel ating to 
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regional, national and international political controver

sies about some problems which await solutions where the 

solutions are conceived by the contesting political parties· 

differently giving rise to attitudinal orientation about 

the political issues. 

In the light of above description of dimensions, the 

investigator conceptualizes voting attitudes for the pre

sent study as follows : Voting Attitude is conteived as (1) 

a favourable support for partisanship ; (2) as a positive 

evaluation about the activities of a political party and to 

think of himself as an active member of that party (3) as 

positive evaluation and extreme support for the party leader; 

(4) as an emphasis on canvassing in favour of party candida

tes in election and (5) supportive of political issues for 

introducing party cohesiveness arrl mass mobilization. 

The steps used for the construction of Voting Attitu�e 

Scale has been described as follows : · 

Technique and Method used 

Bird (1940) have suggested several methods for the 

measurement of the attitudes, Thurstone and Chave (1929) 

developed a technique for measuring attitude which is 

called methods of equal appearing intervals. Likert (1932) 

have also dealt with the development of methodology for 

measuring attitudes. His device is called methods of 
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summated rating. Investigators who have used the Likert 

method are in agreement that it is similar in its applica

tion and statistical calculation. One advantage of Ll.kerfs 

method is that its reliability co-efficient can be computed 

with fewer number of items. Thurstone's method, on the other

hand, requires relatively more number of items for calcula

ting reliability co-eff�cient� Likert method needs less time 

for administration than the Thurstone technique. Hence the 

investigator thought ii'·t" best to use Likert technique for the 

construction of Voting Attitude Scale. In this technique, 

five alternatives are given for each statement and the sub

ject is asked to choose one alternative ranging from strongly 

agree to strongly disagree. Thus each item in the scale is a 

rating device design to reveal both the direction .of the 

individual's stand on the issue and intensity with which he 

holds it. 

Initial Item Selection 

This step involved gathering a large number of state

ments relating to the dimensions of voting behaviour such 

as partisan attitude, party identification, leadership 

image, election campaign and issue ori�nted attitude. A 

total of 210 statements were collected on these dimensions 

in the initial stage. This distribution of these statements 

was as follows : partisan attitude = 49, party identification 

• 45, leadership image • 38, election campaign • 36 and
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issue orientation = 42. Based on the informal criteria as 

suggested by Wang (1952), Bird (1940), Edwards and Kilpatric 

(1948) and Krech and Crutchfield (1947), the following pre

cautions were taken while editing these statements : 

1. The statements which referred to the past rather

than present were avoided.

2. Factual statements were not included.

3. The statements i�relev�nt to the psychological

object under consideration were not included.

e 
4. Such statements were choosen as were belived to

cover the entire ranges of the effective scale of

interest.

5. Those statements were not included which were

likely to be endorsed by almost every one or by almost

none.

6. The statements which might be interpreted in more

than one way were avoided.

7. The language of the statements were very simple,

clear and direct.

e 

8. Statements were short and rarely exceded twenty

words.

9. Statements containing universals such as all,

always, none, never, were avoided as they often cause

ambiguity.
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10. Attention was given to sentence structure am

proper choice of words.

11. Unknown vocabulary words were not used.

12. Double negative were avoided.

13. Double-barreled statements were not included in

the list.

14. Words such as only, merely, just and others of

similar nature were avoided.

These statements were given to three teachers for 

scru�iny. Among these three teachers, one was from Bengali 

department, one from Political Science department and one 

from Psychology department of Rajshahi University. These 

teachers acted as judges for making scrutiny as to the rel

evancy of each item. '!be judges were requested to classify 

each statement according to its connotation. Theywere requi

red to look into each statement and to think about the nature 

of the statement. The classification was made on dimension

wise. Again,use of appropriate words was also found out. 

Whether the statements convey the exact meaning of political 

terms were also considered . Lastly, psychologital aspects of 

attitudinal measurement were also given priority in judging 

each statement. Following these �ethods of elimination,vague, 

ambiguous, irrelevant and unimportant items were discarded. 

For each item the investigator first decided whether it in

dicates a favourable or unfavourable attitude concerning 
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the issue in question. Item which were preferred by each 

of the three judges were selected for the pilot study. 

Thus 91 statements were commonly chosen by the judges. 

These items on each dimension were as follows : Partisan 

attitudes • 25, Party identification • 23, leadership image 

• 14, election campaign • 13, Issue orientation • 16.

Pilot Study 

A pilot study was conducted for the construction of 

Vo ting Attitude Scale. In this study the selected items 

were administered to an incident. :al sample of 100 post

graduate students of R8jshahi University. The subjects were

equally divided into male and female. They were asked to 

respond to each item in terms of 5-point scale ranting 

from strongly agree to strongly disagree. The instruction 

given to the subjects was as follows : 11 please find some 

statements here about a number of political issues.I think 

that these are relevent to our political problems. Many a

time you may find an answer to these statements about vot-

ing behaviour in our country. Please read each statement 

carefully and think about each statement. You will find five 

alternatives against each statement. Please express your 

opinion about each statement by puting a ( v) mark on any

one of the alternatives given against each statement. These

alternatives ranged from strongly agree to strongly disagree. 
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I am sure that you will find these statements interesting • 

Thank you for your co-operation ". 

The respond@nts took about half an hour to complete 

the filling up the questionnaire. The scoring was done accu

rately to get individual score. The Voting Attitude Scale 

contained both types of favourable and unfavourable state

ments. Each favourable and positive statemen� directly 

expressed voting attitudes and each unfavourable and nega

tive statement( expressed non-voting attitudes. Strong 

agreement with favourable items were given a score of five 

and strong disagreement was given a score of one. Scoring 

was reversed for unfavourable items. Thus strong agreement 

with unfavourable item was scored as one and strong dis

agreement with them was given a score of five. The scores 

of each item reported by 100 Ss were summated for item

selection. Thus for each item the scores ranged from 

( 100 X 1

point was

) = 100 to ( 100 X 5) • 500. 

highest score + lowest score 
2 

Hence,the mid-

= 

500 + 100 300
2 

= 
• 

The scores above this mid-point was indicative of 

voting attitudes. 

Item Analysis 

The Voting Attitude Scale was constructed in Ll.kert 

form. Before using various techniques of elimination the 
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investigator computed total scores of each subject. Accord

ing to the criteria used in test construction,highest score 

was indicative of voting attitudes and lowest score as non

voting attitudes. As the test was supposed to contain the 

items reflecting voting attitudes, the highest scores above 

. mid-point (300) was considered a principle for selecting 

items in the initial stage. Accordingly 60 items were selec

ted from highest scores on the basis of the r@sul ts of the 

pilot study (Chart of item section is given in the Appendix). 

• In the second stage Likert's oriterion of internal 

consistency was adopted. The internal consistency can be· 

computed in two ways. Firstly,internal item consistency 

can be computed by finding correlation between each item and 

the total score and secondly by comparing item scores of hig

hest 25% and lowest 25% Ss. Investigator used computation of 

the correlation between each item arrl the total score for 

finding out internal consistency of items. 

The score of each subject was obtained by summing up 

all his/her item scores. A given item was supposed to meet 

the criterion of internal consistency when the item score 

was correlated positi�ely with the total score. Accordingly 

the biserial correlation between each item score and total 

score was computed.Eltmination of items was done on the 

strength of the correlation. The highest possible score could 

be 91 x 5 • 455 and the lowest possible score for the same 

would be ( 91 x 1 ) • 91. A given item meets the criteria of 
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internal consistency if the item score cor!)elates signifi·

cantly with the total attitude score. The items with nega

tive correlation were excluded. Again items which failed to 

attain level of significance at 0.01 were also excluded. 

Following this principle of el 1imination, item nos. , 1o, 11, 

/1:4, 14, 15_, 16, 17, ·1a,. 19. �2, _23, ,24, 27, 2s. 30, 33, 36, 

3�, .:..�., 49,.56,57,61, 70,86,. 88 Wt!re retained to be included 

in the final _study. 

Reliability and Validity of Voting Attitude Scale (VAS) 

The sflit-half method was used to find out the relia

bility of the scale. The split-half reliability was computed 

with odd and even rumbers of those 26 items (N.• 100) scores 

1-n the pilot study and the correlation was found o. 79. Split

half reliability was again computed of the scores in the 

final study (N • 320) with odd and even number of 26 items 

and correlatiori was found o.67. After applying s·pearman 

Brown prophecy formula ( Garretts arrl Woodworth, 1966), the 

co-efficient was found to raise frcm o.67 to o.BD which was 

very high. Thus, it can be said that the reliability of the 

measure of voting attitude scale is statistically sound. The 

split-half reliabiiity of Voting Attitude Scale was computed 

with the scores of final study in order to find out whether 

the change in size of the sample (N • 320) will affect the 

reliability of the scale. 

To find out the validity of the scale,correlations 

of each dimension with the total scores of final study were 
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computed which ranged from 0.40 to 0.53 ( Table 2 ). 

Correlation of each dimension with total scores of the

pilot study was also computed and it ranged from 0.27 

to o. 40.

Table 2 : Showing correlation of the scores of each dimen

sion with the total scores of Voting Attitude 

Scale (both pilot and final study). 

Pearson's r for. pilot Pearson's r for 
Dimension 

�
study i final study

N = 100 N • 320 

Partisan Attitude o.40 o.48

Party Identification 0.36 0.53 

Leadership Image 0.30 o. L()

Election Campaign 0.29 o. 41

Issue Oriented Attitude 0.21 o.46 

The correlation co-efficient dimension-total of the 

pilot study ranged from 0.27 to 0.40. The correlation co

efficient of each dimension ·. with the total scores was 

found higher than that of pilot study. Inter-dimensional 

correlations were also computed in the pilot study which 

ranged from 0.27 to o.68 (table 3 ). All the co-efficients 

of correlations were in the positive direction and achieved 

the level of significance either at 0.01 or 0.05. 
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Table 3 : Showing inter-dimensional correlations with

the· scores of VAS in the pilot study (N=100). 

0 PA PI LI EC IO 

PA o.43** o. 42** 0.34* o.68**

PI 0.35** o.43** 0.28* 

LI 0.29* 0.33* 

EC 0.27* 

IO 

* = P L_ 0.05, ** = P L 0.01 

The high positive correlation between inter

dimension indicated the validity of Voting Attitude Scale. 

e

Thus homogenity of the scale was established. It is also 

an indication·of content validity of the scale. The co

efficient of correlation between two equivalent forms of 

the test in the pilot study (N • 100) was 0.79 and that of 

final study (N • 320) ·was o.67. This high correlation in the 

final study is an indication of the predictive validity of 

the Voting Attitude Scale. The VAS contains both positive 

and negative statements. The number of statements having 

positive and negative directions en each dimension is 

reported in table 4 • 
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Table 4 : Showing the number of statements having 

positive and negative direction on each 

dimension. 

Dimensions Q Total

Partisan Attitude 5 2 7 

Party Identification 4 2 6 

Leadership Image 4 1 5 

Election Campaign 3 0 3 

Issue Oriented Attitudes 3 2 5 

Total item 19 7 26 

Thus in the final shape, the Voting Attitude Scale 

included 26 items. '!be specific areas covered by each of 

the 26 items have been given in the Appendix. 

Ara's Conservatism-Radicalism Scale 

Ara (1983) cons tructed conservatism-radicalism scale 

to investigate the socio-political attitudes of Bangladeshi 

activist and non-activist student. This scale contained six 

dimensions such as nationalism, democracy, minority at titude, 

religiosity, violence and social change. The scale contains 

fourty items covering these dimensions • 
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She developed the scale in Bengali and used it in 

Bangladesh. The_literature on conservatism-radicalism is 

very rich. It was found that conservatism-radicalism is ass

ociated with political attitudes. Conservatism refer to a 

set of attitudes towards the preservation of things as they 

are. Conservatism belie9esthat man's traditional inheritance 

is rich and it deserves veneration. Radicalism, on the other

hand, is associated with the attack on traditicnally inheri

ted structure of power. Its emphasis is on the equal an:i 

liberal distribution of political franchise. 

The C-R was developed in Ll.kert-type attitude scale. 

The subjects were required to respond on 5-point scale ran

ging from strongly agree to strongly disagree. Hence the 

possible highest score was (40 x 5)= 200 and possible lowest 

score was (40 x 1) = 40. For the computation of reliability 

of the scale, split-half technique was used with odds and 

even numbers an:l the pearson's 'r' was found 0.82. Correla

tion between total scores with scores of each dimension 

were computed to find out the validity of the scale arrl co

efficient of correlation ranged fran 0.43 to 0.79. Inter

item co-rrelations of I.:{) items ranged from 0.07 to 0.72 

and the average inter-item correlation was 0.55. 

The data of C-R scale were split into half for cross

validational purpose. 'llle co-efficient of correlation thro

ugh Pearson's method was 0.89 and after applying Spearman 

Brown formula, the coefficient raised from 0.89 to 0.94. 
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The validation of C-R scale was also obtained from other 

sources i.e. by computing C-R scores with the scores of 

other personality measures. The biserial correlation was 

computed. _The r between C-R scale arxi Kool's (1969) auth

oritarian scale was found 0.58 and r between C-R and Hasan's 

(1974) Dogma tism scale was found 0.22. The original form 

of C-R scale contained 40 items. However, an abridged form 

of this scale containing 24 items were used in the present 

study. 

Bengali Adaptation of Kool's Authoritarian Scale 

Authoril tarianism as psychological construct of perso

nality syndrome has been included in the design_ of the pre

sent study. Hence the investigation used Bengali adaptation 

of Kool's _authoritarian scale. Bengali adaptation of this 

scale was done by Ara (1983) in her study of socio-political 

a.tti tudes. 

According to Kool (1980) authoritarian attitudes exp

ress submissiveness towards his superiors and domineering 

towards his subordinates. It means that authoritarian atti

tudes show inequality in viewing human relationship. Follow

ing this differential attitudinal pattern in personality 

Kool developed the authoritarian scale. He borrowed the items 

from F scale (Morno et.al. 1950), dogmatism scale (Rockeach, 

1960) and open minded scale (Haiman,1954) an:i developed his 

authoritarian scale (1960) for using it in Indian context. 
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The English version of this scale contained 23 

items. Ara traslated these items into Bengali. The transla

tion was done by three experts separately. A team of five 

judges scutinized each translated version. The items of 

which all the judges found appropriate for indicating exact

sense, were accepted for the inclusion in the Bengali form 

of authoritarian scale. 

The responses of each subject were scored in such a 

way that negative items had converse leveling to that of 

positive items iq order to keep the trend of scoring unidi

rectional. A test-retest reliability was obtained 0.54 after 

a gap of two weeks on a sample composed of 50 subjects. The 

validity of this scale was found by correlating it with 

Freeman's authoritarianism scale and its correlation value 

was 0.33. 

Ara used this Bengali adaptation of authoritarian 

scale to measure the personality characteristics of Bangla-

deshi students. 'Ihe scale was in Ll.kert form and its scoring 

was based on 7-point scale. The present investigator, how

ever, used 5-point scale in measuring the responses of the 

subjects. Hence the highest and the lowest possible scores 

on this scale were ( 23 x 5) = 115 and ( 23 x 1 ) • 23 

respect! vely. 
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Bengali Adaptation of Rotter's I-E Control Scale 

Rotter's internal-external control inventory measures 

generalized beliefs in internal versus external control of 

events. Rotter conceptualized internal as the perception 

of positive ard/or negative events as the consequence of 

one's own action. While external control is related to cer

tain external situation like fate, luck, supernatural ele

ments and powerful others. Hence personality syndrome like 

internal and external control was utilized in the present 

study in order to measure personality variable of internal 

and external control, Rotter's I-E inventory was adopted 

in Bengali by Ara (1983) in her stu dy of personality syndrome 

of activist and non-activist in the social context of 

Bangladesh. 

The I-E scale in its present form made up of 12 pairs 

of bi-polar items. This scale is an outcome of several rev

isions and purification done by Rotter an:l Leverant (1963� 

1965, 1975). They eliminated those items which were highly 

correlated with social desirability scale. The reliability 

of the final I-E scale was estimated by the method of split-

half relia bility and coefficient of correlation ranged from 

0.65 to 0.79. Kuderson test were also used for measuring 

reliability and coefficient of correlation ranged from o.69 

to 0.73. The test-retest technique was also used and the 

coeffieient of correlation ranged from 0.55 to 0.83. 
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The I-E scale was translated into Bengali for the 

purpose of using it in the social -ontext of Bangladesh . 

Methods of back translation was used an.:i correlation coeff

icient was computed between the original English version 

and back translated version. The r was found 0.85 indica

ting high reliability of Bengali adaptation of the test. 

The I-E scale was scored in the direction of exter

nal control. One mark was given if the choice was in the 

favour of external items. But if the choice was in the favour 

of internal items, zero was assinged to it. Thus the total 

scores ranged fran 0-12, low scores indicated internal while 

high scores external direction. The forced choice technique 

was used for eliciting the response of the subject. However, 

the investigator in the present study have reversed the 

calculation from that of Bengali adaptation. Thus high score 

indicated internally controlled and low score indicated ex

ternally controlled for the purpose of present study. This 

was done for the convenience of explaining the data in the 

same direction with other scales used in this investigation. 

Procedure of Data Collection 

The present study utilized the Voting Attitude Scale ,

Ara's Conservatism-Radicalism Scale, Kool's authoritarian 

scale (Bengali adaptation), and Rotter's I-E control 
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scale (Bengali adapt�tion) for the collection of data 

in 'the investigation. Therefore, measures were administered 

to each of the 320 subjects s·eparately. The time gap bet

ween administration of the scales,was seven days. This was -

done for avoiding response set of the subj�cts. All the 

subjects were collected from post-graduate classes of diff

erent faculties of Rajshahi University,in the Academic year 

of 1984 - 85. The collection of data was started in October 

1986 and continued upto Jaruary 1987. 

The subjects were contact·ed individually. Political 

subjects were contacted through political agents. The in

vestigator himself approached the non-political subjects. 

Female subjects were approached through female agents. There 

were,however, problems in data c.ollection. It was very diff

icult to make rapport with the non-political as well as 

. female subject. They were not easy to convince. Sometimes 

they refused to fill up the questionnaire. In such cases 

the investigator took help of their friends so that they 

could realize the need of the research purpose. 

Administration of the Tests 

The investigator administered four measures for 

collection of data in the present study. The administra

tion of each test was done as follows : 
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Voting Attitude Scale 

The test was administered on presr
elected sample of 

political subjects (N = 160) and apolitical subjects (N = 

160). The questionnaire was distributed to the Ss of politi

cal and apolitical groups with proper instructions. In this 

test the Ss were asked to show their agreement or disagree

ment about some issues relating to voting behaviour. The test 

contained 26 statement s and each subject was required to give 

his response by putting a ( V) make on any one of five alt

ernatives given against each statement. Thus, the response 

of the Ss ranged from strongly agree to strongly disagree. 

The instruction for the test was as follows: (English 

verson ) • 

11 Following you will find some statements about poli

tical activities of the people relating to voting behaviour. 

Please read each statement c�refully and express your atti

tudes about the ideas contained in the statement by puting a 

(v) mark on any one of the five alternatives given pgainst

each statement. There is no right or wrong answers. You are 

required to give your response as ace urately as possible. 

There is no time limit. But try to fill up the questionnaire 

as early as possible. Thank y ou for your active co-operation. 
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Conservatism-Radicalism Scale 

The administration of this scale was done on the same 

subjects after the laps of a week of the preceding test. 

The test contained 23 items. The subjects were asked to give 

their opinion it1:.forms of attitude about the ideas contained 

in each statement. The ideas were about socio-political att

itudes relating to conservative or radical ideology. The 

answer to each statement·ranged from strongly agree to stro

ngly disagree. The Ss were required to express their attitu

des by puting a (v) mark on any one of five alternatives 

given against each statement. 'lhe instruction for the sub

jects was as follows (English version): 

" Following you will see some statements relating to 

conservatism and redicalism. Every person is acquianted with 

these ideological p�opositions o Please read each statement 

attentively and give your attitudinal prererence for each

statement by puting (V) mark on any one of five alterna

tives given against each statement. There is no right or 

wrong answer. What you will say would be regarded as your 

anewer in right direction. Please try to give accurate ass

essment of the ideas revealed in each statement. There is no 

time limit and try to answer each statement with care and 

caution. Thank you for your co-operation". 
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Authoritarian Scale 

Bengali adaptation of Kool's authoritarian scale 

was administered on the same Ss after the laps of one week 

of the previous test. The booklet was distributtd to poli

tical as well as apolitical groups o� Ss after establishing 

a proper rapport with them. The authoritarian scale contained 

23 items. The Ss were asked to express their opinions about 

each statement. The response of each subject was required 

to give on 5-point scale rmging from strongly agree to str

ongly disagree. Thus Ss were asked to put a(\/) mark on 

any one of five alternatives given against each statement. 

The English rendering of the instruction for this scale was 

as follows : 

11 Following you will see some statement. These are 

some issues of an individual relating to his personality 

characterist±c�.P1ease read each statement carefully and 

think over it attentively. Then give your opinion ranging 

from strong agreement to stron�disagreement by puting a 

( v') mark on any one of five alternatives given against each 

statement. There is no right or wrong answer. Your verdict 

will be regarded as yourown opinion. There is no time limit 

also. But try to complete your answers within a short period 

of time. Thank you for your active oooperation and sincere 

participation in the research prograrrme ". 



- 162 -

Rotter's I-E Centrol Scale 

This scale was administered on the same Ss of politi

cal and apolitical groups. The S� were asked to choose be-

tween two alternat ives by puting a(./) mark. So it was a 

forced choice on the part of the Ss and each subject was 

required to attempt all the pairs of statements. 'Ihe ins

truction for this scale was as follows (English v.ersion ). 

11 Please find in this booklet some pairs of statements. 

In each pair, two statements are given. They are contradic

tory to each other. So you cannot choose both of them simul

tanously. You are to chj<>se only one which will indicate the 

rejection of the other. Please read each pair alternatively 
one 

and give your choice about any of them by puting a ( \/ ) 

mark on the space given before each statement. Please attempt 

all the pairs. Do not leave them untouched. Your correct 

choice will reflect your personality characteristics. There 

is no right or wrong answer here. There is no time limit. 

But try to finish your job as quickly as possible. Thank you 

for your cooperation ". 
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CHAPTER - V 

RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION 

The present chapter contains the analysis of results 

and its interpretations. In the computation of results, 

the analysis of variance and t-tests were used. The analy

sis of results is presented in two parts. In the first 

part a factorial ANOVA using 2 x 2 x 2 design was applied 

on the scores of Voting Attitude Scale and Conservatism

Radicalism Scale. The ANOVA was conducted separately. In 

each computation a 2 x 2 x 2 factorial design involving 2 

levels of group composition (Political/Apolitical) 2 · 

levels of sex (Male/Female) and 2 levels of Residential 

Background (Urban/Rural) were used. The method of scoring, 

the arrangement of data for ANOVA and brief interpreta

tions of the findings are given separately for each analy

sis of the·measures reported. In the second part,t-test 

was computed on the scores of Authoritarian Scale and
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Internal-External control scale. The purpose of this ana

lysis was to study within-group and between-group compari

sons of Political-Apolitical� Male--Female and Urban-Rural 

dimensions. Finally, a summary of main findings is given 

for an overall view of the results. 

PART 1 fACTORIAL ANOVA 

In this section factorial ANOVA was carried out on 

the scores of Voting Attitude Scale and Conservatism -

Radicalism Scale. 

Voting Attitude Scale (VAS) 

The scores on Voting Attitude Scale were tabulated 
C 

Rcurately for the analysis of data. The data were analysed 

by computing Analysis of Variance. In this analysis, a fac

torial design was used. Thus a 2 x 2 x 2 factorial design 

involving 2 levels of Group Composition (Political/Apoli

tical), 2 levels of sex (Male/Female) and 2 levels of 

Residential Background (Urban/Rural) were utilized for 

the collection of data. A high score was indicative ..of fa

vourable voting attitude arrl a low score was indicative of 

unfavourable voting attitude. The highest possible score 

in this scale was 130 am the lowest possible score was 26. 

The Ss were asked to give their response on a 5-point scale 

ranging from strong agreement to strong disagreement. So 



_,.. 

- 165 -

the highest score of the Ss indicated strong agreement 

With the issues relating to voting behaviour. 

Table 5 contains the summary of factorial AN0VA in

volving Group Composition, sex and residential background 

on the scores of Voting Attitude Scale. The results indi-

. cated tha.1; main effects for group composition, sex, and resi

dential background were statistically significant. A three

way interaction involving Croup Composition, sex and resi

dential background was also statistically significant. 

Table 5 : Showing summary of factorial AN0VA involving 

group composition,sex and residential back

ground on the scores of Voting Attitude Scale 

(VAS). 

Sources of variance 0 s s 0 df � M S 0 F 

Group Composition (A) 7742.25 1 7742.25 77 .12** 

Sex ( B ) 4061. 25 1 4061. 25 Lio. 45** 

Residential Background( C) 567.00 1 567.00 5.65* 

A B 378.25 1 378. 25 3.77 

A C 99.00 1 99.00 0.99 

B C 28.75 1 28.75 0.29 

A BC Li05 .50 1 405.50 4. OL.i*

·w1 thin Cell 31 321. 68 312 100.39 
(experimental error) 

Total 44603.68 319 

Note . P* L 0.05, P** .(_ 0. 01 . 
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However, two-way interactions involving Group Composition 

and sex, Group Composition and residential background and 

sex and residential background were found sta�istically 

non-significant. 

Main Effect 

Group Composition 

The result of AN0VA (Table 5) reported signifi

cant main effect for group composition (F, 1/312 = 77.12, 

P (_ 0.01 ) • 

Table 6 Showing overall mean scores arrl significant mean 
difference on Group Composition (N=160). 

� Group 
Composition 0 

Political 

Apolitical 

Note 

Mean Q 
Q 

91 .88 

82.04 

df = 159 

S D 

10.84 

10.69 

i 
� Level of t-value � significant

8.11 0.01 

The results (table 6) indicated that regardless of 

sex and residential background political Ss expressed sig

nificantly more favourable voting attitudes as compared to 

apolitical Ss (t-value = 8.11, df = 159, P z 0.01 ). Thus, 

it appears that political Ss (M = 91.88) have evaluated · 

issues relating to political activities more favourably in 
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their attitudinal preferences for voting behaviour in 

comparison to apolitical Ss (M = 82.4). In other words,the 

interest in politics seems to play a vital role in poli

tical subjects to form favourable attitudes about the va

rious issues of the act of voting. Subjects who are apa

thetic to politics, on the otherhand,are not concerned about 

the consequences of votin g and as such they seldom become 

involved in political activities leading to the expression 

of comparatively less favourable attitudes about voting. 

Sex 

The results (Table 5 ) showed significant main 

effect for sex (F, 1 /312 = 40. 45, P ( 0.01). 

Table 7 

Sex 

Male 

Female 

Showing overall mean scores and significant 

mean differences on Sex (N=160). 

I MEAN ! S D It-value i Level of 
si gnif i ca nee 

90.52 12.62
5.66 0.01 

83.39 9.78

Note : df = 159 

The significant main effect on sex indicated that 

regardless of group composition arrl residential background, 

sex emerged as an important factor in the study of voting 

attitudes. It was found that male Ss showed significantly 
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higher preference for voting attitudes in comparison to 

female Ss (t-value = 5.66, df = 159, P < 0.01 ). The res

ults seem to indicate that male Ss are exposed to politi

cal activities in greater frequency than the female Ss. 

As a result., male Ss (M = 90.52) expressed significantly 

more attitudinal preference about different issues relat

ing voting behaviour_ and female Ss (M = 83.39) expressed 

comparatively less favourable attitudes about political 

affairs of voting behaviour. 

Residential Background 

The res ults ( table 5 ) indicated significant main 

effect for residential backgr\1und ( F, 1 / 312 = 5. 65, 

P L...0.05 ). 

Table 8: Showing overall mean scores and significant 
mean differencees on Residential Background 

. (N = 160). 

Residential � Mean � S D � � Level of 
Background � � � t-value � significance

Urban 88.29 11.57 
2.02 0.05 

Rural 85.63 11. 96 

Note • df = 159, 

The results (table 8) showed that irrespective of 

Group Composition and sex of the Ss, residential back-

ground was found to account for voting behaviour. The 
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overall mean. scores showed that the Ss with urban residen

tial background (M = 88.29) expressed significantly more 

attitudinal preference towards voting ( t-value 2.02, df =

159, P <. 0.05) as compared to the Ss with rural background 

(M = 85.63). This finding was indicative of the fact that 

Urban Ss are exposed to more political activities and as 

such they are subject to political manipulation to a greater 

extent than the Ss of rural origin who are supposedly expo

sed to less political manipulation. It seems to indicate 

that political socialization in urban people may be regarded 

as a vital factor for differential preferences in voting 

attitudes. 

Interaction Effect 

Group Composition x Sex x Residential Background 

The results ( table 5) indicated that a three-way 

interaction representing group Composition, sex and Residen

tial Background ( F, 1/312 = 4.04, P.(_0.05 ) was statis

tically significant. Thus the results reported above are 

moderated through the analysis of three-way interaction. 
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·Table 9 : Showing cell means and significant mean differences on
various conditions of three-way interactions representing 
Group Composition, sex and Residential Background ( N=40 
in each ce ll) on the scores of  VAS. 

§ S D. §
�

§ 
MEAN 

t-value
I ij a § b 2 C 2 d 2 e 2 f 2 g 2 h 

PUM a 96.47 11.33 3. 31** 0.04 4.67** 3.43** 7. 41** 5.87** 7 .52** 

PUF b 88.82 9.25 3.76** 1.53 0.43 4. 47** 3.20** 4.72** 

PRM C 96.57 9.13 5. 29** 3.84** 8. 49** o. 49** 8.52** 

PRF d 85.63 9. 35 o. 95 2. 83** 1. 85 3. 15** 
-i. 

AUM e 87.82 11. 20 3. 35** 2.57* 3.81** ---J.

AUF f 80.02 8.34 0.51 o.47

ARM g 81.10 11. 89 0.89 

ARF h 79.10 9.17 

Note : P* < 0.05, P** i..._ 0.01 
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The results (table 9) indicated that in case of 

political @roup Composition, it was found that Urban Male 

Ss showed significantly higher preference in Voting Atti

tudes (t = 3.31, dt = 39, P< 0.01 ) as compared to urban 

Female Ss. Urban Male Ss also differed significantly (t=4.67, 

, df = 39, P !.._ 0.01 ) and expressed higher voting attitudes 

in comparison to Rural Female Ss. Again, Rural Male Ss ex

pressen significantly higher attitudes of voting (t = 3.76, 

df = 39, P (.0.01) than the Urban Female Ss. Rural Male Ss 

also exhibited significantly higher attitudes of voting 

(t = 5.2 9, df = 39, P.(0.01 ) than the Rmral Female Ss. 

However, no significant mean difference w1ir�,: found in the 

attitudinal preferences between Urban Male Vs. Rural Male 

and also between Rural Male Vs. Rural Female. Thus an inspec

tion of mean scores showed tha.t Urban Male Ss (M = 96. 47) 

and Rural Male Ss (M = 96.57) showed highest preference in 

voting attitudes followed by Urbah Female Ss (M = 88.82) 

and Rural Female Ss (M a 85.63 ). The pattern of voting atti

tudes in Rural Male and Rural Female S s has effected interac

tion. The interaction is plotted in Figure 1. 

Regarding Apolitical Group Composition, the results 

(Table 9) showed that urban Male Ss exhibited significan

tly highest voting attitudes ( t = 3. 35, df = 39, P ( 0.01 ) 

as compared to Urban Female Ss. Again Urban Male Ss expre

ssed significantly more voting attitudes (t = 2.57, df = 39, 

P ( 0.05 ) as compared to Rural Male Ss as well as Rural 
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Female Ss ( t = 3. 81 , df = 39, P (. 0. 01 ) • No significant 

mean differences were found between Urban Female Vs. Rural 

Male and Rural Male Vs. Rural Female. An inspection of mean 

scores showed that Urban Male Ss (M = 87.82) showed signi

ficantly highest voting attitudes in comparison to Urban 

Female (M = 80.02) Ss, Rural Male (M = 81.20) Ss and Rural 

Female Ss (M = 79.10) who expressed least voting attitudes. 

Thus the pattern of Urban Voting attitudes has effected in

teraction which is plotted in figure 1. 

The results ( table 9 )  revealed that in respect 

of Group Composition, Political Urban Male Ss showed sig

nificantly more attitudinal preference of voting (t = 3.43, 

df = 39, P L0.01 ) as compared to Apolitical Urban Male Ss. 

Political Urban Male Ss also showed significantly higher 

voting attitudes as compared to Apolitical Urban Female Ss 

( t = 7. 41, df = 39, P ( 0 .01 ) , Apolitical Rural Male Ss 

( t = 5. 87, df = 39, P I. 0 .01 ) and Apolitical Rural Female 

Ss ( t = 7.52, df = 39, P J...0.01 ) • Similarly Political Ur

ban Female Ss also expressed significantly higher attitudi

nal preference in voting as compared to Political Urban 

Female ( t == 4. 47, df = 39, P "0.01 ) , Apolitical Rural Male 

( t = 3.20, df = 39, P(0.01 ) and Apolitical Rural Female 

Ss ( t = 4.72, df = 39, P<o.01 ). Again political Rural 

Male Ss expressed significantly more voting attitudes as 

compared to Apolitical Urban Male Ss ( t = 3.89, df = 39, 
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P(0.01 ), Apolitical Urban Female Ss ( t = 8.49, df == 39, 

P <_0.01 ) , Apolitical Rural Mc.le Ss ( t = 6. 49, df = 39, 

P ( 0.01 ) and Aplitical Rural Female Ss ( t = 8.52, df = 39, 

P ( 0. 01 ) • Furthermore, Poli ti cal Rural Female Ss expressed 

significantly higher voting attitudes as compared to Apoli

tical Urban Female Ss ( t = 2 c 83, df = 39, P < 0.01 ) and 

Apolitical Rural Females Ss ( t = 3. 15, df = 39, P (_ 0. 01 ) • 

It appears from the results ( table 9) that Male 

Ss of Urban-Rural division in Political Group Composition 

did not differ significantly in their attitudinal constella

tion of voting. Similarly Female Ss of Urban-Rural origin 

in Political Group Composition failed to achieve level of 

signifi cance. It seems to indicate that Male-Female cate

gorization has greater impact in producing differential atti

tudinal preference of political individuals. Another plaus

ible explanation might be that Male persons are exposed to 

greater Political manipulation as compared to their coun

terparts. Furthermore, political activities in Male and 

Females differ sustantially in respect of power positions. 

There is obviously a conflict in status between Male and 

Female political persons. It is, perhaps, for these reasons 

that Male and Female expressed differential attitudinal 

preference in voting in case of political Group Composition. 
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Another distinctive feature of the results(table 9) 

is that Political persons are found to express similar pat

tern of attitudinal preference irrespective of Urban-Rural 

origin when sex remains constant. It seems to indicate that 

political socialization for Male individuals is identical 

both in Urban and Rural areas. Similarly political socializa

tion of Females in Urban an:i Rural areas are also identical 

in nature. Thus pattern of political participation seems to 

exert sufficient influence in the formation of political 

attitudes in socio-political context of Bangladesh. 

In case of Apolitical Groups, it seems to indicate 

that except Urban Male Ss, the rest of the groups are suppo

sedly exposed to identical pattern of political socializa

tion. Apolitical Urban Male Ss, on the other hand, are expo

sed to more political manipulation in respect of voting atti

tudes. Thus Apolitical Urban Male Ss appear to maintain mar

ginality in political participation through the exercise of 

voting rights. They represent marginality in the sense that 

they have familiarity with political activities of the coun

try and have closer association with political persons. By 

dint of their Male stai:lls, Apolitical Urban Ss have entrance 

in the arena of politics. But they seldom show political affi

liation towards a definite political party or towards a par

ticular ideological frame of reference. Consequently they 

identify themselves as Apolitical persons an:i maintain 
•
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closer association with other Apolitical persons of Urban 

Female as well as Rural Male arxi Female. In a word, the 

degree of political affiliation in Apolitical individuals 

is not differentiated in the same pattern as it is found 

in Political individuals. 

Conservatism-Radicalism Scale (C-R) 

The conservatism-Radicalism Scale was administered 
C 

on the same Ss. The data were properly and acurately tabula-

ted for computing analysis of variance. In this analysis,a 

factorical design was utilized. Thus a 2 x 2 x 2 factorial 

design involving 2 levels of Group Composition ( Political/ 

Apolitical), 2 levels of sex (Male/Female) and 2 levels of 

Residential Background (Urban/Rural) were used. A high score 

indicated conservatism and a low score indicated radicalism. 

The highest possible score in this scale was (23 x 5) = 115 

and the lowest possible score was 23 x 1 = 23_; Accor�ingly 

it was assumed that scores above mid-point (69) were indi

cative of conservative attitudes while the scores below mid

point were regarded as Radical attitudes. 
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Table 10 : Showing summary of factorial ANOVA involving 
Group Composition, sex and R:esidential Back
ground on the scores of conservatism-Radicalism 
Sc ale ( C-R Scale). 

Source of variance 0 s s 0 df 0 M s 0 F 

Group Composition(A) 997 .so 1 997.50 1 L�. ** 

Sex (B) 2065.50 1 2065.50 30. 85**

Residential Background( C) 747 .12 1 747 .12 11.16** 

A B 19.50 1 19.50 0.29 

A C 5.87 1 5.87 0.09 

B C 104. 75 1 104. 75 1.56

A B C 458. 12 1 458.12 6.84** 

Within Cell 20892.00 312 66.12 
(Experimental error) 

Total 25291 .oo 319 

Note . 

P* (·0.05, P** <.. 0.01. 

The results (table 10 ) reported the summary of 

factorial AN0VA involving Group Composition, Sex and Resi

dential Background on the scores of conservatism-radicalism 

Sc ale. It was found that main e(fects for Group Composition,

Sex and Residential Background rere statistically signifi

cant. A three-w ay interaction representing Group Composition, 

Sex and Residential Background was also statistically signi

ficant. However, two-way interactions involving Group Compo

sition and Sex, Group Composition and Residential Background 

and sex and Residential Background were found non-significant. 
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Main Effect 

Group Composition 

. The AN0VA results (table 10) showed significant 

main effect for group composition (F, 1/312 = 14.90, 

P (0.01 ) on the scores of C-R Scale. 

Table 11 : Showing overall mean scores and significant 

mean difference for group: composition 

(N=160) on the scores of C-R Scales. 

Group Mean S D Composition 

Political 65.06 9.38 
3.78 0 .01 

Apolitical 68.73 7. 91

Note df = 159 

The results (table 11 ) showed that regadless of 

sex and residential background, Apolitical Ss expressed sig

nificantly more conservative attitudes ( t = 3.78, df = 159, 

P (0.01 ) as compared to political Ss. It seems to indicate 

that Apolitical Ss {M = 68. 73) exhibited conservatism in 

socio-political atti tude.)?oli ti cal Ss, ( M = 65 .06 ) on the 
to 

otherhand, are found appear as radical in the attitudinal 

preference. In a word, Socio-political attitudes in politi

cal and Apolitical Ss are inversely related. Political Ss 

tend to move towards radical ideological orientations while 

Apolitical Ss mo.ve towards conservative ideological , 
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orientations. Thus political and Apolitical Ss are defini

tely distinguished on conservatism-radicalism continuum of 

socio-political attitudes. 

Sex 

The results (table 10) showed significant main 

effect for sex ( F, 1/312 c 30.85, P � 0.01 ). 

Table 12 

Sex 

Male 

Female 

Showing overall mean scores and significant 
mean difference for sex (N=160) on the scores 
of C-R Scale. 

i 
Mean 

� 
s D it-value � Level of 

significance

64.26 8.98 
5.53 0.01 

69.51 7.88 

Note : df = 159 

Regardless of Group Composition and residential background, 

the results ind1cated that Female Ss expressed significantly 

more socio-political attitudes in the direction of conserva

tism ( t = 5.53, df = 159, P L0.01 ) as compared to Male Ss. 

In other· ,words,Female Ss ( M = 69.57 ) exhibited conservatism 

orientation and Male Ss exhibited redicalism orientation in 

respect of socio-political attitudinal preference on conser

vatism-radicalism continuum. 
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Residential Background 

The results ( table 10) showed significant main 

effect for Residential Background ( F, 1/3 12 = 11.16 

P .(_0.01 ). 

Table 13 : Showing overall mean scores and significant 

mean difference for Residential Background 

( N = 160) on the scores of Conservatism-

Radicalism Scale. 

Residential � Mean � s D � � Level of 
Background � 0 O t-value � significance

Urban 65. 44 9. 01
2.98 0.01 

Rural 68. 36 8.47 

Note : df = 159 

It was found that (table 13) irrespective of group compo

sition and sex of the Ss, Residential Background was found 

to account for socio-political attitudes. The results revealed 

that Rural Ss expressed $Lgnificantly more conservative atti

tudes ( t = 2. 9ij, df = 159, P <_ 0 .01 ) as compared to Urban 

Ss. An inspection of mean scores showed that Urban Ss(M=65.44) 

exhibited radical orientation. Rural Ss ( M = 68.36), on the 

otherhand, showed a tendency to move towards conservative 

ideological poles. 
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Interaction Effect 

Group Composition x Sex x Residential Background 

The results ( table 10 ) indicated that a three

way interaction representing Group Composition, Sex and 

Residential Background was statistically significant (F, 

1/31 2 = 6.84, P ( 0.01 ). 

The results ( table 14 ) showed that in respect 

of political Groups, Rural Female Ss showed significantly 

more attitudinal preference in conservatism as compared 

to Urban Male Ss ( t = L�.54, df = 39, P.(0.01 ), Urban 

Female Ss ( t = 2.4 2, df = 39, P(0.05 ) and Rural Male 

Ss ( t = 3.48, df = 39, P.(0.01 ). An inspection of mean 

scores showed that Rural Female Ss (M = 70. 30) exhibited 

conservatism while Urban Female Ss ( M = 61.40 ), Urban 

Female Ss ( M = 65.72) and Rural Male Ss ( M = 63.47) 

expressed radicalism. However, Urban Male Ss ( M = 61.L�) 

expressed significantly higher radicalism (t=2.23, df = 

39, P (0.05 ) �s compared to Urban Female Ss (M = 65.72). 

No significant mean difference in radicalism was found 

between Urban Female Ss ( M = 65.72) and Rural Male Ss 

( M = 63.47) and also between Urban Male Ss (M = 61.40) 

and Rural Male Ss ( M = 63.47 ). 
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Thus it seems to indicate that political Urban 

Male Ss ( M = 61.40) nurtured highest radical ideology 

followed by Political Rural Male ( M = 63.47) and Poli

tical Urban Female ( M = 65.72) Ss. Political Rural 

Female Ss ( M = 70.30 ), on the otherhand, nurtured conser

vative ideology in socio-political attitudes. 

In respect of Apolitical Groups, the results (table 

14) showed that Urban Male Ss expressed significantly more

radical attitudes as compared to Urban Female Ss (t = 4.78, 

df c 39, P 0.01 ), Rural Male Ss ( t = 3.65, df = 39, 

P<_0.01 ) and Rural Female Ss ( t = 4.49, df = 39,P,(0.01). 
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Table 14: Showing cell means and significant mean differences on various 
conditions of three-way interac tions representing Group Compo-
si tion, sex and Residential Background (N=40 ,in each cell) in 
the scores of Conservatism-Radicalism Scale. 

0 0 MEAN 0 s D 
�

t-value 
0 0 a } b } C } d � e � f � g } h 

PUM a 61. 40 8.99 2. 23* 1.03 4.5** 0.98 5.60** 4.52** 5.36** 

PUF b 65.72 8.33 1. 16 2. 42* 1 • 31 3. 33** 2. 24* 3.00**

PRM C 63.47 9.59 3� 48** o.69 4. 44** 3. 40** 4.16**

PRF d 70.30 8.56 3. 72** o.64 0.38 0.22 

AUM e 63. 30 8.26 4. 78** 3.65** 4.49**

AUF f 71. 42 6. 90 1 .1 4 0.51 

ARM g 69.62 7 .20 0.69 

ARF h 70.67 6. 26 

No te . P* ,(_0.05, P** <0.01 . 
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An inspection of mean scores showed that Urban Female 

= 71.42), Rural Male Ss (M = 69.62) and Rural Female 

= 70.67 ) expressed conservatism in their socio-poli-

tical attitudes. In a word, in political groups, it was 

found that only Urban Male Ss were radical in their attitudi

nal preference while Urban Female, Rural Male and Rural 

Female Ss were found to exhibit conservatism in their ideo

logical preference in socio-political attitudes. 

In case of comparison between political and Apolitical 

groups, it was found that political Urban Male Ss were sign

ificantly more radical in socio-political attitudes as compa

red to Apolitical Urban Female Ss ( t = 5.60, df = 39,P�0.01), 

Apolitical Rural Male Ss ( t = 4.52, df = 39, P ..( 0.01 ) and 

Apolitical Rural Female Ss ( t = 5 .56, df = 39, P ( 0.01 ) • 

Thus the pattern of conservatism in Apolitical Rural Female 

and Rural Male Ss effected interaction which is plotted in 

figure 2. Thus high conservatism in socio-political attitudes 

of Apolitical Urban Female Ss also effected interaction. Ag

ain,Political Urban Female Ss expressed significantly more 

radicalism as compared to Apolitical Urban Female Ss (t=3.33, 

df = 39, P .( 0. 01 ) , Apolitical Rural Male Ss ( t = 2. 24, df= 

39, P,(0.05·) and Apolitical Rural Female Ss (t = 3.00,df=39, 

P .(·0.01 ). Similarly Political Rural Male Ss exhibited high-

-er radicalism as compared to Apolitical Urban Female Ss

(t = 4.44, df = 39, P ( 0.01 ), Apolitical Rural Male Ss 
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( t = 3. 40, df = 39, P L___ 0 .01 ) and Apolitical Rural 

Female Ss ( t = Li.16, df = 39, P ..(.0.01 ). This pattern of 

socio-political attitudes accounted for interaction which 

is plotted in frugure 2. However, Apolitical Urban Male Ss 

expressed significantly higher socio-political attitudes 

in radicalism as compared to political Rural Female Ss 

( t = 3.72, df = 39, P<.0.01 ). Thus it appears to indicate 

a distinctive feature of the results that only group iden

tified as radical in Apolitical Group Composition was the 

Urban Male Ss { M = 63.30 ). Similarly, only Group in Poli

tical Ss were identified as conservative were the Rural 

Female Ss ( M = 70.30 ). 

To sum up : Hega1·dless of Redid enti al Background and 

Sex,Political Ss were radicals and Apolitical Ss were con

servatives. When residential background was considered,Urban 

Ss were radicals while Rural Ss expressed a tendency towards 

conservatism. When Sex was considered,Male Ss were radicals 

and Female Ss were conservatives. In case of within-group 

�omparisons, Political Urban Male, Political Rural Female 

and Political Rural Male Ss were found radicals while only 

Political Rural Female Ss were found to express conservative 

attitudes. Similarly Apolitical Urban Female Ss, Apolitical 

Rural Male Ss and Apolitical Rural Female Ss were found con

servatives wh:ile only Apolitical Urban Male Ss expressed 

radicalism in their socio-political attitudes. 
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PART 2 : WITHIN AND BETWEEN GROUP COMPARISONS 

In this section mean differences were computed us-

ing t-tests to carry out the within-group and between-group 

comparisons on the scores of I-E control scale and Author

iterian scale. In each test, within-group comparisons were 

computed of Political arrl Apolitical Ss separately. 

In between-group compsrisons, t-test was computed 

on all possible combinations between political and Apoliti

cal group compositions. 

Internal-Exterrlal Control Scale 

The I-E control scale was administered to measure 

the personality characteristics of Political and Apolitical 

individuals with reference to their male-female categoriza

tion and Urban-Rural division. The same sample was utilized 

for the collection of data. Bengali adaptation of Rotter's 

I-E control scale was used. The scale contains 12 pairs of

items. The forced choice principle was used for making res-

ponse to each pair of items. The Ss were asked to make a 

choice between two alternatives. Among these two alt,rna

tives, one emphasized on person's individual work ability, 

effort etc. This was termed as internally controlled items. 

The responses to these items were given a credit of one. 

The other alternative emphasized on person's belief in fate, 
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miraculous occurence of events, significant others etc.,. 

responsible for determining the course of events and actions. 

These items were termed as externally controlled items. The 

responses to these items were given the credit of zero. The 

I-E control scale contained 24 items equally divided into

internal and external locus of control. Thus the highest pos

sible score in this scale was 12 and the lowest possible score 

was zero. The high score was indicative of internally contro

lled personality and low score was indicative of externally 

controlled personality. The mid-point 6 was worked out for 

making a demarcation between internally and externally contro

lled individuals. Hence Ss having scores above 6 was regarded 

as internally controlled individuals. Similarly Ss having 

scores below 6 were regarded as externally controlled indivi

duals. Following these principles, within-group and between

group compsrison3 were computed using t-test. 

Within Group Comparison 

Political Group : In this comparison mean differences were 

computed (table 15) between Urban Male Vs. Urban Female, 

Urban Male Vs. Rural Male, Urban Male Vs. Rural Female,Urban 

Female Vs. Rural Male,Urban Female Vs. Rural Female and Rural 

Male Vs. Rural Female. The results ( ·table 15 ) showed that 

political Urban Male Ss ( M = 7.27) were significantly more 
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internally controlled ( t = 2.70, df = 39, P <_ 0.05) as 

compared to Political Urban Female Ss ( M = 6.27 ). Again 

Poli ti cal Urban Male Ss were also found · ·signicantly more 

internally controlled ( t = 3.68, df = 39, P <.0.01 ) as 

compared to Political Rural Female Ss ( M = 5.87 ). Simi

larly,Political Rural Male Ss ( M = 7.60) were found sig-

nificantly more internally controlled ( t = 3.80,df=39, 

P ,,< 0 .01 ) as compared to Poli ti cal Urban Female Ss 

( M = 6. 27 ) as well as Poli ti cal Rural Female Ss ( t=li. L13, 

df = 39, P (.0.01 ) • However, no significant mean difference 

was obtained between Political Urban Male and Political 

Rural Male Ss and also between Political Urban Female and 

Political Rural Female Ss. 

Table 15 

Q 

.. PUM 

PUF 

PRM 

PRF 

Showing within-group comparison between PUM
PUF, PUM-PRM, PUM-PRF, PUF-PRM, PUF-PRF and 
PRM-PRF on the scores of I-E control scale 
(N = 40 ). 

MEAN � S D � PUM 0 PUF � PRM 0 PRF

7.2'/ 1.66 2. 70* 1.03 3.68** 

6.27 1.58 3.80** 1 .01 

7.60 1.56 Li. 43** 

5 .87 1 • 91 

Note P* (0.05, P** ( 0.01, df = 39 
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An inspection of mean scores (table 15) showed 

that Political Urban Male ( M = 7.27) and Political Rural 

Male ( M = 7.60) Ss exhibited highest scores in the direc

tion of internal control followed by Political Urban Female 

Ss ( M = 6.27) and Political Rural Female Ss ( M = 5.87 ). 

Thus Political Rural Female Ss were found in the direction 

of external control. It is, therefore, obvious that Politi

cal Rural Female Ss expressed their beliefs in external 

factors like fate and significant others as factors in in

fluencing their courses of actions. Political Urban Male, 

Urban Female and Rural Male Ss, on the otherhand, were found 

to believe in work ability and effort as factors responsible 

for their actions. Graphic representation of within-group 

comparison of political Ss is given in figure 3. 

Apolitical Group : Results ( table 16 ) showed that Apoliti

cal Urban Male Ss ( M = 7.40) differed significantly (t=3.66, 

df = 39, P ..(_ 0 .01 ) from Apolitical Urban Female Ss (M = 5. 97) 

on the scores of I-E control scale indicating Urban Male (M =

7.40 ) Ss internally controlled and Urban Female Ss (M = 5.97) 

as externally controlled. Similarly Apolitical Urban Male Ss 

obtained significantly higher score ( t = 3.60, df = 39,P(0.01) 

as compared to Apolitical Rural Female Ss ( M = 5.92) indica

ting the latter as externally controlled. Thus the results 

showed that in case of Apolitical Group composition, Urban 

Male ( M = 7. 4l) ) obtained highest score followed by Rural 
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Table 16 . Showing within-group comp:a.riaon between . 

AUM-AUF, AUM-ARM, AUM-ARF, AUF�ARM, AUF-ARF 

and ARM-ARF on the scores of I-E control 

scale ( N = 40 .) .

�
MEAN i S D 

�
t-value

AUM 0 AUF 0 ARM � ARF 

AUM 7. 40 1. 46 3.66** 2.10 3.60** 

AUF 5. 97 1. 98 1 • 1,3 0 .10 

ARM 5.50 1 • 91 1 • 51 

ARF 5.92 2 .12 

Note P** < 0.001, df = 39. 

Male ( M = 6.60 ), Urban Female ( M = 5.97) and Rural 

Female ( M = 5.92 ). Thus scores of Urban Male and Rural 

Male Ss were in internally controlled direction while scores 

of Urban Female arxi Rural Female Ss were in externally con

trolled direction. Graphic repres entation of within-group 

comparisons of Apolitjcal Ss is given in figure L,.

Between Group Comparison 

Comparisons between Political and Apolitical Group 

compositions ( table 17) showed that Political Urban Male 

Ss ( M = 7.27) obtained s ignificantly higher scoreCt=3.17 

df = 39, P ..(0.01 ) indicating more internally controlled 

as compared to Apolitical Urban Female Ss . 
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Table 17 Showing group comparisons between Political 

and Apolitical Ss on various combinations of 

sex and Residential Background on the scores 

of I-E control scale ( N = 40 ) • 

A olitical 
t Level of 

Mean S D significance 

UM 7.27 1 .66 UM 7. 40 1. 46 0.37 n.s

UM 7.27 1. 66 UF 5.97 1.98 3.17 0 .01 

UM 7.27 1 .66 RM 6.60 1 • 91 1.67 n.s

UM 7.27 1 .66 RF 5. 92 2.12 3.13 0.01 

UF 6.27 1.58 UM 7. 40 1. 46 3.32 0.01 

UF 6.27 1.58 UF 5. 97 1.98 0.75 n.s

UF 6.27 1.58 RM 6.60 1 • 91 0.84 n.s

UF 6.27 1 .�j8 RF 5. 92 2.12 0.83 n.s

RM 7.60 1 .56 UM 7. 40 1. 46 o. 85 n.s

RM 7.60 1.56 UF 5. 97 1. 98 4.07 0 .01 

RM 7.60 1 .56 RM 6.60 1. 91 2.56 0.05 

RM 7.60 1 �56 RF 5.92 2 .12 Li .00 0.01 

RF 5.87 1 • 91 UM 7. 40 1. 46 4.02 0 .01 

RF 5.87 1 • 91 UF 5.97 1. 98 0.22 n.s

RF 5.87 1 • 91 RM 6.60 1 • 91 1.69 n.s

RF 5.87 1 • 91 RF 5.92 2.12 0 .11 n.s

_..__ 

df = 39 
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( M = 5.97 ). Again, Political Urban Male Ss were found 

significantly more internally controlled ( t = 3.13, df =39, 

P <(0.01 ) as compared to Apolitical Rural Female Ss ( M = 

5.92 ). However, Apolitical Urban Male Ss ( M = 7.40) were 

found significantly more internally controlled (t = 3.32, 

df = 39, P ( 0. 01 ) as compared to Poli ti cal Urban Female Ss 

( M = 6.27 ). Furthermore, Political Rural Male Ss (M = 7.60) 

were found significantly more internally controlled (t=4.07, 

df = 39, P < 0.01 ) as compared to Apolitical Urban Female Ss 

( M = 5.97 ). Also Political Rural Male Ss obtained signifi

cantly higher scor� ( t = 2.56, df = 39,P ,Z.0.05) indicating 

more internally controlled as compared to Apolitical Rural 

Female Ss ( M = 6.60 ). Moreover, Political Rural Male Ss 

( M = 7 .60 ) were found more internally controlled ( t = 4 .• 00, 

df = 39, P ..(0.01 ) as compared to Apolitical Rural Female 

Ss ( M = 5.92 ). Graphic representation of Group Comparisons 

between Political and Apolitical Ss is given in figure 5. 

The results ( table 18) showed that Political Male 

Ss ( M = 7.43 ) were found significantly more internally con

trolled ( t = 4.84, df = 39, P <. 0.01 ) as compared to Poli

tical Female Ss ( M = 6.07 ). 
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Table 18 . Showing Group Comparisons between PM-PF and . 

PU-PR on the scores of Internal-External 

control scale ( N = 00 ) . 

§ Mean �s D 
0 } Level of Q Groups 

� 0 O t-value � significance � compared 

PM 7.43 1 .87 4.84 0.01 PM Vs.PF 

PF 6.07 1. 70

PU 6.77 1.50 1.50 n.s PU Vs. PR

PR 6.73 1. 70

Note : df = 79

An inspectiqn of mean scores ( table 17) showed

that irrespective of Urban-Rural Background, the Political 

Male Ss ( M � 7.43) as well as Political Female Ss(M=6.07) 

scored above mid-point (6). This seems to indicate that both 

the Political Groups of Male and Fema.,J.e Ss are internally 

controlled. However, the Political Male Ss are significantly 

more internally controlled than the Political Female Ss. 

Thus it appears that the dif ferences between Male and Female 

Ss with Political orientation differ in degree only. This 

qualitative difference on locus of control in Male and Female 

may be due to differences in the degree and intensity in 

Political activities. Political Male Ss may have higher con

fidence in their work ability and as such they may command 

greater influence to direct the courses of action. Political 

Female Ss, on the otherhand, might have less involvement in 

Political activities and as such they have comparatively 
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less command over the courses of action. Due to these 

differences of Political orientations in Male and Female, 

they differ in locus of control in influencing course of 

actions. 

However, no significant mean difference (table 18) 

was obtained between Political Urban and Political Rural 

Ss. Inspite of that the Political Urban ( M = 6.77 ) and 

Political Rural ( M = 6.73) Ss scored above mid-point (6) 

indicating both the Groups as internally controlled in 

making their decisions about the outcome of events. 

Group comparisons were also computed between AM-AFand 

AU-AR on the scores of Internal-External control scale 

( M = 00 ). The results ( table 19 ) 

Table 19 : Showing Group Comparisons between AM-AF and 

AU-AR on the scores of Internal-External 

Control Scale ( N = 00 ). 

Mean s D 
Q

t-value 
Level of Groups 
Si if'icance 0 com a:ted 

AM 7.00 1.69 
3.53 0 .01 AM Vs. AF 

AF 5.94 2.06 

AU 6.68 1.74 
1. 25 n.s AU Vs. AR

AR 6.26 2.50 

Note . df = 79 . 

showed that Apolitical Male Ss ( M = 7.00 ) expressed sie-

nificantly more choices in the direction of internal locus 

of control ( t = 3,53, df = 7B , p < 0.01) in comparison to
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Apolitical Female Ss ( M � 5.94 ). Thus regardless of 

Urban-Rural residential background, Apolitical Male Ss 

(M = 7.00) were found internally controlled and Apolitical 

Female Ss (M = 5. 94 ) were found externally controlled .How

ever, no significant difference was ob tained between Apoli

tical Urban and Apolitical Rural Ss. Inspite of that b oth 

Apolitical Urban (M = 6.68) and Apolitical Rural (M =6.26)Ss 

were found internally controlled. Thus regardless of Male

Female categorization, Apolitical Urban and Apolitical 

Rur al Ss expressed identical locus of control in respect of 

personality syndromes. 

Group Comparison between Political and Apolitical 

Ss on Male-Female division and Urban-Rural background were 

also computed using t-test. 

The results ( table 20) showed that political Male 

Ss ( M= 7.43) exhibited significantly more internal. in 

locus of control ( t = 4.81, df = 79, P < 0.01 ) as compared 

to Apolitical Female Ss (M = 5.94 ). Again Apolitical Male 

Ss (M = 7.00) were found more internally controlled(t= 3.37, 
"' 

df = 79, P < 0.01 ) as compared to Political Female Ss 

(M = 6.09 ). This seems to indicate that regardless of Urban

Rural background, both Political and Apolitical Male Ss were 

more internally controlled than their counterparts. 
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Table 20 Showing Group Comparison between Poli ti cal 
and Apolitical Ss on Male-Female division and 
Urban-Rural background on the scores of 
Internal-External control scale (N=80). 

Political Apolitical 
� 

Level of
Mean S D Mean s 

significance 

PM 7.43 1. 87 AM 7.00 1.69 1 .53 n.s

PM 7.43 1. 87 AF 5.94 2.06 4. 81 0.01

PF 6.09 1. 70 AM 7.00 1.69 3.37 0 .01

PF 6.09 1. 70 AF 5.94 2.06 0.50 n.s

PU 6.77 1.50 AU  6.68 1. 74 o. 36 n.s

PU 6.77 1.50 AR 6.26 2.50 1 .59 n.s

PR 6.73 1. 70 AU 6.68 1. 74 0.18 n.s

PR 6.73 1. 70 AR 6.26 2.50 1 .88 n.s

Note . df = 79 . 

Regardless of Sex and Residential Background,mean 

comparisons were computed between the scores of Political 

and Apolitical Ss. 

Table 21 Showing mean comparisons between Political and 
Apolitical Groups on the scores of Internal
Ext�rnal control scale (N = 160 ). 

Group Composition Mean � s D � t-value Level of
� significance

Political 6. 75 1. 87
1. 33 n.s

Apolitical 6.47 1. 97

Note . df = 159. . 
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The results ( table 21 ) showed that mean differ

ences between Political and Apolitical Ss failed to achieve 

the level of statistical significance. However, an inspec

tion of mean scores showed that regardless of sex and Resi.

dential Background both Political (M = 6.75) and Apolitical 

(M = 6.47) eroups obtained scores above mid-point (6) which 

indicated that both the group were internally controlled in 

respect of their beliefs about mode of action in their 

lives. (P,j t 9) 

To sum up : Political Urban Male and Rural Male Ss 

were found highly internally controlled followed by Politi

cal Urban Female and Rural Female Ss. However, Political 

Rural Female Ss were found externally aontrolled while all 

other groups were internally controlled. 

Apolitical Rural Male Ss were found highly internally 

controlled followed by Apolitical Rural Male Ss, Apolitical 

Urban Female Ss and Apolitical Rural Female Ss. Apolitical 

Urban Male and Rural Male Ss were found internally contro

lled while Apolitical Rural Male and Rural Female Ss were 

foundo externally controlled. 

Political Urban Male Ss were highly internally 

controlled followed by Apolitical Urban Female and Apoliti

cal Rural Female Ss. 

Political Male Ss were more internally controlled 

as compared to Political Female Ss. Apolitical Male Ss were 

also more internally controlled than Apolitical Female Ss. 
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Political Male Ss were more internally control1ed than 

Apolitical Female Ss. But Apolitical Male Ss were more in-

·ternally controlled than Political Female Ss. No signifi

cant difference was found between Political and Apolitical

groups regarding locus of control. But Apolitical Urban Male

Ss were found highly internally controlled as compared to

Political Urban Female Ss. Political Rural Male Ss were also

found highly internally controlled in comparison to Apoli ti

cal Urban Female, Rural Male and Rural Female Ss. But Apoli

tical Urban Male Ss were found more internally controlled in

comparison to Political Rural Female Ss. However, Political

Rural Female Ss scored in externally controlled direction.

Political Male Ss were more internally controlled 

than�Political Female Ss. Similarly Apolitical Male Ss were 

more internally controlled than Apolitical Female Ss. Both 

Political and Apolitical Male Ss were found more in-

ternally controlled as compared to their female counterparts. 

No significant difference was obtained between Political and 

Apolitical groups. 

Authoritarian Scale 

The authoritarian scale was administered on the 

same Ss. The purpose of this scale was to measure the per

sonality of the Ss in authoritarian direction. The scale 

contains23 items. The Ss were asked to make response on 

•
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5-point scale Fanging from strong agreement indicating

high authoritarian and strong disagreement indicating least 

authoritarian. High score indicated high authoritarian and 

low score indicated non-authoritarian. Highest possible 

score was ( 23 x 5) = 115 and the lowest possible score 

was ( 23 x 1 ) = 23. Thus the mid-point was 69. Hence sub

jects having scores above 69 were regarded as highly autho

ritarian and the Ss having scores below 69 were regarded as 

non-authoritarian. For the preparation of results, the data 

were coded properly and and t-value was computed to find 

out the differences within-groups and between-groups of Poli

tical and Apolitical Ss. 

Within-Group Comparison 

Political Group : In this comparison, mean differences were 

computed using t-test on Political Urban Male Vs. Political 

Urban Female, Political Urban Male Vs. Political Rural Male, 

Political Urban Male Vs. Polit�cal Rural Female, Political 

Urban Female Vs. Political Rural Male, Political Urban 

Femal� Vs. Political Rural Female and Political Rural Male 

Vs. Political Rural Female. 

The results ( table 22) showed that Political 

Urban Female Ss ( M = 80.62) were significantly more autho

ritarian (t = 3.53, df = 39, P < 0.01) in comparison to Politi

cal Urban Male Ss (M = 75.92). Again Political Urban Female 
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Ss (M = 80.6l) wer-e found significantly more authoritarian 

( t = 3.92, df = 39, P < 0.01 ) as compared to Political 

Rural Male Ss (M = 73.87). Political Urban Female Ss were 

also found signif.i.cantly more cfluthori tarian ( t = 3. 83, 

df = 39, P (0.01) as com pared to Political Rural Female 

Table 22 Showing Within-Group Com parisons between 

PUM-PUF, PUM-PRM, PUM-PRF, PUF-PRF and 

PRM-PRF on the scores of authoritarian scale 

( N = 40 ) .

§ Mean 0 S D 0 PUM 0 PUF 0 PRM 0 PRF 

PUM 75,92 6.19 3.53** 1 • 15 0.03 

PUF 80.62 5.58 3. 92** 3.83*"* 

PRM 73.87 9.19 1 • 51 

PRF 75.87 5. '-16

Note : df = 39 

Ss (M = 75.87). In other words, Political Urban Female 

showed significantly more authoritarian as compared to 

Political Urban Male, Rural Male and Rural Female Ss. 

Grapaic presentation of group comparisons is given in 

figure 6. 

Ss 

Apolitical Group : Results (table 23 ) showed that Apoli

tical Urban Female Ss exhibited significantly more authori

anism as compared to Apolitical Urban Male (t = 3.58,df= 39, 

P < 0.01 ), Apolitical Rural Male ( t = 2.73, df = 39, 

P < 0.05) and Apolitical Rural Female ( t = 4.40, df = 39, 

P < o .01 ) ss . 
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Showing Within -Group Comparisons between 

AUM-AUF, AlJr.4-ARM, AUM-ARF, AUF-ARF and 

ARM-ARF on the scores of Authoritarian 

Seale ( N = 40 ). 

Mean � S D � AUM � AUF � J\nM 0 ARF 

75.27 6. 46 3.5�** 0.36 o. 31

79.92 4.93 2. 73** 4.40** 

75.87 7.89 o.68

74.85 5.25 

Note . df = 39 . 

Graphic representation of eroup comparison is given in 

figure 7. 

Between Group .eo.mpari$on : Comparisons between Poli ti cal 

and Apolitical Group ( table 24) compositions showed that 

Apolitical Urban Female Ss (M = 79.92) expressed signifi

cantly more authoritarianism (t = 3,17, df = 39, P < 0.01) 

as compared to Political Urban Male Ss (M = 75.92). Politi

cal Urban Female Ss (M = 80.62), on the otherhand, exhibited 

significantly more authoritarianism (t  = 3.07, df = 39, 

P < O. 01 ) as compared to Apolitical Rural Male Ss(M= 75. 87). 

Again Political Urban Female Ss (M = 80.62) showed signifi-
mo-re 

cantly authoritarianism ( t = 4.72, df = 39, P � 0.01 ) as 

compared to Apolitical Rural Female Ss ( M = 74.85). It 

was also found that Apolitical Urban Female Ss (M = 79.92) 
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Table 24 Showing group comparisons between Political and 

Apolitical Ss on various oombinations of Sex 

UM 

UM 

UM 

UM 

UF 

UF 

UF 

UF 

RM 

RM 

RM 

RM 

RF 

RF 

RF 

RF 

and Residential Background on the scores of 

Authoritarian Scale ( N = 40 ). 

Political Apolitical 
t-

Mean S D Mean S D value 

75. 92 6.19 UM 75.27 6.46 O. L6 n.s

75. 92 6.19 UF 79.92 4.93 3.15 o. 01

75.92 6.19 RM 75.87 7.89 0.03 n.s

75.92 6.19 RF 74.85 5.24 0.82 n.s

80.62 5.58 UM 75.27 6. 46 3.90 0 .01 

80.62 5.58 UF 79.92 4.93 0.61 n.s

80.62 5.58 RM 75.87 7.89 3.06 0 .01 

80.62 5.58 RF 74.85 5.24 L�. 73 o. 01

73.87 9.19 UM 75.27 6. 46 0.77 n.s

73.87 9.19 UF 79.92 4.93 3.62 0.01 

73.87 9.19 RM 75.87 7.89 1.03 n.s

73.87 9.19 RF 74.85 5.24 0.58 n.s

75.87 5. 46 UM 75.27 6. 46 0.44 n.s

75.87 5. 46 VF 79.92 4.93 3. 43 0.01 

75.87 5. 46 RM 75.87 7.89 o.oo n.s

75.87 5. 46 RF 74.85 5 .·24 0.8L1 n.s

Note df = 39 

expressed significantly more authoritarianiam (t = 3.62, 

df = 39, P (0.01 ) as compared to Political Rural Male 

Ss ( M = 73.87 ). Furthermore Apolitical Urban Female Ss 
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(M = 79.92 ) were found significantly more authoritarian 

( t = 3.47, df = 39, P � 0.01 ) as compared to Political 

Rural Female Ss (M = 75.87 ). Graphic presentation of 

between-group composition is given in figure 8. 

The results (table 25 ) showed that Political Ss 

(M = 78.24) expressed significantly more authoritarian atti

tudes ( t = 2.14, df = 79, P � 0.05) as compared to Politi

cal Male Ss ( M = 74.89 ).

Table 25 Showing group comparisons between PM-PF and 
PU-PR on ·the scores of Authoritarian Scale 
(N = 00). 

� 
Mean � S D 

i
t

-
� Level of � Croups 

value � significance { compared

PM 74.89 9.38 
2.14 0.05 PM Vs. PF 

PF 78.24 10.04 

PU 78.27 12. 77
1. 75 n.s PU Vs. PR

PR 74.87 11.65 

Note : df = 79

An inspection of mean scores ( table 25) showed 

that irrespective of Urban-Rural background both Politi

cal Male (M = 74.89) and Political Fem ale Ss (M = 78.24)

obtained scores above mid-point (69). This indicates that 

both the groups were authoritarian. Again, regardless of 

Male-Female divisi,m, Political Urban (M = 78.27) and Poli

tical Rural (M = 74.87) Ss obtained scores above mid-point 
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indicating both the groups as authoritarian. However, no 

significant mean difference was found between Political 

Urban and Political Rural Ss in authoritarian attitudes. 

Group comparisons were also worked out between 

AM-AF and AU-AR on the scores of authoritarian scale 

( table 26 ) • 

Table 26 Showing Group comparisons between AM-AF and 
AU-AR on the scores of authoritarian scale 
( N = EO). 

� Mean � S D � t- � Level of Q Groups 
� � � value � significance � compared 

AM 75.57 6.17 
2.01 0.05 AM Vs. AF 

AF 77.38 5.19 

AU 77 .59 8. ,,3
1.58 n.s AU Vs. AR 

AR 75.34 9.48 

Note : df = 79

The results ( table 26) showed that Apolitical 

Fema�e Ss (M = 77.38 ) exhibited significantly higher autho

ritarianism (t = ?.01, df = 79, PL... 0.05 ) as compared to 

Apolitical Male Ss (M = 75.57). However, no significant 

mean difference was obtained between Apolitical Urban and 

Apolitical Rural Ss on the scores of authoritarian scale. 

An inspection of mean scores showed that both 

Apolitical Male ( M = 75.57 ) and Apolitical Female ( M =

77. 38 ) Ss obtained scores .-higher than mid-point (69)
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indicating both the rroups as authoritarian in personality 

characteristics regardless of their Urban-Rural background. 

However, Apolitical Female Ss were found more authoritarian 

in compsrison to Apolitical Male Ss. Again both Apolitical 

Urban (M = 77.59 ) and Apoliti�al Rural (M = 75.34) Ss 

regardless of their Male-Female division obtained scores 

above mid-point (69) which indicated that both the groups 

were authoritarian in personality characteristics. 

Group comparisons between Political and Apolitical 

Ss on Male-Female division and Urban-Rural background were 

also computed using t-test ( table 27 ). 

Table 27 Showing Group Comparisons between Political and 
Apolitical Ss on Male-Female division and Urban
Rural background on the scores of authoritarian 
scale ( N = 00) • 

Political 
� 

A
f

olitical � t- � Level of
� Mean 0 S D Mean 0 S D value O significance 

PM 74.89 9.38 AM 75.57 6.17 0.76 n.s

PM 74.89 9.38 AF 77.38 5 .19 2.93 0 .01 

PF 78.24 10.04 AM 75.57 6 .17 2.87 0 .01 

PF 78.24 10.04 AF 77.38 5 .19 0.97 n.s

PU 78.27 12. 77 AU 77.59 8.43 0.56 n.s

PU 78.27 12. 77 AR 75.31'.i 9. 48 2.33 0.05

PR 74.87 11.65 AU 77.59 8.43 2.39 0.05 

PR 74087 11 .65 AR 75034 9.48 o. 42 n.s

Note . df = 79 .
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The resuJts ( table 27) showed that Apolitical 

fem ales Ss ( M = 77. 38 ) were significantly more au thori tar-

ian ( t = 2.93, df = 79, P<0.01 ) as cOinparPct to PoJit-i cal 

MalP Ss (M = 711.89). Similar]y Political Female Ss (M= '?G.211) 

were significantly more authoritarian ( t = 2 .f37, d.f = 79, 

P <_0.01 ) as compared to Apolitical MalP �s (M = 75.57). 

In case of Urban-Rural comparison it was found thRt Politi

cal Urban Ss (M = 78.27) were significantly more authoritar-

ian ( t = 2.33, df = 79, p<_ 0.05 ) as compared to J\politi-

cal Rural Ss (M = 75. 3L, ) 
. 

Aeain Apoliticc=il Urbc1n Ss(M=77 .59) 

were found significantJy more authori tarj ,rn ( t = 2.39, 

df = 79, p L... 0.05) than Political Rural Ss (M = 71,. [3'1). 

An inspection of mean scores showed that regardless 

of Urban-Rural background Apolitical Female Ss (M = 78. 211) 

obtained highest score followed by /\.political Female(M==77.3R), 

Apolitical Male ( M = 75.57 ) and Political Male (M = 71,.s9) 

Ss. However, all the groups scored higher thaN mid-point 

( 69) indicating authoritarian personality. Similarly rerc1rd

less of Male-Female divjsion,Political Urban Ss ( M = 78. ?7) 

obtained highest score fol] owed by Apoli ti. cc=il Urb::rn ( M=77. 59), 

Apolitical Rural ( M = 75.34) and Political Hural(M = 7 1 1.87) 

Ss. Ho\1ever, all the e-roups scored higher than mid-point (69) 

indicating authoritarian personality. 

Regardless of Sex and Residential Background, group 

comparisons were also computed between· Political and Apoli

tical Ss ( table 28 ). 
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Table 28 Showing mean comparisons between Political 

and Apolitical groups on the scores of 
authoritarian scale (N=80). 

Group � MeanComposition 0 

Political 

Apolitical 

76.57 

76. 47

� � t-
o S D O value

6. 30 

6. 31
0.14 

Note df = 79

0 Level of 
0 significance 

n.s

The results ( table 28) showed that Political and 

Apolitical Ss did not differ significantly on the scores of 

Authoritarian Scale. However, an inspection of mean scores 

showed that both Political ( M = 76.57) and ApoliticalSs 

(M = 76.47) obtained scores above mid point (69) indica

ting authoritarian personality. CF<j / /�

To sum up : Political Urban Female Ss were found 

significantly more authoritarian as compared to political 

Urban Male, Rural Male and Rural Female Ss. Apolitical 

Urban Female Ss were also found significantly more auth

oritarian as compared to Apolitical Urban Male, Rural Male 

and Rural Female Ss. Political Urban Female Ss were found 

more authoritarian as compared to Apolitical Rural Male 

and Rural Female Ss. Also Apolitical Urban Female Ss were foLrnd 

more authoritaria,n as comp�red to Political Urban Male,Rur&l 

Male and Rural Female Ss. Political Female Ss were more 
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Flg.10. Histogram representing within-group compa1i1ons 

between Male and Female Sa along tht mid-point 
of the Authoritarian Scale for Po litical and Apolitical 
group compositions. 
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authoritarian than Political Male Ss. Again Apolitical 

female Ss were found more authoritarian than Apolitical 

Male Ss.Apolotical Female Ss, however, were more authori

tarian than Political Male Ss and Political Female Ss were 

more authoritarian than Apolitical Male Ss. Similarly Poli

tical Urban Ss were more authoritarian than Apolitical 

Rural Ss but Apolitical Urban Ss were more authoritarian 

than Political Rural Ss. No significant difference was ob

tained between Political and Apolitical groups. 

' 
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SUMMARY OF THE MAIN FINDINGS 

Part 1 : Factorial ANOVA 

Voting Attitude Scale (VAS) 

1. Regardless of sex and residential background,

political Ss expressed significantly more favourable vot

ing attitudes as compared to apolitical Ss. 

2. Regardless of group composition and residential

background, male Ss showed significantly higher preference 

for voting attitudes in comparison to female Ss. 

3. Regardless of group composition and sex,the Ss

with urban residential background expressed significantly 

more attitudinel preference towards voting as compared to 

the Subjects with rural background o

4. A three-way interaction representing eroup compo

sition, sex and re.sidential background was statistically 

significant. It was found that, for political groups,urban 

male Ss and rural male Ss showed highest preference in vot

ing attitudes followed by urban female and rural female Ss. 

For apolitical groups, urban male Ss expressed significantly 

more voting attitudes as compared to urban female, rural 

male and rural female Ss. 
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Conservatism-Radicalism Scale : 

5. Regardless of sex and residential background,

Apolitical Ss expressed significantly more conservative 

attitudes as compared to political Ss • 

6. Regardless of group composition and residential

background, female Ss expressed significantly more conser

vative attitudes as compared to male Ss. 

7. Regardless of group compositions a nd sex, rural

Ss expressed significantly more conservative attitudes as 

compared to urban Ss. 

8. A three-way interaction representing group com

position, sex and residential background was statistically 

significant. For political group, urban female Ss expressed 

significantly more conservative attitudes as compared to 

urban male and rural male Ss. A gain Rural Female Ss expre

ssed significantly more conservative attLitudes followed by 

urban female, rural male and urban male Ss. For Apolitical 

groups, urban female, rural male and rural female Ss expre

ssed significantly more conservative attitudes as compared 

to urban male Ss. 

-group
Part 2 : Within and Between-Group Comparisons 

Internal-External Control Scale 

9. For political group, urban male and rural male Ss

were more internally controlled followed by urban female and 

rural female Ss. 
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10. For Apolitical group, rural male Ss were more

internally controlled followed by urban female and rural 

female Ss. 

11. Urban male Ss of political group were more in

ternally controlled followed by urban female and rural fe

male Ss of Apolitical group. 

12. Urban male Ss of Apolitical groups were more in

ternally controlled than 1.l.rban female Ss of politic al group. 

13. Rural male Ss of political group were also more 

internally controlled as compared to urban female, rural 

male and rural female Ss of Apolitical group. 

14. Political male Ss were more internally controlled

than political female Ss. Similarly Apolitical male Ss were 

more internally controlled than Apolitical female Ss. 

15. Both political male and Apolitical male Ss were

more internally controlled as compared to their female coun

terparts. 

Authoritarian Scale 

16. For political group, urban female Ss were more

authoritarian than urban male, rural male and rural female 

Ss. 

17. For apolitical group also urban female Ss were

more authoritarian than urban male, rural male and rural 

female Ss. 



- 211 -

18. Urban female Ss of political group were more

authoritarian than 1ural male and rural female Ss of apoli

tical �roup. 

19. Urban female Ss of apolitical group were more

authoritarian than urban male, rural male and rural female 

Ss of political group. 

20. Female Ss of political group were more authorita

rian than male Ss of political group. 

21. Females Ss of apolitical group were also more

authoritarian than male Ss of apolitical group. 

22. Political urban Ss were more authoritarian than

apolitical rural Ss. But apolitical urban Ss were more au

thoritarian than political rural Ss. 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCIDSIONS 

The present chapter is an integrative attempt to 

highlight the implications of the findings and to evaluate 

theoretical imports of these findings for future research. 

However, the present study represented a social Psychological 

approach for explaining Poli ti cal behaviour specially with 

' reference to voting attitudes understood in terms of partisan-
------

ship, party identification, leadership image, election campa-

ign and issue orientation. Moreover, socio-political attitudes, 

authoritarianism and locus of control as personality.syndromes 

were also considered and studied empirically for understanding 

voting behaviour in socio-political context of Bangladesh. 

Thus the effects of these dependent variables were analysed 
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as a function of political-apolitical group categorization, 

male-female classification and urban-rural division in socio

political context of Bangladesh. Concerning the objectives 

of the study, it has been clea:0ly stated in chapter III that 

the main focus of the study was to explore the patterns of 

voting behaviour of political and Apolitical students in 

socio-political .£lCl1text of Bangladesh. Accordingly three 

hypotheses were formulated a.qd the study has reflected on 

these hypotheses. The findings of the study have provided 

confirmations to these hypotheses. In addition, a good num

ber of findings have emerged from the results indicating 

multi-dimensional aspects of voting behaviour. 

There is now a growing number of studies that attempt 

primarily to explain this nrulti-dimensional trend of voting 

behaviour ( Ambramson and Aldrich, 1982 ). Despite the qua

lities of these studies, serious gaps in our knowledge of 

voting behaviour exist (Zipp, 1985 ; Cavanagh, 1981 ; Hadly 

1978; Katosh and Traugott, 1982, Ladd, 1978 ; Reiter,1979 ; 

Rosenstone and Wolfinger, 1978; Schaffer, 1981 ; Tarrance, 

1978) and as such the present investigation has emphasized 

on ideological preference, personality factors and demogra

phic variables of Political and Apolitical individuals in 

accounting for the growth and development of voting attitu

des. In a word, the findings of the present study suggest 

that the most important factors contributing to the choice 
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of voting are functionally related with changing h�story 

of the nation (Boyd,1981) and changing structure of Poli

tical system (Cassel and Hill,1981) and economic develop-

ment of the country ( Wolfinger and Rosenstone,1980). 

In recent years, there is a wide-spread questioning 

of social Psychological theories of Political behaviour which 

seem to confine themselves to narrow experimental situation 

and neglect the relevant and �ignificant influences of real 

lif� socio-political processes in influencing voting beha

viour. As Converse (1971) has pointc-d out that there are 

three broad factors that keep people from voting. These are 

accidental factors,legal factors and motivational factors. 

The third set of factors, motivational ones, is generally 

considered to be the most important. According to Converse, 

motivational factors involve some indifference or apathy to 

voting. He further distinguished between two types of moti

vational factors. These are internalized motivation such as 

citizen's learning for participation, and external motivation 

such as situations during elections and the mobilizing effects 

of election campaign. Following such an approach the present 

study emerged from the interplay of certain wider social con

textual variables such as historical and political events in 

Bangladesh and also social psychological variables such as 

party identification and citizen's consciousness of political 

efficacy. Thus the present study is an attempt �o counter

balance the multi-dimensional factors of voting behaviour in 
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socio-political context of Bangladesh. 

The findings of the study have showed that our expec

tation has been fulfilled to a greater extent. A wide array 

of complex findings have been obtained through the present 

study. We shall now attempt to examine some of the main 

findings and point out their implications and appliecl. values 

in the political development of Bangladesh. While a wide

range in integrative specific findings have emerged and have 

provided empirical confirmations to the hypotheses, it is 

neither practicable nor feasible to evaluate each of the sig

nificant findings exhausti bly within the_ confines of the pre

sent discussion. It is,therefore, proposed to examine those 

main findings which have a higher theoretical relevance and 

display critical effects of the social and political contex

tual factors underlying the design of the present study. For 

convenience sake,discussion is divided under the following 

sub-divisions : (i) Findings related to predictions, (ii) 

Findings related to socio-political attitudes, (iii) Find

ings related to authoritarianism (iv) Findings related to 

locus of control. 

Findings Related to Predictions 

Though the study was basically exploratory in nature , 

three specific predictions were made for the study. Firstly, 

it was hypothesized that Political group Ss would have 

higher scores on the votine attitude scale as compared to 

Apolitical groups of Ss in Bangladesh. This prediction was 
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supported by the results of the study. The main effect of 

group composition showed that regardless of sex and resi

dential back ground, political Ss expressed significantly 

more favourable voting attitudes as compared to Apolitical 

Ss. This has been explicitly expressed in three-way inter

actions involving group compositions, sex and Residential 

Background on the scores of Voting Attitude Scale. Figure 

1 contains analytical presentation of differential attitu

dinal voting preference ::- of Political and Apolitical Ss. 

It was found that political Urban Male, Rural Male, Urban 

Female and Rural Female Ss invariably scored higher as com

pared to their Apolitical counterparts. These findings have 

provided empirical supports to the hypothesis that politi

cal Ss would have higher scores on the voting attitude 

scale as compared to Apolitical groups of Ss in Bangladesh. 

These findings are in line with the theory of politi

cal socialization. Herbert H. Hyman (1959) states : 

Regularities in the political behaviour of adL in
dividuals and stable differences between groups of adults 
have become a commonplace in social research. Such patterns 
of behaviour may well be interpreted 1i.n terms of contempo
raneous features present in the adult lives of particular 
individuals or groups. But, certainly it is true that the 
continuity of such patterns 9ver time and place suggests 
that the individual has been modified in the course of his 
development in such a way that he is likely to exhibit 
certain persistent behaviour apart from transient stimula
tion in his contemporary environment 11 (pp. 17-18). 

Thus it is evident that Political behaviour is 

complex and many different aspects could be examined as 
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outgrowth of socialization. Two major factors are parti

cipation in politics and aspiration to achieve political 

goals. While individuals differ certainly in the quantity 

of their participation and perhaps qualitatively in the 

kind of political participation, the goals of political 

action have varied endlessly among people over time and 

place. Concieved in these theoretical aspects of political 

behaviour and political action involving voting attitudes, 

it is logical that persons with Political involvements 

could try to attain political goals using the voting stra

tegy and as such they would exhibit comparatively higher 

orientation of voting behaviour as compared to those per

sons who are apathetic towards political involvement, poli

tical actions and voting consequences. The results of the 

preeent study reflect these theoretical assumptions and 

underlie the importance of political activities as impor

tant factors in determining voting patterns of the indivi

duals. Previous studies ( Greenstein, 1974; Jennings, 

1980 ; Marsh, 1971 and Nie , Powell and Prewitt, 1969 ;) 

have reported similar findings that politically oriented 

persons have showed greater interest and more involvement 

in the exercise of voting rights in elections. These find

ings have provided empirical support to the present study. 

In a word, the findings of the present study that politi

cal Ss showed significantly higher preference in voting as 

compared to non-political Ss might be considered as provid

ing empirical verification to earlier studies. 
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On the basis of these findings it may be assumed 

that socio-political context in Bangladesh is in a transi

tional period. Transfer of power for the formation of Qov

ernment in Bangladesh has gone through various phaseso Army 

intervention in politics and martial law administration in 

the ga.rb of politics have raised a lot of controversial 

issues about the participation of people in political act

ivities in the form of voting behaviour. It is found that 

major political parties in the country are confused as to 

the effectiveness of voting for the transfer of power in 

the country. As a result many political persons have lost 

their faith in voting as a political instrument for bring

ing about changes in political arena. Consequently it is, 

perhaps, important to note that inspite of political apa

thy and leadership vacuum in the country, politicaJly invol

ved people are maintaining their status quo. This is evi

dent from the findings that political Ss favoured the act 

of voting in higher frequency than the non-political Ss. 

This seems to indicate the level of political consciousness 

of the people of Bangladesh. 

The second hypothesis of the study was that Ss with 

urban background would obtain higher scores on voting atti

tude scale in comparison to· the Ss with rural background 

in Bangladesh. This hypothesis was also supported by the 

findings of the present study. The main effect for residential 

background on the scores of voting attitude scale showed 

that regardless of group composition and sex, Ss with Urban 
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Residential Background expressed significantly more atti

tudinal preference towards voting as compared to the Ss with 

rural residential background. One probable explanation for 

this differential attitudinal voting preference between 

urban and rural people in Bangladesh may be due to differe

nces in socio-economic status. Viewed from the perspectives 

of education, profe:t;·sion and income of the people, it is 

evident that urban inhabitants are in advantageous position 

as compared to rural inhabitants. It is almost a truism that 

politics in Bangladesh is dominated by the elites who are 

habitually the residents of big towns or cities of the coun

try. Hence it is generally thought that the root of politics 

in Bangladesh is embeded in urban population. Due to sharp 

differences between urban and rural people in respect of 

education and socio-economic status,it is natural that rural 

population would lag behind in political involvements. 

It is, thereofre, plausible that politics in Bangla

desh centers round urban population. As a result rural peo

ple would experience less political learning and would not 

show interest in political participation and election cam

paigning to the same extent as the urban population. This 

bifurcation in political involvement and political action 

imposes restrictions on the choice of candidates in elec

tion on the part of rural Ss. urban Ss, on the otherhand, 

are more politically oriented and they are conscious about 

the positive effect of voting in changing the political 
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power from one political group to another. They believe 

that such changes brought about by the machinery of voting 

would serve their interest and benefit them politically as 

well as economically. Thus it appears that in the present 

context of Bangladesh,Voting behaviour might assume great 

importance and the urban elite would take the advantage of 

voting in more frequency and greater intensity as compared 

to rural people. 

A large number of empirical studies ( Rokkan, 1970 ; 

Ehrmann 1968; Lancelot, 1968; Lane, 1959) have reported 

their findings supporting the hypothesis of the present 

study. The higher preference of voting by the urban people 

and the comparatively lower preference of voting by the rural 

people have been variou�ly explained by different investiga

tors. Sidney Tarrow (1977),for example, found that the fac

tors responsible for increased involvement in politics of urban 

people may also encourage anti-partisanship in rural people. 

According to him interest of a social class of small-holding 

peasantry ·.in France showed partisanship which, inturn, thre

atens the community not only with political conflict but with 

personal strife. This finding. showed that where there is no 

underlying class division in village life, personal conflicts 

are not translated into party conflict. Thus everyone in the 

village understands it to be conflicts of personality and not 

of party. Tarrow further observed that II The attempts to sys

tematize and concentrate personal aminosities into village-
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type party conflict can threaten the harmony of family 

relations, the pleasure of social occasions and the infor

mal work cooperation and sharing of tools that are crucial 

to the economic survival of each family ", 

Thus the group interests of urban people and that of 

rural people are basically different. While political inter

ests in urban people can be achieved through political parti

cipation, the interest of the rural people can be achieved 

through cooperation by sharing of tools and other necessary 

instruments connected with cultivation. It is, perhaps,these 

differences in interests that urban people are more politica

lly involved and show greater interest in voting. Rural people, 

on the otherhand, are less politically involved and they are 

concerned about their professions and show more interests in 

the inprovement of their professional skills at the expense 

of political gains. The findings of the present study that 

Ss with urban background would obtain higher scores on voting 

attitude scale in comparison to the Ss with rural background 

in Bangladesh might be explained in the theoretical perspec

tives stated above. 

Another possible explanation for Urban-Rural �leavage 

in voting attitudes in Bangladesh might be that the growth of 

industrialization in urban area is very rapid and working peo

ple from different parts of the country assemble here for get

ting jobs in the industries. As a result they experience poli

tical changes, economic disparity. These experiences increase 
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the class consciousness in these people. Consequently they 

are motivated to participate in various trade unions and get 

political education. In this way urban people are involved 

in politics and try to manipulate the political power through 

participation in political parties. 'Ihe rural seene in 

Bangladesh is basically different from urban scene. In rural 

areas, cultivation is in its primitive stage, people have to 

work from dawn to dusk in their ferms relating with production 

of paddy, wheat, jute and other crops. They have no leisure, 

no holiday. They find-little time for political acj;i.vities. 

Village organizations are mostly non-political organizations 

and there is no scope for political learning for the villagers. 

Because of these differences in urban and rural life-style, 

urban people are more concerned about voting as a political 

right than the rural people. 

On the basis of these impirical findings and theoreti

cal explanations, it can be said that " the refusal of the 

peasants to recognize the interest that they have in politics 

is doubtless the consequence of their refusal to assume a 

partisan affiliation. And that can be explained by the socio

political conditions where they live. To assume a partisan 

affiliation can, in small commun-ities lead to a rupture of 

social relations with numerous neighbours with whom one must 

co-exist from day to day, and can provoke a nearly intolera

ble isolation " ( Tarrow, 1971 ) • 
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It is, therefore, most probable·:·that historical deve

lopment, class consciousness and professional skills have 

enormous influence on political involvement and as such the 

political ecology of the v,illage seems to contribute to the 

high citizen involvement and the low partisan involvement in 

rural Bangladesh. 

The third hypothesis of the ·etudy was that male Ss 

would exhibit significantly more voting attitudes than the 

female Ss in the context of Bangladesh. The findings of the 

study have provided confirma�;ion .to this hypothesis. The 

main effect for sex showed that regardless of group composi

tion and Residential Background, the male Ss showed signifi

cantly higher voting preference in comparison to female Ss. 

A large number of previous studies(Cfiandidas,1975 ; Sanwal 

and Sanwal, 1971 ; Goel, 1970; Goyal, 1969) have reported 

about differential attitudinal voting preference of males and 

females and concluded that males have higher preference in vo

ting as compared females. These studies have direct relevance 

with the present study and have provided empirical support to 

the hypothesis three of the present study. 

Males and females are historically recognized two 

seperate entities in the arena of politics. The genesis of 

political development in ancient times as well as in the 

modern era showed that males are superior in political acti

vities whereas females have little role in the political ac

tions of national history. The analysis of election results 

in different countries ( Campbell et al., 1960 ; Harun,1986 ; 
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Khan and Zaforullah, 1986) have reported higher turnout 

of male voters and low turnout of female voters in national 

elections. These findings have provided confirmations to 

the hypothesis that male Ss would exhibit significant�y 

more voting attitudes than the female Ss in the context of 

Bangladesh. 

The differential voting preference in males and fe

males may stem from socio-cultural history of the nation. In 

Bangladesh, majority of the citizens are dominated by Isla-

mic dogmas and priciples. Thus the Islamic way of living has 

greater impact to mould the life style of male and female 

differently. Traditionally Islam imposes restrictions on fe

males for active participation in politics. Males,on the other

hand,are permitted by Islamic laws to hold office of the head 

of the state. This differential treatment might be responsible 

to give birth to apathetic attitudes in females for political 

activities and actions. 

Differei- es in educational levels and economic invol

vement might be considered important condition for creating 

differences in males and females for voting attitudinal pre-
. 1derit 

f erence in Bangladesh. Bangladesh is a newly indepem. country. 

Female education did not get priority in the past. This lack 

of education in females in Bangladesh are also responsible for 

low political consciousness and low political participation 

and action. These observations of low social status of females 

in Bangladesh might be responsible for low preference in vot-

ing attitudes in comparison to their male counterparts. 



.,.. 

--

- 225 -

Another probable reason for low voting attitudes of 

females may be identified as the absence of political orga

nizations for females. In Bangladesh,free mixing of Males 

and females are socially discouraged. It is observed that 

females are separated from males in their early processes 

of socialization. There are separate schools and colleges for 

females in the country. This separation of females from their 

male counterparts at their early ages contribute to develop 

a psychological barrier creating the feelings of inferior 

status in females. This might lead the females to develop an 

introvert type of personality limiting their overt political 

activities in the society. 

Findings Related to Socio-Political Attitudes 

The measures of socio-political attitudes employed 

for the study presented a choice to respondents for differ

ential preferences between conservative �nd radical ideolo

gical poles of political activities. The conservatism-radica

lism scale, infact,is a measure of ideological dimension which 

may indicate the level of political involvement in terms of 

voting. Converse (1964) concluded that less than 20% of the 

electorate could be characterized as having an understanding 

of the distinction between liberal and conservative ideology. 

Robinson (1984) found that politically oriented voters could 

be correlated significantly with ideological indentifications. 

The modest magnitude of these relationships led Lavitin and 

Miller (1979) to conclud� that ideological position provides 
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the structural validity for attitudinal preference towards 

a statement containing various issue positions reflecting 

individual's inner dispositions that might be utilized for 

the choice of a candidate in election. Conover and Feldman 

(1981) also argue that meaning of ideological levels is largely 

based on symbols rather than issues. In the perspectives of 

these theoretical interpretations of ideological identifica

tions as used in political activities involving voting beha

viour, the investigator in the present study utilised conser

vatims-radicalism scale to find out differential ideological 

preference of political and Apolitical individuals including 

male-female and urban-rural categorization. 

An overall finding of the results showed· that Apoli ti

cal Ss expressed significantly more conservatism as compared 

to political Ss. Alternately stated,individuals with no poli

tical involvements emerged as conservative groups whc �re 

found to exhibit least voting attitudes when subjected to

voting attitude scale. Similarly female Ss also expressed 

more conservatism regardless of Group Composition and Residen
tbat 

tial Background. The results also reported Rural Ss has highly 

conservative irrespective of Group Composition and sex. 

These findings relate in an important way the ideologi

cal orientations of individuals to their level of voting atti

tudes. It is important to note that political involvements, 

male category and urban residential background are significant 
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correlates of voting preference as has been discussed ear

lier. The findings of conservatism-radicalism scale revealed 

that political involvements, male category and urban residen

tial background may ex:ert significant influence to lower 

down the conservatism in the individuals. This seems to in

dicate that high conservatism and low conservatism are func

tionally related with voting behaviour. Thus low conservatism 

may lead to high political involve�ents with high voting atti

tudes. Similarly low conservatism in males in comparison to 

females may lead to differential voting preference. Again,low 

conservatism in individuals with urban backgroung may exert 

significant influence in the choice of candidates in election. 

A large number of studies (Rabinson and Fleishman,1988 ; Fleish

man,1986 ; Robinson,1984; Robinson and Fleishman,1984) have 

provided empirical supports to the findings of the present 

study that conservatism as an ideological frame of reference 

may assume to have a particular cognitive structure underly-

ing voting attitudes. 

It is, however, of interest to note that ideological 

identification is an important political orientation reflec

ting the ambivalent and conflicting st: ands in the politi-

cal thinking. This is evident from the results that politi

cal females Ss with urban background exhibited highest conser

vatism than political male Ss of urban ani rural background. 

More specifically, rural female Ss expressed significantly 

conservative attitudes followed by urban female, rural male 
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and urban male Ss. Similarly urb, female, rural male and 

rural female Ss of Apolitical groups expressed :.significan

tly more conservatism th�n urban male Ss. These findings 

seem to indicate that sex and residential background give 

birth to ambivalence characteristics in female Ss of urban 

and rural background resulting in conflicting ideological 

orientation. In fact, attitudinal preference towards conser

vatism is more varied in political groups, where as, it is 

found to be more consolidated.in Apolitical Groups. 

Although many studies (Ward,1986 ; Carmines and Stim

son,1982 ; Wilson and Schochet, 1980 ; Stimson, 1979 ; Nie, 

Verba and Petrocik, 1976 ; Nie and Anderson, 1974; Adelson 

and O'Neil,1966) have dealt. with cognitive functioning and 

socio-political ideology and reported underlying structural 

differences in terms of quantity, it is observed that qualita

tive differences in ideological preference may coincide with 

r;tructural differences ( Fieldman and Anderson, 1969 ; Jennings 

and Niemi, 1981 ). It may be assumed that in the present study, 

political group composition,sex and residential background 

provide th� �tructural basis for conservatism-radicalism stance 
to 

leading the qualitative differences in ideological orientation. 

As a result both political and Apolitical groups showed ·.diff-

erential orientations towards conservatism. It appears from 

the results that political activities in Bangladesh are condi

tioned by several predisposing factors such as economic develop

ment, level of education,urban-rural residential background, 
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cultural factors and other related variables. For example, 

culturally the people in Bangladesh are tradition oriented 

and as such they are likely to resist social and political 

changes in the country. This might have direct reference with 

the development of conservative attitudes. In fact, one dis

tinctive feature of the findings is that all the groups ex

hibited differential conservatism a1.1..,. none was found to poss

ess radicalism in attitudinal preferen�e. This seems to in

dicate that political activism in Bangladesh is tradition 

oriented and it reflects people's conservative attitudes. 

Findings Related to Authoritarianism 

ter 

This study attempted to find personality dimension in 

of authoritarianism as related to political and social 

norms. The findings of the study revealed the relationship 

between personality and politics and can be related to a 

number of previous theoretical and empirical research findings 

(Kadem, Bilu and Cohen, 1987 ; Goertzel, 1987,1981 ; Ray, 

1984, 1982, 1979 ; Stone, Ommundsen and William, 1985 ; Wil

son and Patterson, 1968; Ray and Lovejoy, 1983 ). 

One distinctive feature of the findings of authorirari

anism is that both political and apolitical female Ss of urban 

origin expressed highest authoritarian personality character

istics as compared to their counterparts. This finding might 

be explained with reference to socio-political context in Ban

gladesh. Bangladesh is a ne'•'ly independent country and socio-
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political framework in the country is in its primitive 

stage. As a result there is an imbalance in social and poli

tical participation between male and female citizens.Ideally 

it is a male-dominating society. Most of the social,economic 

and political priviledges (Huq et al. ,1988) are enjoyed by 

male persons and females are deprived from economic,politi-

cal and social gains. In a word, females may be identified as 

deprived groups in the socie�y. This feelings of deprivation 

in females have several consequences in the personality deve

lopment. One such consequence might be the authoritarian per

sonality syndrome in Bangladeshi women. This has been suppor

ted by several empirical studies (Ara, Huq and Jahan, 1985). 

It is important to note that authoritarian personality was 

conceived by Adorno et. al (1950) as anti-democratic preju

dicies in the line of psycho-analytic tradition. They are iden

tified as personality characterized by religiosity and anti

protestantism. The high authoritarianism in female in the 

context of Bangladesh might be understood in these theoretical 

perspectives. Due to excessive dominance in the family environ

ment, womens in Bangladesh are psychologically immature, impul

sive, defensive conventional and stereotyped in thinking. The 

findings of the study have reflected these characteristics by 

identifying females as authoritarian in personality composi

tion. It is indicative of the fact that females' authoritarian 

personality might be positively associated with conservative 

orientation. It is then plausible to argue that political 
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activism, voting attitudes, conservatism and authoritariansm

are uniquely interweaven and might be conceived to be con

tiµgent upon personality syndromes of political and Apoliti

cal individuals in male-female dichotomy. 

Findings Related to Internal-External Locus of control 

Findings relating to Internal-External locus of con

trol revealed several importapt aspects of personality as 

functionally related to polit�cal involvements, sex and Demo

graphic factors. A large number of studies ( Heaven,Rajab 

and Bester, 1986 ; Rotter, 1966) have provided theoretical 

frameworks that may give analytical explanations for under

standing the findings regarding Internal-External locus of 

control. 

One important aspect of the findings relating to perso

nality syndromes on Internal-External dimension,·· is that male 

Ss of urban and rural residential background in political 

group were more internally controlled. Similarly, male Ss 

of rural origin in Apolitical group were more internally 

controlled followed by urban female and rural femti1e Ss. 

These findings are explainable in the context of theoretical 

paradigm provided by previous empirical studies ( Gold�mith, 

1984; Kirton and Ciantis, 1986 ). For example, Gore and 

Rotter ( 1963) reported positive correlation between locus 

of I-E control and social action. They reported that the in

dividuals who were more inclined to see themselves as the 
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determinents of their own fate tended to commit themselves 

to more personal and decisive social actions. In the present 

study, the internally controlled personality of male Ss a.t-poli

ticaR groups might be caused by more political involvement of 

male persons in the socio-political context of Bangladesh. 

It is important to note that political activism of females is 

restricted to a greater extent imposing social and religious 

limitations. Male persons, on the otherhand, have greater sc

ope to participate in political activities in wider societal 

context. It appears that these· factors have made the females 

more dependent on significant others and external factors for 

attaining goals of their actions. Simultaneously male persons 

are found to bear more respo nsibility for their actions and 

as such they have more faith in their own ability to bring the 

outcome of their actions in their own favour. Consequently, 

males were found more internally controlled in their persona

lity than the females. 

Concluding Remarks 

The study has made an empirical investigation on some 

psychological dimensions of voting behaviour with special 

reference to Bangladesh. Its main focus was on voting beha

viour, socio-political attitudes, authoritarianism and locus 

of internal-external control of personality. Thus the study 

1 

was concerned with political involvememt and its correlates � 

of social action. The effects of these dependent variables 
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were studied in the context of political-apolitical group 

composition, male-female categ�ation and urban�uta:"r'" divi-

sion • The results.revealed differential preferences in vot-
/

ing attitudes, ideological orientation, authoritarianism and 

I-E control of personality. The findings showed that politi-

cal involvement, political actions and ideological orienta-

tion may be shared by the politicaJly oriented Ss in their

voting preference for the choice of a candidate,,. It is also

observed that lack of political consciousness may lead to

political apathy resulting in-non-participation in p9litical

activism. This might be a characteristic feature of faminity· ,., > 

rural residential background and apolitical self identificationo

Thus there are three levels of explanations for the voting be

haviour. First, voting behaviour is the prediction of voting

attitudes and it is essentially associated with the level of

partisan attitude, party identification, leadership image,

election campaign and issue. orientation. Secondly voting beha

viour may be concieved as an outcome of socio-political atti

tudes in the form of conservatism-radicalism ideological frame

of reference. In this stage voting behaviour is conditioned by

conservative or radical attitudes independent of political

party identification. In other words, individual's ideologi

cal frame of reference directs him to show his preference in

favour of certain political groups or parties. Conceived in

this sense,ideology provides a basis for political activism.

Thirdly, social contextual factors such as political history 
of the country, male-female relationships in sharing social, 
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political and economic priviledges and urban-rural cleavage 

creating two sub-cultures in the community may influence 

voting behaviour of the citizens in the country. However, 

our attempt to study social psychological factors of poli-

tical phenomena like voting behavlour and political activi� 

has proved that the understanding of to tal political develop-

ment is.basically and functionally related with a large number 

of variables and their unified study may give us a macro ana/ 

lytical explanations of political power in the country. / 

Limitations of the study 

The present study was conducted to explore some psycho

logical dimensions of voting behaviour with special reference 

to Bangladesh. It is felt that the study has se,• ·ql limi ta

tions. These are as follows : 

Firstly, selection of sample of the present study has 

been done from the students of Rajshahi University. For proper 

reflection of voting behaviour of the people in the country, 

it is necessary to take adult sample from the professional 

men and women in the society. In that case people would be 

able to express thair experiences of voting behaviouro 

Secondly, collection of data should be done before and 

after general elections of the country. In that case actual 

voters would be able to express their mode of selecting can

didate in the election. 
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Thirdly, it is observed that politics in Bangladesh 

is mainly concentrated within the elite group of the nation. 

Hence some objective measures should be used that could be 

conveniently administered on illiterate voters of the coun

try. Actually majority of the voters in Bangladesh live in 

rural areas and bulk of them are illiterate. Hence, a proper 

assess8ent of voting behaviour in socio-political context of 

Bangladesh needs inclusion of masses in the sample of the 

study. 

Lastly, the study should use socio-economic status of 

the people so that the status differentials could be assessed 

in connection with voting behaviour, socio-political attitu

des and personality syndromes. 

Inspite of these limitations, it is thought that the 

study would provide insights for future research and would 

give directions for making appropriate design for understand

ng voting attitudes of the people in the country. 

It is, therefore, suggested that several follow-up 

studies should be conducted to understand changes of voting 

behaviour that might be effected due to laps of time, poli

tical development, socio-economic changes and other national 

events in national li fe of the people. 
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