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ABSTRACT 
 

Education and education related facilities accelerate the degree of social 

changes. In this research social changes among the three generations 

(first, second and third) have been shown on the basis of availability of 

educational facilities. Generally, we know that education plays the role of 

a catalyst to bring about positive social change. Its influence on one’s life 

style, social consciousness, political participation, socio-economic 

participation, and health awareness is universally appreciated. However, 

this research shows that educational facilities facilitate social mobility.  

 

Social mobility is the movement of individual or sometimes groups 

between different positions in the hierarchies of stratification within any 

society. The development of education sector depends on providing 

educational facilities. But the general educational facilities are not 

available for all in Bangladesh. To educate the huge population, we need 

more and more educational institutions. But the education sector of our 

country is still facing various types of problems like shortage of funds, 

poor structure of school buildings, lack of books, furniture, playground, 

transportation, communication, entertainment facilities and also shortage 

of skilled teachers. It can be mentioned here that the facilities enjoyed by 

the respondents differ considerably. The respondents from first and 

second generation faced deficiency of educational facilities which 

affected their educational achievement. But respondents of the third 

generation did not face as much problems as compared to them. They 

have received these facilities and that is why they are more educated than 

the other two generations. So the trend of social mobility differs from one 

generation to the next generation. Socio-economic development of third 
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generation is faster than the first and second generations. It can also be 

mentioned here that socio-economic development and trend of receiving 

educational facilities are not equal everywhere. 

This study shows that nearly 35% respondents of the first generation, 

40.6% of the second generation and 70% respondents of the third 

generation received educational facilities adequately. For education, 

institution’s strategic planning needs to take into consideration for the 

infrastructure and its components. This study reveals that nearly 50% 

respondents of first generation received education under open field where 

nearly 90% respondents of third generation received their education within 

adequate structural facilities. None from first generation and 25% 

respondents from third generation received teaching Materials adequately 

in rural area. 75.2% from first generation, and 17.9% from the third 

generation did not receive this facility properly. At the same time 14.3% 

from first generation and 57.1% respondents from third generation 

received teaching Materials adequately in urban area. 38.1% from first 

generation, and 3.6% from the third generation did not receive this 

facility properly. Entertainment is an essential element to ensure a 

friendly educational environment. 28.6% respondents from third 

generation received entertainment facilities adequately in rural area. 

42.9% respondents from third generation received entertainment facilities 

adequately in urban area.  

52.2% respondents from first generation, 36.4% from second generation 

and 25% respondents from the third generation are engaged in agriculture 

in rural area. Only 8.7%, 9.1% and 28.6% respondents from first, and 

second, generation are engaged in service respectively. 61.9% 

respondents from first generation, 30.6% from second generation and 

10.7% respondents from the third generation are engaged in agriculture in 
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urban area. 4.8%, 12.2% and 46.4% respondents from first, second and 

third generation are engaged in service respectively. 4.3% respondents 

from first generation 2.8% respondents from the second generation and 

3.6% respondents from the third generation income level is <50,000 in 

rural area. 19.1% respondents from first generation, 12.2% respondents 

from the second generation and 10.7% respondents from the third 

generation income level is <50,000 in urban area. 78.5% respondents 

from third generations income is above 1, 00,000 yearly. 65.2% 

respondents of first generation are illiterate, none of the respondents have 

H.S.C-Higher education level education where the second generation 

5.5% respondents, and the third generation 39.3%respondents in rural 

area.42.9% respondents of first generation are illiterate, none of the 

respondents have H.S.C-Higher education level education where the 

second generation 13% respondents, and the third generation 

46.4%respondents in urban area. 

Though the trend of receiving educational facilities increased from one 

generation to the next, it was not enough to ensure proper education and 

upward social mobility. Besides, people of urban areas receive more 

educational facilities than the people living in rural areas. The 

development activities of urban and rural areas are not the same due to 

this disparity. On the basis of some rural-urban comparison, this study 

suggests to reduce discrimination between rural and urban area in terms 

of access to educational facilities. If we can ensure equitable distribution 

of these facilities we may get a healthy, wealthy and educated nation in 

the near future. 
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Chapter One 

 

 

Introduction  

Education is a basic need for socio-economic transformation and 

advancement of a country (Fifth five year plan, 1997-2002). It is one of 

the most important forms of human capital investment. The main 

objective of education is to acquire knowledge and eradicate ignorance. 

Quality of education depends on the educational facilities, which a 

country provides for its citizens. Better education facilities are likely to 

produce better educated citizens. Bangladesh is a developing nation. The 

literacy rate of the people of Bangladesh is 68.9 (UNDP, 2011). There are 

differences in educational facilities provided for people belonging to 

different classes and people living in areas, which impinge important 

impact on imparting education. 

1.1 Education 

If you plan for a year, plant a set, if for ten years. Plant a tree if for 

hundred years, teach the people, where you show a seed once, you will 

reap a single harvest, where you teach the people, you will reap hundred 

harvests (Chandra, 1997). Education either formal or non formal has been 

recognized as the foundation or cornerstone of economic and social 

development on which the nation’s edifice of Peace, Progress and 

Prosperity has to be built. An educated population is enterprising, creative 

and hardworking. Real education primarily appeases of training of the 

head, hand and heart in the art of living a happy and corporate life (Shah 

& Mukhargee, 1980). 
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Bangladesh spends only 2 percent of its GNP on education where as 

medium income countries spend about 3.2 percent on education and high 

income countries spend 6 percent on education (On line http, 

29,07,2007). Basic education is such a foundation of education, which 

enables a child and an adult to understand problems and to participate in 

social advancement, and to make them aware of their rights and duties 

(Salamathullah, 1963). According to the Columbia electronic 

Encyclopedia (2003)” Education, any process, either formal or informal, 

that shapes the potential of a maturing organism. Informal education 

results from the constant effects of environment and its strength in 

shaping values and habits cannot be over estimated. Formal education is a 

conscious effort by human society to impart the skills and modes of 

thought considered essential for social functioning. Techniques of 

instruction often reflect the attitudes of society i.e. authoritarian groups 

typically sponsor dogmatic methods, while democratic system may 

emphasize freedom of thought (The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 

2003). The educational facilities prevailing in the educational institutions 

of our country are not sufficient to meet the growing needs. Prior to the 

liberation war the number of educational institutions, school houses, 

books, library facilities, transport and communication facilities etc. were 

available only to the rich and aristocrat families and only they got the 

chance to become educated. Since liberation, the total number of 

educational institutions has increased. The government has taken 

initiatives to provide various educational facilities. But these facilities are 

not enough for all the students. For this reason poor students in remote 

areas are deprived of education and they remain illiterate. Different non-

governmental organizations, community based organizations generous 
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people take initiatives to provide educational facilities to combat such 

situations. 

1.2 Importance of Education  

The Importance of education in human life is unbounded. Education not 

only makes a man literate but also it helps him in building a beautiful way 

of life. Every human being is a part of a country or society. He has a 

circumstance to live in but illiteracy makes him blind in life. The illiterate 

people suffer a lot from different types of problems. Education is not less 

important from the religious point of view. Islam has also emphasized 

education. In fact, the very first revolution from the supreme lords 

towards Hazrat Mohammad (Sm.) was, “Read by the name of Allah, who 

has created, created human being from coagulated blood, read by the 

name of Allah who has taught men who don’t know (Al-Quran). Allah 

has said, “Hey Rasul! Please tell the scholars and foolish same (Al-

Quran). In this way the importance of education has been emphasized in 

Islam. Buddhism, it is said that, by securing all shots of injustice, 

oppression and tyranny, education helps human being sorts live 

excellently (Dasgopta, 1958). 

Many philosophers, thinkers and scholars have emphasized the 

importance of education from various perspectives. According to Plato 

(429 BC–384 BC) a great philosopher and political thinker, the 

uneducated people are considered an inanimate object (Percy, 1994). 

Jacob Rousseau (1712–1778 AD), a great scholar political thinker as well 

as the pioneer writer of French Revolution said, after the time of birth, 

people are chained by wearing clothes and at the time of death; they are 

covered by the coffin. It is education, which can make them free from this 

chain (Percy, 1994). B. Russell (1872–1970 AD) said, “We want the 
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child to become the sort of person that will be liked and will be able to 

cope with life successfully (Bertrand Russell, 1948). Mahatma Gandhi, 

said, “By education mean all-round drawing out of the best in child and 

man– body, mind and soul. Real education consists in drawing the best 

out of you ( Kabir, 1956). In an observation on the suitability of 

education in the third world developing countries by world Bank (2001) it 

seems that there are differences between literate man and illiterate man 

on the basis of income as well as living condition (Kabir, 1960). So, the 

degree of income depends on the degree of education. The following 

diagram shows the fact clearly. In another observation of World Bank, it 

is found that if the girls continue their education for one year more, the 

birth rate decreases from five to ten persent. A prominent educationist 

and researcher Manjoor Ahmed also has said, basic education is the 

reliable root of all developments (Ahmed, 1991). 

1. 3 Educational Factor 

Education is the main determinant for establishing potential social 

mobility. Jobs, wages and income are interrelated with each other. A 

survey reveals that, wages and earnings tend to correlate with the amount 

of education a person has obtained. In 2003, those workers with less than 

a high school diploma earned a median income of $21,000; while those 

workers with a four year college degree earned a medium income of 

$53,000 (James 2005). Of  the 30 fastest growing occupations, more than 

half require an associate’s degree or higher. Yet, these occupations are 

less likely to supply additional jobs to the labor market; meaning, the 

majority of job growth is found in low-wage occupations (Jacobs 2005). 

These low-wage jobs are associated with those people who have less 

education. Workers in these areas are deemed unskilled because a great 

amount of education is not required in order to perform these jobs, so the 
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stereotype goes. White collar jobs, however, necessitate more human 

capital and knowledge and therefore produce higher earnings and require 

greater education. Therefore, it can be understood that education is a 

main determinant for potential social mobility in the workforce of all 

countries of the world. 

1.4 General Educational Facilities  

General educational facilities refer to those facilities which are mostly 

essential to impart education smoothly, such as (school house, text books, 

exercise books, transport facilities, etc.). To gain proper education 

general educational facilities must be ensured. Without books, pens, 

pencils, slates, exercise books, school buildings imparting education are 

nearly impossible. I have mentioned the term general facilities to mean 

which are important for ensuring quality education. 

1.5 General Education Curriculum 

General Education curriculum is being made for those students who want 

to get a degree course in college; it is specific in every course that an 

individual may choose. And the General Education is for individuals who 

excel academically. On the other hand, Technical-Vocational courses are 

for individuals who opted to get a one-two year courses wherein skills 

and competency are being the bases of their study. 

1.6 Educational Facilities 

(a) 












































































































































































































































































