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PREFACE 

I, the researcher of this work, am currently working under Directorate General of 

Health Services (DGHS). As a part of my job responsibility, I come in contact with 

the child-bearing women in the rural area of Bangladesh where I frequently observe 

maternal health problem among pregnant women. This is mostly seen among 

women who live in rural areas and are deprived of Emergency Obstetric Care. Time 

and again, I observed pregnant women being victims of obstetric complications 

during pregnancy and delivery as a consequence of physical and economic milieu. 

This study is an attempt to unpack some issues that will contribute to take 

appropriate measures in reducing their sufferings and promoting health service 

programme in Bangladesh.  
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ABSTRACT  

This study is a predominantly qualitative scrutiny in the field of medical sociology to 

explore the nature of receiving obstetric care of the women who gave birth within one year 

during the study period. The study also seeks to assess the relative role of �pre-disposing 

factors� (socio-economic and demographic status) and �enabling factors� (available health 

services including social network) in determining women�s nature of receiving obstetric 

care. The ’mixed method’ has been employed to collect data from 104 women of two 

villages of Sadullahpur upazilla under Gaibandha district of Bangladesh. A number of 

health personnel (15) have also been included in the study. The study explored the fact that 

financial factor remains as the prime determinant of shaping peoples� nature of receiving 

health care but sometimes other factor, for instance, nature of household heads� occupation 

plays dominant role than that of the economic status. Similarly it is not a universal fact that 

the higher the education levels the higher the quality/quantity of receiving health care. 

Basically receiving obstetric care is not an independent issue rather it is interrelated with 

various factors. The factors affecting the nature of receiving health services are diverse and 

they play different roles in the case of different individuals or different segment of the 

population but availability of services around them definitely have great impact on 

remoulding their nature of receiving health services irrespective of their socio-economic 

background. 

 



 

 

Chapter 1 
Introduction 

1. Background & Statement of the Problem  

A nation’s maternal mortality ratio is widely considered as an important 

indicator of the overall health status of the people in a given country. High 

Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) represents failure of a health system to 

provide services and care for women effectively. It also represents the failure 

of a society to keep the women in good health. 

In the 21st century when the development of Medical Science has reached in 

a remarkable stage about 2,87,000 women die every year due to obstetric 

related complications around the world (WHO Fact sheet, 2012). Moreover, 

95,00,000 women face pregnancy related complications each year and a large 

number of them develop disabilities caused by such complications (Hogan et 

al., 2010). About three-fourth of these maternal deaths and disabilities could 

be prevented if the obstetric care services were ensured for them. To improve 

the lives of the women around the world, Millennium Development Goal 

(MDG)-5 has been adopted and committed to reduce maternal mortality. The 

original target for this goal is a three-quarter reduction of maternal mortality 

ratio (MMR) between 1990 and 2015. So it is a great concern whether this 

goal can be materialised in the target period. The reduction of maternal 

mortality levels is a key to Millennium Development Goal, but community 

based obstetric care remains limited in Bangladesh (Koenig et al., 2007). 

Hence, the scenario is not safe and sound. 

Bangladesh has an impressive history of achievements in public health. But 

maternal health failed to keep pace with the advancement. It has been 

estimated that moreover 11,000 women die for the complications during 
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