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Abstract 
 

A large amount of studies has been produced on disaster domain over the last decades. Many of 

previous studies have focused on the disaster risk reduction (DRR) related issues, yet there are 

gaps to focus on translating DRR knowledge into practice at the ground. Considering this gap, this 

study aims to explore the existing DRR education programs and its dissemination process to the 

community; reveal how coastal households practise DRR knowledge; and identify possible ways 

to strengthen DRR education programs. Findings show that government and NGOs have taken a 

good number of DRR education programs e.g. legal frameworks, public awareness, risk 

assessment and vulnerability mapping etc. They used several processes (e.g. training, workshop, 

group meeting, media etc.) to disseminate DRR knowledge to the cyclone affected communities. 

Majority of the households received DRR knowledge from the informal sources e.g. Union 

Parishad, NGO, media, family, neighbours, friends and voluntary organizations. The local 

community learned many issues on disaster preparedness and mitigation from the various formal 

and informal sources. The households practised the learned knowledge in various ways at the 

before and during disaster stages. However, a gap was found between achieved and practiced 

knowledge. This gap is due to a lack of technological and financial support, corruption and 

favoritism, lack of coordination, traditional attitude of local people, top-down approach of 

government and a gap between local and scientific knowledge. This study suggests that informal 

knowledge sources should be strengthened and tagged them with the mainstream sources of DRR 

knowledge. Besides, informal knowledge sources should be institutionalized through the effective 

intervention of government. At the same time, formal sources such as textbook, and formal 

education should be more focused on DRR issues. This study also argues that participatory-based 

training and workshop, role of local government and religious institutions, technological and 

financial support and bottom-up approach should be amplified for strengthening the initiatives of 

DRR education and its practice at the community level. 

 

Keywords: Disaster risk reduction, Disaster risk reduction education, Bangladesh coast.  
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and recovery, in formal and informal education, civic education, and in professional education and 

training (Disaster Management Bureau, 2010). Some international policies, for example, the 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR1) have also emphasized on DRR 

education to build disaster resilient communities (United Nations, 2015). DRR education can be 

provided through existing curriculum in the classroom and training (UNICEF, 2012, Alain and 

Jimena, 2008), and it can also be provided through community-based program like awareness 

campaign (Gero et al., 2011). Disaster education at school can raise risk perception among the 

students. Community plays an essential role to promote students' actions for DRR. Therefore, 

community involvement is the most important factor for disaster education at the school level  

(Shiwaku et al., 2007). Shiwaku and Shaw (2008) mentioned that disaster education creates 

students' awareness on disaster preparedness and mitigation, and overall social environment. 

 

1.4.2 Educational research paradigms 
 

Contemporary educational research works are shaped by educational research paradigms. These 

paradigms are ranging from the context of traditional positivist to the latest multi-paradigmatic 

worldview (Taylor and Medina, 2013). From a philosophical point of view, a paradigm comprises 

a view of existence and nature of knowledge and its reality (i.e. ontology). A related perspective 

on the sort of knowledge that demonstrates how we know knowledge e.g. nature of knowledge and 

the methods of knowing (i.e., epistemology) (Crotty, 1998). For educational researchers, there are 

a few significant paradigms that administer their investigations into the policies and practices of 

education (Taylor and Medina, 2013). The purpose of this sub-section is to provide a brief 

description of major educational research paradigms and identify which paradigm the current study 

is aligned with.    
 

1.4.2.1 Positivist paradigm  
 

Positivism is a certain knowledge based on natural phenomena, their properties and relations. This 

                                   
1 The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) is a 15-year voluntary and non-binding agreement which 
recognizes that the state has the primary role to reduce disaster risk through shared responsibilities with other stakeholders including 
local government, and the private sector. The Framework was adopted at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Sendai, Japan, on March 18, 2015. 

 










































































































































































